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This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard or 
not, from manufacturing, marketing purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with this 
standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, 
to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, or as in-
demnifying or protection anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents minimum 
requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither 
is this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the use-
fulness of this standard in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this stan-
dard by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accor-
dance with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers.

Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may not 
necessarily address all potential health and safety problems, or environmental hazards associated with the use of mate-
rials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are also 
responsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with ap-
propriate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory requirements 
prior to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time in 
accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or with-
draw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each 
reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive 
current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Support, 
15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1-281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org).

Document History:

2023-12-20: Revised by AMPP Standards Committee (SC) 03, External Coatings-Buried & Immersed

2015-06-15: Reaffirmed by SSPC C.1.3.A, Coal Tar Epoxy Coatings

2006-11-01: Approved by SSPC C.1.3.A Coal Tar Epoxy Coatings Committee

AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this standard, please contact: standards@ampp.org
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Foreword
This coating material standard is intended primarily for use by coating manufacturers, specifiers, and applicators. It 
contains requirements for the formulation of the coating material as well as requirements for material properties of the 
formulated coating and instructions for proper application of the coating. The coating is intended for use in environ-
ments that are not exposed to ultraviolet light. Its use may be restricted in some areas due to its coal tar content.

Scope
This standard contains material requirements for a two-component coal-tar epoxy polyamide black (or dark red) coating 
for structural steel.

Rationale
Changes in this revision include the addition of amide-based additives as gelling agents, revisions to the viscosity 
requirements for Component A, and reorganization to reflect requirements for AMPP standards. The requirements for 
container labeling have also been removed.

Referenced Standards and Other Consensus Documents
Unless specifically dated, the latest edition, revision, or amendment of the documents listed in the table below shall apply.

AMPP/NACE/SSPC, www.ampp.org:
SSPC-PA 1 Shop, Field, and Maintenance Painting of Steel
SSPC-PA 2 Procedure for Determining Conformance to Dry Coating Thickness Requirements
SSPC-SP 6/NACE No. 3 Commercial Blast Cleaning
SSPC-SP 8 Pickling
SSPC-SP 10/NACE No. 2 Near-White Metal Blast Cleaning
ASTM International, www.astm.org:
ASTM D4 Standard Test Method for Bitumen Content
ASTM D5/D5M Standard Test Method for Penetration of Bituminous Materials
ASTM D36/D36M Standard Test Method for Softening Point of Bitumen (Ring-and-Ball Apparatus)
ASTM D139 Standard Test Method for Float Test for Bituminous Materials
ASTM D605 Standard Specification for Magnesium Silicate Pigment (Talc)
ASTM D609 Standard Practice for Preparation of Cold-Rolled Steel Panels for Testing Paint, 

Varnish, Conversion Coatings, and Related Coating Products
ASTM D1296 Standard Test Method for Odor of Volatile Solvents and Diluents
ASTM D1475 Standard Test Method for Density of Liquid Coatings, Inks, and Related Products
ASTM D1544 Standard Test Method for Color of Transparent Liquids (Gardner Color Scale)
ASTM D1652 Standard Test Methods for Epoxy Content of Epoxy Resins
ASTM D2415 Standard Test Method for Ash in Coal Tar and Pitch
ASTM D3721 Standard Specification for Synthetic Red Iron Oxide Pigment
U.S. Department of Defense, quicksearch.dla.mil/qsSearch.aspx:
MIL-PRF-23236 Coating Systems for Ship Structures

In AMPP standards, the terms shall and must are used to state requirements and are considered mandatory. The 
term should is used to state something that is recommended, but is not considered mandatory. The term may is used 
to state something considered optional.
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