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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

SWITCHES FOR APPLIANCES -

Part 2-4: Particular requirements for
independently mounted switches

FOREWORD

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization cempi.ting

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9)

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to p amc'e
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic ela.. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technica' Syecifications,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referi 1 tu a5 “IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Commiw.~e interested
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmenta. and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC chllaborates closely
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conu.in's determined by
agreement between the two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearlv as no-sible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical comn.tiee . as representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for internationa! use and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to e s 're that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the=way in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National “on.nittees undertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their natic~al «.nd regional publications. Any divergence
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding natio‘ar or r.gional publication shall be clearly indicated in
the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certificatior hocies.

All users should ensure that they have the late.t «dition of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or its dire 'tris, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committees «d 1-C National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whats eve- whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the puhlication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the Mol ~ativ 2 references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the cori “<t appication of this publication.

Attention is drawn tc the pouosibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC sh.'l no be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard 12C 61058-2-4 has been prepared by subcommittee 23J: Switches for
appliances. o1 'EC technical committee 23: Electrical accessories.

This setond edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 1995 and constitutes a
technica! revision.

Thicedition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous
edition:

a) overall format modified to support the revised structure of the series;

b) Annexes K and M have been included as an integral part of this document;

c) Annex L has been included for information purposes only.
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The text of this International Standard is based on the following documents:

CDV Report on voting
233/433/CDV 23J/441/RVC

Full information on the voting for the approval of this International Standard can be found in
the report on voting indicated in the above table.

This document has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
This document is to be used in conjunction with IEC 61058-1:2016.

This document supplements or modifies the corresponding clauses in IEC 61058-1, s> ac to
convert that publication into the IEC standard: Particular requirements for iidepenaantly
mounted switches.

When a particular subclause of IEC 61058-1 is not mentioned in thia. cocument, that
subclause applies as far as reasonable. Where this document states "addi:ion", "'modification"
or "replacement”, the relevant text of IEC 61058-1 is to be adapted acco.dinyiy.

In this document:

1) the following print types are used:
— requirements proper: in roman type;
— test specifications: in italic type;
— explanatory matter: in smaller roman type.
2) subclauses, figures or tables which are additio.»~! to those in IEC 61058-1 are numbered
starting from 101.

A list of all the parts in the IEC 61058 ser.es;, under the general title Switches for appliances,
can be found on the IEC website.

The committee has decided that*he contents of this document will remain unchanged until the
stability date indicated on the«'EC website under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in the data related to
the specific document. At tkis date, the document will be

e reconfirmed,

e withdrawn,

o replaced by a revisxd edition, or

e amenced.
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SWITCHES FOR APPLIANCES -

Part 2-4: Particular requirements for
independently mounted switches

1 Scope
Clause 1 of IEC 61058-1:2016 is applicable, except as follows.
Addition:

This document applies to independently mounted switches for appliances (mechanical or
electronic) actuated by hand, by foot or by other human activity, to opcrate or control
electrical appliances and other equipment for household or similar purgases with a rated
voltage not exceeding 480 V and a rated current not exceeding 63 A.

These switches are intended to be operated by a person, via &« ac'uating member or by
actuating a sensing unit. The actuating member or sensing unit ~=n be integral with or
arranged separately, either physically or electrically, from tke < witch and involve transmission
of a signal, for example, electrical, optical, acoustic or w:..al, between the actuating
member or sensing unit and the switch.

Switches which incorporate additional control functio.’s goaverned by the switch function are
within the scope of this document.

This document also covers the indirect actuation of the switch when the operation of the
actuating member or sensing unit is proviec by o remote control or by a part of an appliance
or equipment, such as a door.

NOTE 1 Electronic switches can be cemb. '‘ed’ with mechanical switches giving full disconnection or micro-
disconnection.

NOTE 2 Electronic switches withour = mechanical switch in the supply circuit provide only electronic
disconnection. Therefore, the circuit'on the load side is always considered to be live.

NOTE 3 For switches used I tropical climates, additional requirements can apply.

NOTE 4 Attention is a.awn o the fact that the standards for appliances can contain additional or alternative
requirements for switches.

NOTE 5 Througqout his document, the word "appliance" means "appliance or equipment".
2 No-'mative references

Tlauce 2 Of IEC 61058-1:2016 is applicable except as follows.

Aldition:

IEC 60227-5, Polyvinyl chloride insulated cables of rated voltages up to and including
450/750 V — Part 5: Flexible cables (cords)

IEC 60245-4, Rubber insulated cables — Rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V —
Part 4: Cords and flexible cables
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