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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

POWER SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT AND ASSOCIATED INFORMATION
EXCHANGE — DATA AND COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY -

Part 3: Communication network and system security —
Profiles including TCP/IP

FOREWORD

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardiz itioi com . rising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to prom: < in. r.ational
co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To ‘his end and
in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications' Technical Reports,
Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as "IEC _.Pub ication(s)"). Their
preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee intereste< in u.2 subject dealt with
may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-governmeni. ! orge rizations liaising
with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely with the Inicrna‘ionai Organization for
Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by agreemei.* bztw >en wne two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nea.'v 7s possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical ccmmittee has representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for internaticiial usc. and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are niade ‘o er sure that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for *the ay in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC Natior al Comittees undertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their natioi 2l a8 id regional publications. Any divergence between
any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation of cori’ormi‘v. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, accesa.l) IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certificaiicn L odies.

All users should ensure that they have th' |z.est edition of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or its ai =ctu.s, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committees ana 'EC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whc*so. ver, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the pu>licauon, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the .'ormative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the _c.-ecu application of this publication.

Attention is drawn to v..e p/ ssibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of patent
rights. IEC shall not be . =Id responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

IEC 62351-3 1.3s been prepared by IEC technical committee 57: Power systems management
and associai>d information exchange. It is an International Standard.

This se2c nd edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 2014, Amendment 1:2018
ond smendment 2:2020. This edition constitutes a technical revision.

Tvis edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous
adition:

a) Inclusion of the TLSv1.2 related parameter required in IEC 62351-3 Ed.1.2 to be specified

by the referencing standard. This comprises the following parameter:
e Mandatory TLSv1.2 cipher suites to be supported.
e Specification of session resumption parameters.

e Specification of session renegotiation parameters.


https://www.stdhive.com/standards/iec-62351-3-ed-20-b2023-pdf/

-6 - IEC 62351-3:2023 © |IEC 2023

e Revocation handling using CRL and OCSP.
e Handling of security events.

b) Inclusion of a TLSv1.3 profile to be applicable for the power system domain in a similar way
as for TLSv1.2 session.

The text of this International Standard is based on the following documents:

Draft Report on voting

57/2578/FDIS 57/2593/RVD

Full information on the voting for its approval can be found in the report on voting indicated in
the above table.

The language used for the development of this International Standard is English.

This document was drafted in accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. arid developed in
accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1 and ISO/IEC Directives, IEC Stople...ent, available
at www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs. The main document types ('eve 2ped by IEC are
described in greater detail at www.iec.ch/publications.

NOTE The following print types are used:

e Abstract Syntax Notation One (ASN.1) are presented in courier new 2 .0"%old courier new

A list of all parts in the IEC 62351 series, published unc=r 11e general title Power systems
management and associated information exchange - Da‘a and communications security, can
be found on the IEC website.

The committee has decided that the contents of this document will remain unchanged until the
stability date indicated on the IEC website undar webstore.iec.ch in the data related to the
specific document. At this date, the docun.<~1 will be

e reconfirmed,

e withdrawn,

e replaced by a revised editiva. or

e amended.

IMPORTANT --The "culour inside” logo on the cover page of this document indicates that it
contains. cc'hur.. which are considered to be useful for the correct understanding of its
contents. ('sei = should therefore print this document using a colour printer.
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INTRODUCTION

This edition of IEC 62351-3 is a self-contained document profiling the usage of TLS for to secure
power system communication. It is recommended to refer to this edition of this document rather
than any previous edition, because this edition updates the utilized cryptographic algorithms
(ciphersuites), provides enhanced functionality, and covers different TLS versions. In contrast
to previous editions, this document specifies all necessary TLS specific settings and does not
require the referencing standard to define specific settings for TLS.

Note that the recommendation to use this edition, potentially also with older referencing
standards, requires technical support by implementations of the TLS settings specified in this
edition of the document.
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POWER SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT AND ASSOCIATED INFORMATION
EXCHANGE — DATA AND COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY -

Part 3: Communication network and system security —
Profiles including TCP/IP

1 Scope

1.1 Scope

This part of IEC 62351 specifies how to provide confidentiality, integrity protection »and
message level authentication for protocols that make use of TCP/IP as a messaye transport
layer and utilize Transport Layer Security when cyber-security is required. This may relate to
SCADA/telecontrol, protection, automation and control protocols.

IEC 62351-3 specifies how to secure TCP/IP-based protocols through constraints on the
specification of the messages, procedures, and algorithms of Transpu:t Layer Security (TLS)
(TLSv1.2 defined in RFC 5246, TLSv1.3 defined in RFC 8446). In \he ¢ pecific clauses, there
will be subclauses to note the differences and commonalities in the application depending on
the target TLS version. The use and specification of interveni a =2xternal security devices (e.g.,
"bump-in-the-wire") are considered out-of-scope.

In contrast to previous editions of this document, w»is ~dition is self-contained in terms of
completely defining a profile of TLS. Hence, it ¢ be applied directly, without the need to
specify further TLS parameters, except the port number, over which the communication will be
performed. Therefore, this part can be directly utilizea from a referencing standard and can be
combined with further security measures on‘ther layers. Providing the profiling of TLS without
the need for further specifying TLS parai ioturs allows declaring conformity to the described
functionality without the need to involve urither IEC 62351 documents.

This document is intended to be 1>feiciiced as a normative part of other IEC standards that
have the need for providing secu ity ‘or their TCP/IP-based protocol exchanges under similar
boundary conditions. However, \..i.> up to the individual protocol security initiatives to decide if
this document is to be refe er.ced.

The document also dciines security events for specific conditions, which support error handling,
security audit trails, .ntru sion detection, and conformance testing. Any action of an organization
in response to events .» an error condition described in this document are beyond the scope of
this document ar. 1 are expected to be defined by the organization’s security policy.

This docume:t reflects the security requirements of the IEC power systems management
protocol.:. Should other standards bring forward new requirements, this document may need to
be evisc .

1.2 Intended audience

The initial audience for this document is intended to be experts developing or making use of
protocols in the field of power systems management and associated information exchange. For
the measures described in this document to take effect, they must be accepted and referenced
by the specifications of protocols making use of TCP/IP security by applying TLS. This
document is written to enable that process.

The subsequent audience for this document is intended to be the developers of products that
implement these protocols.
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