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Coal-Tar Mastic Coating, Cold-Applied

This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard 
or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance 
with this standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or 
otherwise, to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, 
or as indemnifying or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents 
minimum requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. 
Neither is this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate 
the usefulness of this standard in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of 
this standard by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP 
in accordance with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual 
volunteers.

Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may 
not necessarily address all potential health and safety problems, or environmental hazards associated with the use of 
materials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are 
also responsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with 
appropriate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory require-
ments prior to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time 
in accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or 
withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each 
reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive 
current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Sup-
port, 15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1-281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org).

Document History:

2023-02-09: Reaffirmed by AMPP Standards Committee (SC) 03, External Coatings-Buried & Immersed

2015-06-15: Reaffirmed by SSPC C.1.3.A, Coal Tar Epoxy Coatings

2006-04-01: Revised by SSPC C.1.3.A, Coal Tar Epoxy Coatings

1994-06-01: Issued by SSPC C.1.3.A, Coal Tar Epoxy Coatings

AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this standard, please contact: standards@ampp.org
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Section 1: Scope

1.1	 This standard covers a cold-applied coal-tar coating for use on underground and underwater steel structures.

1.2 INTENDED USE: This coating, when applied over properly prepared carbon steel, is suitable for use on 
parts or structures exposed in Environmental Zones 2A (frequently wet by fresh water), 2B (frequently wet by 
salt water), 2C (fresh water immersion), 2D (salt water immersion), 3B (chemical exposure neutral), and 3C 
(chemical exposure alkaline). The coating is also suitable for use on hydraulic structures and pipe. It must 
be used with discretion for immersion in corrosive chemicals since the coating is dissolved by some organic 
solvents and attacked by oxidizing solutions.

1.3	 This coating is intended for application by brush or spray for use by itself or as a primer in a multi-coat system.

Section 2: Description

2.1	 The coating described in this standard consists of a cold-applied, black, self-priming, heavy-duty protective 
coating. It is based on a blend of coal-tar pitch, selected solvents, and fillers.

2.2	 The coating contains approximately 70 percent by volume of non-volatile film-forming solids. The theoretical 
spreading rate for a 380 µm (15 mil) dry film thickness is approximately 1.8 m2/L (75 ft2/gal). Actual spreading 
rates can be significantly lower.

	 To prevent checking and alligatoring when exposed to sunlight, the coating must be topcoated with a coal-tar 
emulsion coating meeting SSPC-Paint 32, or other suitable topcoat.

Section 3: Referenced Standards

3.1	 The latest issue, revision, or amendment of the referenced standards in effect on the date of invitation to bid 
shall govern, unless otherwise specified. Standards marked with an asterisk (*) are referenced only in the 
Notes of Appendix A (nonmandatory), which are not requirements of this standard.

3.2	 If there is a conflict between the requirements of any of the cited referenced standards and this standard, the 
requirements of this standard shall prevail.

AMPP/NACE/SSPC, www.ampp.org:
SSPC Guide 13 Guide for the Identification and Use of Industrial Coating Materials in Computer-

ized Product Databases
SSPC-PA 2 Procedure for Determining Conformance to Dry Coating Thickness Requirements
SSPC-Paint 32 Coal-Tar Emulsion Coating
SSPC-SP 1 Solvent Cleaning
SSPC-SP 2 Hand Tool Cleaning
SSPC-SP 3 Power Tool Cleaning

ASTM International (ASTM), www.astm.org:
ASTM D5 Standard Test Method for Penetration of Bituminous Materials
ASTM D20 Standard Test Method for Distillation of Road Tars
ASTM D36 Standard Test Method for Softening Point of Bitumen (Ring-and-Ball Apparatus)
ASTM D92 Standard Test Method for Flash and Fire Points by Cleveland Open Cup Tester
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