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be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, to manufacture. sell, or use in
connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent, ar s indemnifying
or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent. T his standard represents
minimum requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restric.‘on_un the use of better
procedures or materials not discussed herein. Neither is this stendard iricended to apply in all
cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances n.>y negate the usefulness of this
standard in specific instances. NACE and SSPC assume no-res, ansibility for the interpretation
or use of this standard by other parties, and accept respon ibilit: for only those official NACE or
SSPC interpretations issued by NACE or SSPC in acco.dar.c~ with their governing procedures
and policies, which preclude the issuance of interpreta.ons Yy individual volunteers.

Users of this NACE/SSPC standard are responsib. = for reviewing appropriate health, safety, and
regulatory documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its
use. This NACE/SSPC standard may no* necessarily address all potential health and safety
problems or environmental hazards ascoc.atea with the use of materials, equipment, and/or
operations detailed or referred to within 1ais < tandard. Users of this NACE/SSPC standard also
are responsible for establishing o, ore; riate health, safety, and environmental protection
practices, in consultation vith “wprooariate regulatory authorities if necessary, to achieve
compliance with any existing ap nlica<ie regulatory requirements prior to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: .*C.=/SSPC joint surface preparation standards are subject to periodic
review, and may be r¢ vis_d or withdrawn at any time in accordance with NACE/SSPC technical
committee procedires  NACE and SSPC require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or
withdraw this stanc rd no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently
from the date Ui «act. reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition.
Purchasers 0. NAC £/SSPC standards may receive current information on all standards and other
NACE/SSPC jou. T publications by contacting the organizations at the addresses below:

ISBN 1-57590-215-X

NACE International SSPC: The Society for Protective Coatings
15835 Park Ten Place 800 Trumbull Drive
Houston, TX 77084-5145 Pittsburgh, PA 15205
+1 281-228-6200 +1 412-281-2331

©2015 NACE International and SSPC: The Society for Protective Coatings


https://www.stdhive.com/standards/nace-no-13-sspc-asc-1-pdf/

ANSI/NACE No. 13/SSPC-ACS-1

Foreword

This NACE/SSPC joint standard sets forth the requirements for qualification and cer.ficatic n of an industrial
coating and lining application specialist, referred to hereafter as an Application Sy >cizist.” The qualification
and certification process is a stepwise achievement process that includes <.'\asp xcts of surface preparation
and coating application for steel and concrete surfaces of complex industal structures. The intended
audience includes personnel involved in developing education anA ce rtification programs for the training
and assessment of the skills and knowledge of an Application Spe~ Xiat or assessing the training and
certification programs available either on the open market or fror an in-1ouse source.

The body of the standard provides the requirements for ¢ 'ali’~ation and certification of an Application
Specialist.

Appendix A (mandatory) defines the competency requirerients or the minimum “Body of Knowledge” for
each qualification level that provides a basis to allow applicants to achieve qualification in a Certified
Application Specialist Program. Appendix A priviaas requirements for Section 5 of this standard.

Appendix B (mandatory) describes the level »i competency required for each qualification level. Appendix
B provides required information for usc wi.n 2ppendix A for the development of a learning skills program
associated with the Body of Knowledg e i Appendix A.

Appendix C (nonmandatory) p ov des information on desirable workplace skills (reading text, document
use, and numeracy) that shorild " e considered by those attempting to both nurture and assess a candidate’s
overall skills level.

Appendix D (nonmanda.>ry;, provides a list of acceptable training programs.

This standard m: v be used to validate or assess a candidate’s (e.g., an employee’s or potential employee’s)
knowledge an.' sk.'s level based on qualification in a certification program operated under this standard.
One of the goals of this standard is to recognize and record in an outline format the minimum overarching
elements ii: the Body of Knowledge as these elements relate to a candidate’s competency levels of learning
and ckills.

Covemment and industry are striving for long-term reliability of equipment and operations. Corrosion
miuation of steel and concrete structures by coatings and linings is relevant to achieving that goal. Coating
aplication also combines corrosion mitigation with aesthetic appeal in both the public and private sectors.
The success of coatings and linings is heavily dependent on the qualifications of the Application Specialist.
The study “Corrosion Costs and Preventive Strategies in the United States™ identified an annual
expenditure of 108.6 billion USD on protective coatings and linings. As much as 71% of that annual
expenditure may be affected by work performed by an Application Specialist.

i NACE International
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This standard is designed to qualify the Application Specialist through a broad range of classroom
instruction and associated work experiences.

This standard was originally published in 2007 and revised in 2016 by the joint Task Group (TG) 320,
“Coating and Lining Applicator Qualification.” TG 320 is administered by Specific Technology Group (STG)
04, “Coatings and Linings, Protective: Surface Preparation,” and is composed of representatives from
NACE International, The Society for Protective Coatings (SSPC), and the International Union of Paint and
Allied Trades (IUPAT).® This standard is published under the auspices of NACE’s STG 04 and SSPC’s
Coating Applicator Qualification Committee.

In NACE/SSPC standards, the terms shall, must, should, and may are used in accordance with Pcragixph
2.2.1.8 of the Agreement Between NACE International and SSPC: The Society for Protective “oaings.
The terms shall and must are used to state mandatory requirements. The term shoulc i3 vzed © state
something considered good and is recommended but is not mandatory. The term may I- used to state
something considered optional.

@ International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT), 1750 New York Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20006.
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Section 1: General

1.1 Scope

1.1.1 This standard provides criteria for the education, training, experience, knowledge, and skills
required of an Application Specialist to prepare and apply protective coatings. This standard may be used
for certification of Application Specialists for other substrates or conditions, as considered appropriate w3’
facility owners, contractors, or certifying agencies.

1.1.2 This standard applies to qualification of an Application Specialist. The qualification:levals for
Application Specialists are summarized in Section 4, Table 1.

Section 2: Definitions

The definitions of many of the corrosion-related terms used in this standard can be forund in NACE/ASTM®@
G1932 or the “SSPC Protective Coatings Glossary.”

Application Specialist: An individual who engages in surface prapa ation and application of protective
coatings and linings.

Specialty Endorsements: Advanced knowledge and demonstrate 1 competency in specialty areas beyond
the core Body of Knowledge.

Section 3: Bady nf Knowledge

3.1 The basis for the qualification of an Apniicauan Specialist shall consist of:

3.1.1 Body of Knowledge, and

3.1.2 Test requirements.
3.2 The Body of Knowledr.e si.2ll.consist of:

3.2.1 Alist of requiz:d a =as of knowledge and skills; and

3.2.2 Required'evel of competency for each area of knowledge and skill.
3.3 The core arecs of the Body of Knowledge include:

3.3.2.. Environmental, safety, and health;

< 3.2 Prucess control;

3.3.3 Materials;

@ ASTM International (ASTM), 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959.
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