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Pressurized Water Cleaning of Concrete 
and Cementitious Materials—

Light Cleaning
This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard 
or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with 
this standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or other-
wise, to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, or as 
indemnifying or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents minimum 
requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither is 
this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the useful-
ness of this standard in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this standard 
by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accordance 
with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers.

Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may 
not necessarily address all potential health and safety problems or environmental hazards associated with the use of 
materials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are 
also responsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with 
appropriate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory require-
ments prior to the use of this standard.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time 
in accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or 
withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each 
reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive 
current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Support, 
15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1 281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org).

Document History:

2024-05-06: Approved by AMPP Standards Committee (SC) 12, Concrete Infrastructure
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Foreword

This standard is intended for use by coating or lining specifiers, applicators, inspectors, or others who require the use 
of pressurized water cleaning technology to achieve a defined level of visual cleanliness of concrete surfaces. This 
standard contains requirements for Light Cleaning. Requirements for Thorough Cleaning are addressed in a separate 
standard. The differences between Thorough and Light Cleaning levels are summarized below:

Cleaning Level Material Removed Condition of Surface Voids (Following 
Cleaning)

Thorough Cleaning by Pressurized Water All coatings and other visible deposits of 
contamination

Surface voids are thoroughly opened

Light Cleaning by Pressurized Water All loosely adherent deleterious materials 
will be removed, but tightly adherent 

coatings may remain on surface

Surface voids are not necessarily opened

Scope

This standard includes procedures for using pressurized water to remove loosely adhered surface contaminants. It 
contains requirements for the cleaning process, for the end condition of a lightly cleaned concrete surface, and for 
verification of the end condition. The standard does not address removal of water-insoluble contamination; assessment 
of concrete soundness and pH; repair of the substrate and exposed reinforcing steel; or required surface profile (see 
Paragraphs A1, A2, and A3 of Appendix A [nonmandatory]). Light cleaning by pressurized water will not create a con-
crete surface profile, it will only expose existing profile. SSPC-SP 13/NACE No. 6 contains additional information on 
these topics.

Rationale

Before the publication of this standard, the concrete coating industry lacked standards that define the end condition of 
concrete surfaces cleaned using pressurized water.

Referenced Standards and Other Consensus Documents

Unless specifically dated, the latest edition, revision, or amendment of the documents listed in the table below shall 
apply.

AMPP/NACE/SSPC, www.ampp.org:
AMPP SP21513 Procedure for Determining Conformance to Concrete Surface Profile Requirements
SSPC-SP 13/NACE No. 6 Surface Preparation of Concrete
SSPC-PA 7 Applying Thin Film Coatings to Concrete
SSPC-PA 14 Application of Thick Film Polyurea and Polyurethane Coatings to Concrete and Steel 

Using Plural-Component Equipment
NACE/ASTM G193 Standard Terminology and Acronyms Relating to Corrosion

SSPC-TR 5/ICRI Guideline 
710.1/NACE Publication 
02203

Design, Installation, and Maintenance of Protective Polymer Flooring Systems for 
Concrete

ASTM International, www.astm.org:
IEEE/ASTM SI 10 American National Standard for Metric Practice
ASTM D4258 Standard Practice for Surface Cleaning of Concrete for Coating
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