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FORWARD

This report was prepared by Specia Committee 192 (SC-192) and approved by the RTCA Program
Management Committee (PMC) on December 14, 2000.

RTCA, Incorporated is a not-for-profit corporation formed to advance the art and science of aviation and
aviation eectronic systems for the benefit of the public. The organization functions as afederd Advisory
Committee and develops consensus based recommendations on contemporary aviation issues. RTCA'’s
objectives include but are not limited to:

codescing aviation system user and provider technical requirements in a manner that hens
government and industry meet their mutual objectives and respongbilities;

analyzing and recommending solutions to the system technica issues that aviation faces <= It
continues to pursue increased safety, system capacity and efficiency;

developing consensus on the application of pertinent technology to fulfill user and provider
requirements, including development of minimum operational performance standards for eectronic
systems and equipment that support aviation; and

assigting in developing the appropriate technica material upon which positians ‘o the International
Civil Aviation Organization and the Internationa Telecommunications U.:ion and other appropriate
internationa organizations can be based.

The organization’s recommendations are often used as the basis fur oovernment and private sector
decisions as well as the foundation for many Federa Aviation Admiinstracon Technical Standard Orders.

Since RTCA is not an officia agency of the United States Covernniaitt, its recommendations may not be
regarded as statements of the officia policy unless so enunciate™ by the U.S. government organization or
agency having dtatutory jurisdiction over any mattys 0 which the recommendations relate.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Air Traffic Services organization of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is
conducting a review of the airspace resources in the NAS. The objectives of this review include
developing a cohesive plan for managing airspace changes, establishing and directing a financia
plan to meet airspace priorities, establishing standards for modeling and analysis, and developing
strategies for environmental assessment of airspace changes. Representation from the user
community and industry is critical in completing these challenging objectives.

RTCA Specid Committee 192, Nationa Airspace Redesign Planning and Anaysis wes
established to continue to provide guidance, direction, and recommendations to the ~AA’s
review, redesign, and management of the national airspace. Airspace issues associated v ith ‘ree
flight implementation were to be conddered in developing al of the guicaonce. and
recommendations.

BACKGROUND

This document identifies al known types of airgpace users and describes he exch of the current
and future users is affected by specia use airspace (SUA). It includes @ visivn of the future
airspace system and the role SUA will play in the future NAS "Ie aocument ends with
recommendations for making SUA more flexible and efficient. 1.»2 dcument should be used in
conjunction with the concepts described in the previous RTCA SC-.2Z report, Government and
Industry Guidelines and Conceptsfor NAS Analysisand 2ec esign, RTCA’ sGovernment/Industry
Operational Concept for the Evolution of Free Flight and K CA’sTask Force 3 Final Report.

The Department of Defense (DoD) and other SU.\ ucing wyencies use various forms of specia
use airspace to separate non-participating aircrare frum both hazardous and non-hazardous
training and test activities. In order to conduct the necessary training to maintain readiness, the
military requires SUA and will continue to do so iur the foreseeable future. However, new, faster
aircraft and longer-range weapons are chonging the manner and the frequency of SUA use.

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE RESULTS

This document contains three vol ires and represents the products of two work groups of Specia
Committee 192: Nationa Airspace RrReview Planning and Analysis. Volume I, entitled User
Priorities for the National + irspace Redesign, describes the user priorities for the review and
redesign of the airspace vosouses in the National Airspace System (NAS). Not listed in order of
importance, these prioiit.es include concepts for a national airspace assessment and redesign that
addresses significai.: change to matters pertaining to the nationa airspace by the year 2005.

Volume ll entitlaa tHiga Altitude Airspace Concept, describes an airspace structure within which
the FAA coula hegin to implement many of the Free Hight concepts. Volume IlI, entitled
Recommz.adations on Special Use Airspace in National Airspace Redesign, identifies needs of
currant csers for access to and/or the use of Special Use Airspace. It recommends steps that the
FAA caula take improve access for all stakeholders to inactive Special Use Airspace.

VOILUME | SUMMARY

Thi< document contains the recommendations of Working Group One. It addresses the user
priorities for the National Airspace Redesign and assesses these priorities and recommendations
againg the initial SC-192 recommendations.

User Meetings

To expand the scope of user input outside of the committee members, the working group decided
to hold a series of user meetings throughout the continental United States. The context of the user
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