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Foreword

This publication has been prepared to provide all interested persons an opportunity to study and comment on
the Proposed Revisions to be incorporated into the 2012 Edition of the National Electrical Safety Code
(NESC®).

This Preprint provides the full text of each proposal to revise the 2007 Edition of the NESC together with the
recommendation of the subcommittee that has cognizance of the rule addressed by the change proposal (CP). 

The deadline for receipt of comments on the Proposal Revision contained herein is 1 May 2010. All
comments shall be submitted through the Web site shown below. Only comments that are submitted
electronically through the Web site will be accepted.

http://standards.ieee.org/nesc/rp/welcome.html

Comments for each separate topic are to be uploaded separately using the template at the following URL: 

http://standards.ieee.org/nesc/rp/Comment.doc.  

In those cases where a single CP or a group of related CPs affects rules within the scopes of two or more
subcommittees, the recommendation of all subcommittees affected are included. Where the recommendation
of two or more subcommittees are not compatible with each other, a recommendation by Subcommittee 1,
which is responsible for coordination, is also included.

Please note that the subcommittee recommendations herein are subject to further review and revision by the
cognizant subcommittee following study and evaluation of all comments received. The subcommittee final
recommendation will be prepared for a January 2011 letter ballot of the National Electrical Safety Code
Committee. It is anticipated that the approved text will be submitted for American National Standards
Institute approval in May 2011, with publication of the NESC 2012 Edition on 1 August 2011.
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Procedure for Revising the 
National Electrical Safety Code

1. Preparation of Proposals for Amendment

NOTE: The procedures for the collection of change proposals are subject to change as the revision of
the 2012 Edition of the NESC approaches. Logon to the NESC Zone at http://standards.ieee.org/nesc/
for updates.

1.1 A proposal may be prepared by any

(a) Substantially interested person
(b) Interested organization
(c) NESC Subcommittee
(d) Member of the NESC Committee or its subcommittees

1.2 Change proposals shall be submitted to Secretary of the National Electrical Safety Code
Committee via the following URL: http://standards.ieee.org/nesc/, using the change proposal form
on the Web site. 

1.3 Each separate topic shall begin on a separate form and shall only address one rule, unless a change
in a rule directly affects another rule. If a proposal references documents not readily available to all
subcommittee members, sufficient copies of the referenced documents to supply the subcommittee
must be furnished.

1.4 The proposal shall consist of

(a) A statement, in NESC rule form, of the exact change, rewording, or new material proposed
(b) Words to be deleted shall be indicated via strike-throughs, and words to be added shall be

underlined. 
(c) The name of the submitter (organization or individual as applicable)
(d) Supporting comments, giving the reasons why the NESC should be revised 

(NOTE: A change proposal will not be accepted if these steps are not followed.)

2. The NESC Secretary will

(a) Acknowledge receipt of proposals for revision
(b) Distribute to each member of the appropriate NESC Subcommittee all of the proposals

received, arranged in a coordinated sequence

3. Subcommittee recommendation

The NESC Subcommittee responsible will consider each proposal and take one or more of the
following steps:

(a) Endorse the proposal as received.
(b) Prepare a proposed revision or addition for the NESC (this may be a coordination of several

comments, or a committee consensus on a modification of a proposal).
(c) Refer the proposal to a technical working group for detailed consideration.
(d) Request coordination with other NESC Subcommittees.
(e) Recommend rejection of the proposal, for stated reasons.

For each item, the responsible subcommittee shall prepare a voting statement, accompanied by all
members’ statements concerning their votes (cogent reasons are required for negative votes). Steps (c)
and (d) are intended to result, eventually, in a proposal of category (b).
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Action under steps (c) or (d) shall be completed and reported to the subcommittee before the end of the
public review period if the item is to be included in the upcoming revision.

4. Preprint of proposals

The NESC Secretary shall organize and publish a Preprint of the proposed revisions including:

(a) The original proposal as received from the submitter.

(b) The recommendation of the subcommittee with respect to the proposal (including a voting
statement and subcommittee members’ statements).

(c) Copies of submittal form for comments.

The Preprint shall be distributed to all members of NESC Subcommittees and representatives of
organizations comprising the NESC Committee. Copies shall be available for sale to other
interested parties. Notice of availability of the Preprint shall be submitted to ANSI for publication
in ANSI Standards Action. The Preprint shall carry information on how to submit comments on the
proposals and the final date for such submissions.

5. Final processing of proposed revisions and comments

5.1 Following the public review period, the Secretary shall organize and distribute for subcommittee
consideration all comments received electronically via the following URL: 
http://standards.ieee.org/nesc/rp/welcome.html.

5.2 The Preprint and the comments received shall be reconsidered by the subcommittees. No new
change proposals may be considered.

(a) The subcommittee may recommend adoption or rejection of the proposal by majority vote.

(b) When extended technical consideration or resolution of differing or conflicting points of view
is necessary, the subcommittee shall refer the problem to a working group of the subcommittee
for proposed resolution. If expeditious resolution is not possible, the subject shall be held on
the docket.

Each working group shall provide, to its parent subcommittee, recommendations on matters
considered as a result of subcommittee referrals under items 3(c) and 5.2(b).

Each subcommittee shall prepare a report showing its proposed revisions and all items held on the
docket together with a plan for their disposition.

5.3 The Secretary shall provide commenters with copies of actions taken on the rules affected by their
comments, and shall make all such reports available for examination upon request.

6. Final approval

6.1 Based upon the subcommittee reports, the Secretary shall prepare a draft of the revision of the
NESC and distribute copies to

(a) The NESC Committee for approval by a six-week letter ballot

(b) The American National Standards Institute Board of Standards Review for concurrent 60-day
public review

6.2 Comments received in response to the letter ballot and public review shall be referred to the
Executive Subcommittee for resolution or referral to the appropriate subcommittee. Those items on
which consensus cannot be reached shall be referred to the appropriate subcommittee for
consideration during the next revision cycle. Unless a consensus for revision is established, the
requirements of the current edition shall carry over to the proposed edition.
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Subcommittee 1
Purpose, Scope, Application, Definitions, and References

(Sections 1, 2, and 3)

Allen L. Clapp, Chair  Charles C. Bleakley, Secretary

Subcommittee 2
Grounding Methods
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John B. Dagenhart, Chair Ewell T. Robeson, Secretary

Name Voting position Employed by Organization 
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represented
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Robert Molde (Principal) Xcel Energy EEI

Gregory Obenchain (Alternate) Edison Electric Institute EEI
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Subcommittee 3
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D. J. Christofersen, Chair Gary R. Engmann, Secretary
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Subcommittee 4
Overhead Lines—Clearances
(Sections 20, 21, 22, and 23)

David G. Komassa, Chair        Eric K. Engdahl, Secretary

Name Voting position Employed by Organization 
represented

Charles C. Bleakley (Principal) Retired AEIC

Keith Reese (Alternate) Georgia Power Company AEIC

Jan Howard (Principal) Owensboro Municipal Utilities APPA

Lawrence M. Slavin (Principal) Outside Plant Consulting Services, Inc. ATIS

Trevor Bowmer (Principal) Telcordia ATIS

Dennis Henry (Alternate) Telcordia ATIS

Maggie Emery (Principal) Bonneville Power Administration BPA

Allen L. Clapp (Principal) Clapp Research Associates, P.C. Consultant

Donald E. Hooper (Principal) ES&C, Inc. Consultant

O. C. Amrhyn (Principal) OPEC Consultant

Rudolph J. Bednarz (Principal) JayCo Engineering, Inc. Consultant

David G. Komassa (Principal) We Energies EEI

Eric K. Engdahl (Principal) American Electric Power EEI

Kevin Drzewiecki (Principal) National Grid EEI

Mickey B. Gunter (Principal) Engineering Consultant EEI

Thomas R. Crowell (Principal) OH Distribution Design Engineer AIP 
Public Service Co. of Oklahoma

EEI

Tracy Dencker (Alternate) Ameren EEI

Barrett Thomas (Alternate) American Electric Power EEI

Frank Tucker (Alternate) American Electric Power EEI

Alan Kuipers (Alternate) Consumer Energy EEI

Chris Ann Shellberg (Alternate) Consumer Energy EEI

Gregory Obenchain (Alternate) Edison Electric Institute EEI

Jeffrey Steiner (Alternate) National Grid EEI

Jeffery Hall (Alternate) Florida Power and Light EEI

Alan T. Young (Principal) Verizon Network Services EIA

Mark Berlinger (Alternate) Verizon Network Services EIA

Joseph Renowden Emeritus

James R. Tomaseski (Principal) IBEW IBEW

Marc Candels (Principal) Candels Consulting IEC

Robert G. Oswald (Principal) Power Engineers, Inc. IEE/PES/T&D

Mathew C. Schwarz (Principal) HDR Engineering, Inc. IEEE/IAS

Darren Gill (Principal) Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission

NARUC

Christopher Austin (Principal) Time Warner Cable NCTA

Rex Bullinger (Alternate) National Cable Television Association NCTA



x Copyright © 2009 IEEE. All rights reserved.
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Ewell T. Robeson Progress Energy 3 9

Wayne B. Roelle Consultant 2

Lanny L. Smith Consultant A

James R. Tomaseski IBEW A

A = All areas, P1 = Part 1, P2 = Part 2, P3 = Part 3, P4 = Part 4, S9 = Section 9 Grounding
When a member has S9 and a Part number, they cover grounding and grounding for that part.

Name Employed by Part Section

AAR—Association of American Railroads
ACMA—American Composites Manufacturers Association
AEIC—Association of Edison Illuminating Companies
AISI—American Iron and Steel Institute
APPA—American Public Power Association
APTA—American Public Transit Association
ATIS—Alliance for Telephone Industry Solutions
AWPA—American Wood Preserves Assocation
BPA—Bonneville Power Admin., U.S. Dept. of Energy
EEI—Edison Electric Institute
EIA—Electronic Industries Association
IBEW—International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
IEC—Independent Electrical Contractors
IEEE—Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc.
IMSA—International Municipal Signal Association
NARUC—National Association of Regulatory Utility 

Commissioners

NCEMC—North Carolina Electric Membership Cooperative
NCTA—National Cable Television Association
NECA—National Electrical Contractors Association
NEMA—National Electrical Manufacturers Association
NRECA—National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
NSC—National Safety Council
NSPE—National Society of Professional Engineers
OHSA—Occupational Safety and Health Administration
REMC—Rutherford Electric Membership Corporation
RUS—Rural Utilities Services, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
SCTE—Society of Telecommunication Engineers
SEEX—Southeastern Electric Exchange
TVA—Tennessee Valley Authority
WAPA—Western Area Power Administration, U.S. Dept. of 

Energy
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