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This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard or 
not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with this 
standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, 
to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, or as in-
demnifying or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents minimum 
requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither 
is this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the use-
fulness of this standard in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this stan-
dard by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accor-
dance with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers.

Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may not 
necessarily address all potential health and safety problems, or environmental hazards associated with the use of mate-
rials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are also re-
sponsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with appro-
priate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory requirements 
prior to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time in 
accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or with-
draw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each 
reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive 
current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Support, 
15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1-281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org).

Document History:

2024-07-24: Revised by AMPP Standards Committee (SC) 03, External Coatings - Buried & Immersed 
2018-04-24: Revised by NACE International Task Group (TG) 296 

2006-03-11: Revised by NACE TG 296 
1999-04-28: Reaffirmed by NACE TG T-10D-17/T6A-63 

October 1994: Revised by NACE TG T-10D-16  
March 1975: Approved by NACE TG T-10D-16

AMPP values your input. To provide feedback on this standard, please contact: standards@ampp.org
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Foreword

This standard covers surface preparation, material requirements, application, and handling of hot- and cold-applied 
wax and component wrappers and wax-based tape coating systems for the protection of underground pipelines, and 
valves. This standard is intended for use by corrosion control personnel, design engineers, project managers, purchas-
ers, application contractors, and construction engineers and managers. The use of this standard in coordination with 
the manufacturer of the referenced materials herein will reduce the chance of their misapplication and will maximize 
their potential to provide long-term corrosion protection. This standard is also referenced by NACE SP0169, “Control of 
External Corrosion on Underground or Submerged Metallic Piping Systems.”

Scope

This standard describes the proper application and material characteristics of wax coatings for underground pipeline 
external corrosion protection. The scope of this standard is to establish minimum requirements to ensure proper ap-
plication, inspection, and performance of field-applied wax coating systems for field repair, rehabilitation, or girth weld 
joints on buried, external steel substrates.

Included are guidelines for proper application and inspection to ensure the long-term performance of wax coating sys-
tems. The coating systems in the standard can be applied to girth weld joints during the construction of buried pipelines 
and their appurtenances that are used for conveying liquids or gases.

Rationale

Changes were made within the document to increase its clarity and specificity where necessary. The technical changes 
made in this revision include the addition of profiling mastic to the standard, the addition of a definitions section, and 
the inclusion of requirements for an application procedure specification to be prepared by the application contractor.

Referenced Standards and Other Consensus Documents

Unless specifically dated, the latest edition, revision, or amendment of the documents listed in the table below shall 
apply.

AMPP/NACE/SSPC, www.ampp.org:
NACE SP0169 Control of External Corrosion on Underground or Submerged Metallic Piping Systems
NACE SP0274
NACE TM0115

High Voltage Electrical Inspection of Pipeline Coatings
Cathodic Disbondment Test for Coated Steel Structures Under Cathodic Protection

SSPC-SP 1 Solvent Cleaning
SSPC-SP 2 Hand Tool Cleaning
ASTM International, www.astm.org:
ASTM D70 Standard Test Method for Density of Semi-Solid Bituminous Materials
ASTM D92 Standard Test Method for Flash and Fire Points by Cleveland Open Cup Tester
ASTM D127 Standard Test Method for Drop Melting Point of Petroleum Wax Including Petrolatum
ASTM D149 Standard Test Method for Dielectric Breakdown Voltage and Dielectric Strength of Solid Elec-

trical Insulating Materials at Commercial Power Frequencies
ASTM D937 Standard Test Method for Cone Penetration of Petrolatum
ASTM D938 Standard Test Method for Congealing Point of Petroleum Waxes, Including Petrolatum
ASTM D1000 Standard Test Method for Pressure-Sensitive Adhesive-Coated Tapes Used for Electrical and 

Electronic Applications
ASTM D1321 Standard Test Method for Needle Penetration of Petroleum Waxes
ASTM D2369 Standard Test Method for Volatile Content of Coatings
ASTM G8 Standard Test Methods for Cathodic Disbonding of Pipeline Coatings
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