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Qualifying Personnel as Abrasive Blasters 
and Coating and Lining Applicators in the 

Rail Industry
This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions.  Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard 
or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance 
with this standard.  Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or 
otherwise, to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, 
or as indemnifying or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent.  This standard represents 
minimum requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials.  
Neither is this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject.  Unpredictable circumstances may negate 
the usefulness of this standard in specific instances.  AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of 
this standard by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP 
in accordance with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual 
volunteers.

Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use.  This AMPP standard may 
not necessarily address all potential health and safety problems, or environmental hazards associated with the use of 
materials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard.  Users of this AMPP standard are also 
responsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with appro-
priate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory requirements prior 
to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time 
in accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures.  AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or 
withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of 
each reaffirmation or revision.  The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition.  Purchasers of AMPP standards may 
receive current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Custom-
er Support, 15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1-281-228-6200, email: customersupport@
ampp.org).

Document History:

2023-02-13: Revised as SP0495 by AMPP Standards Committee (SC) 17, Rail & Land Transportation

2003: Reaffirmed by NACE Specific Technology Group (STG) 43, Land Transportation

1995: Approved as RP0495 by NACE Task Group T-14C-7, a component of Unit Committee T-14C on Rail Equipment 
Corrosion

AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this standard, please contact: standards@ampp.org
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Foreword

This AMPP standard practice provides guidelines for qualifying personnel as abrasive blasters and coating and lining 
applicators in the rail industry. The intent of this standard is to foster personal growth of the individuals and technical 
continuity in the areas of surface preparation and coating and lining of railcar equipment. This standard outlines a 
formal system of training and qualification that recognizes the knowledge, skill, and technical competency of the indi-
viduals engaged in this work.

This standard is intended for use by employers, managers, and others in the rail industry who have a need for such 
guidelines in their efforts to provide suitable training and qualification of their abrasive blasters and coating and lining 
applicators to comply with regulations, meet customer requirements, and enhance the effectiveness of their operations.

Scope

This AMPP standard is intended for use by North America-based rail car manufacturers and repairers who are seeking 
guidance for the development of a written practice and an in-house training and qualification program for this subject 
matter.

Rationale

This standard was reviewed by SC 17 and deemed to have continuing relevance for the rail industry, hence it is being 
revised.

In AMPP standards, the terms shall and must are used to state requirements and are considered mandatory. The 
term should is used to state something that is recommended, but is not considered mandatory. The term may is used 
to state something considered optional. 

Section 1: General

1.1	 The quality of a coating or lining application depends greatly on the capabilities of each individual performing 
the work. This standard has been prepared to establish guidelines for the qualification of abrasive blasters and 
coating and lining applicators. These jobs require appropriate knowledge, skills, and experience of specific 
technical principles.

1.2	 This standard has been developed to aid in recognizing the essential qualifications of personnel engaged in 
abrasive blasting and the application of coating and lining systems in railcar equipment.

1.3	 In developing a written practice in accordance with Section 5, the employer shall review the detailed guidelines 
presented in this standard and shall modify them as necessary to meet specific needs. Any modification shall 
not compromise the quality of either workmanship or application and shall be documented for review.

Section 2: Definitions

Abrasive Blast Cleaning: Cleaning and roughening of a surface produced by the high-velocity impact of an abrasive 
that is propelled by the discharge of pressurized fluid from a blast nozzle or by a mechanical device such as a centrif-
ugal blasting wheel. (Also referred to as Abrasive Blasting.)

Coating: A liquid, liquefiable, or mastic composition that, after application to a surface, is converted into a solid protec-
tive, decorative, or functional adherent film.

Employer: The corporate or private entity that employs personnel for wages or salary.

Curre
ntly

 in
 p

re
vie

w, c
lic

k b
uy f

ull v
er

sio
n

https://www.stdhive.com/standards/nace-sp0495-2023-pdf/

