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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 
 

VACUUM CLEANERS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE – 
METHODS OF MEASURING THE PERFORMANCE 

 
 

FOREWORD 

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any 
equipment declared to be in conformity with an IEC Publication. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.  

International Standard IEC 60312 has been prepared by subcommittee 59F: Floor treatment 
appliances, of IEC technical committee 59: Performance of household electrical appliances. 

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition published in 1998, amendment 1 
(2000) and amendment 2 (2004). The following subclauses have been updated: 

– 2.9 on performance with partly filled receptacle; 
– 2.10 on determination of dust emission of the vacuum cleaners; 
– 4.14 on energy consumption. 
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The text of this standard is based on the following documents: 

FDIS Report on voting 

59F/163/FDIS 59F/164/RVD 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on 
voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until the 
maintenance result date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in the data 
related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed; 
• withdrawn; 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 
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VACUUM CLEANERS FOR HOUSEHOLD USE – 
METHODS OF MEASURING THE PERFORMANCE 

 
 
 

1 Section 1: General 

1.1 Scope 

This International Standard is applicable to vacuum cleaners for household use in or under 
conditions similar to those in households. 

The purpose of this standard is to specify essential performance characteristics of vacuum 
cleaners being of interest to the users and to describe methods for measuring these 
characteristics. 

NOTE Due to the influence of environmental conditions, variations in time, origin of test materials and proficiency 
of the operator, most of the described test methods will give more reliable results when applied for comparative 
testing of a number of appliances at the same time, in the same laboratory and by the same operator. 

For safety requirements, reference is made to IEC 60335-1 and IEC 60335-2-2. 

1.2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For 
dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of 
the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

IEC 60704-1:1982, Test code for the determination of airborne acoustical noise emitted by 
household and similar electrical appliances − Part 1: General requirements 

IEC 60704-2-1:1984, Test code for the determination of airborne acoustical noise emitted by 
household and similar electrical appliances − Part 2-1: Particular requirements for vacuum 
cleaners 

ISO 554:1976, Standard atmospheres for conditioning and/or testing – Specifications 

ISO 679:1989, Methods of testing cements − Determination of strength 

ISO 2439:1997, Flexible cellular polymeric materials – Determination of hardness (indentation 
technique) 

ISO 3386-1:1986, Polymeric materials, cellular flexible – Determination of stress-strain 
characteristics in compression – Part 1: Low-density materials 

ISO 5167:2003 (all parts), Measurement of fluid flow by means of pressure differential devices 
inserted in circular cross-section conduits running full 

CIE 15.2:1986, Colorimetry 

1.3 Definitions 

For the purposes of this International Standard, the following definitions apply: 
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AVANT-PROPOS 

1) La Commission Electrotechnique Internationale (CEI) est une organisation mondiale de normalisation composée 
de l'ensemble des comités électrotechniques nationaux (Comités nationaux de la CEI). La CEI a pour objet de 
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4) Dans le but d'encourager l'unification internationale, les Comités nationaux de la CEI s'engagent à appliquer de 
façon transparente, dans toute la mesure possible, les normes internationales de la CEI dans leurs normes 
nationales et régionales. Toutes divergences entre toutes Publications de la CEI et toutes publications 
nationales ou régionales correspondantes doivent être indiquées en termes clairs dans ces dernières. 

5) La CEI n’a prévu aucune procédure de marquage valant indication d’approbation et n'engage pas sa 
responsabilité pour les équipements déclarés conformes à une de ses Publications. 

6) Tous les utilisateurs doivent s'assurer qu'ils sont en possession de la dernière édition de cette publication. 

7) Aucune responsabilité ne doit être imputée à la CEI, à ses administrateurs, employés, auxiliaires ou 
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1 Section 1: Généralités 

1.1 Domaine d’application 

La présente Norme internationale s’applique aux aspirateurs de poussière pour usage 
domestique ou utilisation dans des conditions similaires à celles rencontrées dans des 
conditions domestiques. 

La présente norme a pour but d'énumérer les principales caractéristiques d’aptitude à la 
fonction des aspirateurs de poussière intéressant les consommateurs et de décrire les 
méthodes de mesure de ces caractéristiques. 

NOTE Compte tenu de l'influence des conditions d’environnement, des variations dans le temps, de l’origine des 
matériels d’essai et de la compétence de l’opérateur, la plupart des méthodes d’essai décrites donneront des 
résultats d’essai plus fiables si elles sont utilisées dans le cadre d'essais comparatifs sur un certain nombre 
d’appareils au même moment, dans le même laboratoire et par le même opérateur. 

Pour les exigences de sécurité, il est fait référence à la CEI 60335-1 et à la CEI 60335-2-2. 

1.2 Références normatives 

Les documents de référence suivants sont indispensables pour l'application du présent 
document. Pour les références datées, seule l’édition citée s’applique. Pour les références non 
datées, la dernière édition du document de référence (y compris les éventuels amendements) 
s'applique. 

CEI 60704-1:1997, Appareils électrodomestiques et analogues – Code d'essai pour la 
détermination du bruit aérien – Partie 1: Règles générales 

CEI 60704-2-1:2000, Appareils électrodomestiques et analogues – Code d'essai pour la 
détermination du bruit aérien – Partie 2-1: Règles particulières pour les aspirateurs de 
poussière 

ISO 554:1976, Atmosphères normales de conditionnement et/ou d’essai – Spécifications 

ISO 679:1989, Méthodes d’essai des ciments – Détermination des résistances mécaniques 

ISO 2439:1997, Matériaux polymères alvéolaires souples – Détermination de la dureté 
(technique par indentation) 

ISO 3386-1:1986, Matériaux polymères alvéolaires souples – Détermination de la 
caractéristique de contrainte-déformation relative en compression – Partie 1: Matériaux à 
basse masse volumique 

ISO 5167:2003 (toutes les parties), Mesure de débit des fluides au moyen d'appareils 
déprimogènes insérés dans des conduites en charge de section circulaire 

CIE 15.2:1986, Colorimetry (disponible en anglais seulement) 

1.3 Définitions 

Pour les besoins de la présente Norme internationale, les définitions suivantes s'appliquent: 




