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This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard or 
not, from manufacturing, marketing purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with this 
standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, 
to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, or as in-
demnifying or protection anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents minimum 
requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither 
is this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the use-
fulness of this standard in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this stan-
dard by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accor-
dance with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers.

Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may not 
necessarily address all potential health and safety problems, or environmental hazards associated with the use of mate-
rials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are also 
responsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with ap-
propriate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory requirements 
prior to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time in 
accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or with-
draw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each 
reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive 
current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Support, 
15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1-281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org).

Document History:

2023-12-18: Revised by AMPP Standards Committee (SC) 05, Surface Preparation

2016-01-01: Approved by NACE Task Group (TG) 518, Soluble Salt Testing Frequency and  
Locations on Previously Coated Surfaces

AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this standard, please contact: standards@ampp.org
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Foreword

Asset owners, engineers, consultants, coating contractors, inspectors, and others are specifying allowable levels of 
surface soluble salts to prevent premature coating failures. The purpose of this standard is to provide guidance about 
the number of and locations for soluble salt tests on steel surfaces.

Scope

This standard establishes siting and frequency requirements for soluble salt testing before application of a subsequent 
coating system to previously coated substrates and replacement substrate material. It does not include allowable limits of 
soluble salts, which are typically addressed by the procurement documents or the coating manufacturer’s documentation. 

SSPC-Guide 24 addresses the siting and number of soluble salt tests on uncoated or shop-coated steel surfaces. See 
Paragraph A1 of Appendix A (nonmandatory) for additional information about Guide 24.

Rationale

The standard was originally issued in January 2016 to provide assistance when specifying or performing soluble salt 
testing on previously coated substrates. It provides requirements for all parties in an effort to increase consistency and 
reduce subjective interpretation. This revision updates the standard to reflect current testing practices.
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