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AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this standard, please contact: standards@ampp.org 

 
 

Field-Applied Coal Tar Enamel Pipe Coating 
Systems: Application, Performance, and 

Quality Control 
This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, and 
provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard or not, 
from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with this 
standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or other- wise, to 
manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, or as indemnifying 
or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents minimum requirements and 
should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither is this standard intended 
to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the usefulness of this standard in 
specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this standard by other parties and accepts 
responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accordance with its governing procedures and 
policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers. 

 
Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may not 
necessarily address all potential health and safety problems or environmental hazards associated with the use of materials, 
equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are also responsible 
for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with appropriate regulatory 
authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory requirements prior to the use of this 
standard. 

 
CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time in 
accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw 
this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each reaffirmation 
or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive current information 
on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Support, 15835 Park Ten Place, 
Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1 281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org). 
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In AMPP standards, the terms shall and must are used to state requirements and are considered mandatory. The 
term should is used to state something that is recommended, but is not considered mandatory. The term may is used 
to state something considered optional. 

 
 

Foreword 
 

This AMPP standard practice provides the most current technology and industry practices for the use of field-applied coal 
tar enamel external pipe coating systems. This standard is intended for use by corrosion-control personnel, design 
engineers, project managers, purchasing personnel, and construction engineers and managers. It is applicable to 
underground steel pipelines in the oil and gas gathering, distribution, and transmission industries. 

 

 

Section 1: General 
 

1.1 This standard presents guidelines for establishing minimum requirements to ensure proper application and 
performance of a field-applied coal tar enamel (CTE) system to the external surfaces of pipe. Included are 
methods for qualifying and controlling the quality of a CTE system, guidelines for its proper application, and 
inspection and repair techniques to ensure its long-term performance. 

 
1.2 This standard is applicable to CTE coating systems used to prevent corrosion in conjunction with cathodic 

protection. 
 

1.3 This standard complements the discussion of plant-applied CTE pipe coating systems in NACE Standard 
SP0399.1 

 
 

Section 2: Definitions 
 

Applicator: The organization responsible to the purchaser for the coating application. 
 

Coating Materials: Primer, coal tar enamel, and reinforcing wraps. 
 

Coating System: The complete number and types of coats applied to a substrate in a predetermined order. (When used 
in a broader sense, surface preparation, pretreatments, dry film thickness, and manner of application are included.) For 
the purpose of this standard, the coating system includes primer, coal tar enamel, and reinforcing wraps after coating 
application to the substrate. 

 
Holiday: A discontinuity in a protective coating that exposes unprotected surface to the environment. 

 
Inspector: An authorized agent of the purchaser. 

 
Purchaser: The owner company or the authorized agency that has the authority over the pipe to which the coating is to 
be applied. 

 
Repair Area: Area of original coating systems damaged that is being repaired by the coating materials. 

 
Shelf Life: The maximum-allowable storage time for a coating material prior to its use. 

 
Supplier: The manufacturer and/or distributor of the coating material. 

 
Weld Area: The length of pipe left uncoated after being welded together during field installation of the pipeline. 
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