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ELECTRIC CABLES -
CALCULATION OF THE CURRENT RATING -

Part 1-3: Current rating equations (100 % load factor)
and calculation of losses — Current sharing between parallel
single-core cables and calculation of circulating current losses

FOREWORD

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardizati \n coinprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 1. ternational
co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fiel.'s. To this end and
in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specificativ..=_echnical Reports,
Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC Pubn ation(s)”). Their
preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interec‘ed i1 the ~ubject dealt with
may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-aov~:"me >t-i organizations liaising
with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely with ‘e In =rnational Organization for
Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by agreement be*we2n the two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters expre s, s nearly as possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical <...=ittee has representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for internatio. al '.se and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are .nadc to ensure that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible fo. the way in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC Nationa.Zommittees undertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence between
any IEC Publication and the corresponding nationa. or reaional publication shall be clearly indicated in the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation nf coni> mity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas ~ccet. to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certif ca’.on bodies.

All users should ensure that they have Ye iciest edition of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or . its lirectors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committee. ~1d IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature w'.atsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of ‘“he »ub'.cation, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the »orre ct application of this publication.

Attention is dr=.n to the | ossibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of patent
rights. IEC s™all it be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

IEC 60287-1-% has been prepared by IEC technical committee 20: Electric cables. It is an
Internat.onal Standard.

‘ais cecoad edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 2002. This edition

<0

1.~%itutes a technical revision.

This edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous
edition:

a) Change and update of list of symbols.
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The text of this International Standard is based on the following documents:

Draft Report on voting

20/2098/FDIS 20/2105/RVD

Full information on the voting for its approval can be found in the report on voting indicated in
the above table.

The language used for the development of this International Standard is English.

This document was drafted in accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2, and develape! in
accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1 and ISO/IEC Directives, IEC Supplement, aval'ab.»
at www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs. The main document types developed by I.C ure
described in greater detail at www.iec.ch/publications.

A list of all parts in the IEC 60287 series, published under the general title Llectric cables —
Calculation of the current rating, can be found on the IEC website.

The committee has decided that the contents of this document will re~aii. vichanged until the
stability date indicated on the IEC website under webstore.iec.chi in ti e data related to the
specific document. At this date, the document will be

e reconfirmed,

e withdrawn,

e replaced by a revised edition, or

e amended.
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INTRODUCTION

When single-core cables are installed in parallel, it is possible that the load current will not
share equally between the parallel cables. The circulating currents in the sheaths of the parallel
cables will also differ. This is because a significant proportion of the impedance of large
conductors is due to self reactance and mutual reactance. Hence the spacing and relative
location of each cable will have an effect on the current sharing and the circulating currents.
The currents are also affected by phase rotation. The method described in this document can
be used to calculate the current sharing between conductors as well as the circulating current
losses.

There is no simple rule by which the circulating current losses of parallel cables ca. be
estimated. Calculation for each cable configuration should be applied. The principlex a.~d
impedance formulae involved are straightforward but the difficulty arises in solving ti'e lerge
number of simultaneous equations generated. The number of equations to be solved qenorally
precludes the use of manual calculations and solution by computer is recomme..dea. -or n,

cables per phase having metallic sheaths in a three-phase system there are 5 - n, vquations
containing the same number of complex variables.

For simplicity the equations set out in this document assume that the paraliel conductors all
have the same cross-sectional area. If this is not the case, the equ.ione should be adapted to
allow for different resistances for each conductor. The effect of neu.=2! and earth conductors
can also be calculated by including these conductors in the apg -opriate loops. The method set
out in this document does not take account of any portion of the si.zath circulating currents that
can flow through the earth or other extraneous paths. In this respect, the effect of earth return
path has been excluded for the purposes of the method~loy fescribed in the following, as it is
concluded that it can affect the magnitude of the resc'ting circulating currents only by a small
extent on a limited number of cases, where both yc/y Iuw soil electrical resistivity values and
low earthing conductor resistance values are simu.tan¢ ously considered.

The conductor currents and sheath circuleting: currents in parallel single-core cables are
unlikely to be equal. Because of this, the exia:nal thermal resistance for buried parallel cables
should be calculated using the meth~d sct out in IEC 60287-2-1:2023, 4.2.3.2. Because the
external thermal resistance and«she3*n ‘emperatures are functions of the power dissipation
from each cable in the group an ite:ativc procedure to determine the circulating current losses
and the external thermal resistan.e s.iould be adopted.
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ELECTRIC CABLES -
CALCULATION OF THE CURRENT RATING -

Part 1-3: Current rating equations (100 % load factor)
and calculation of losses — Current sharing between parallel
single-core cables and calculation of circulating current losses

1 Scope

This part of IEC 60287 provides a method for calculating the phase currents and circ 'laung
current losses in single-core cables arranged in parallel.

The method described in this document can be used for any number of cabl>s per phase in
parallel in any physical layout. The phase currents can be calculated for ai.; . = rrangement of
sheath bonding. For the calculation of sheath losses, it is assumed that the theati s are bonded
at both ends. A method for calculating sheath eddy current losses in two c.:cuts in flat formation
is given in IEC 60287-1-2.

2 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document

3 Terms, definitions and symbols

3.1 Terms and definitions

No terms and definitions are listed in this dccument.

ISO and IEC maintain terminolng, aawabases for use in standardization at the following
addresses:

e |EC Electropedia: avail.'ble at https://www.electropedia.org/
e |SO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

3.2 Symbols
de externei iamete. of the conductor, mm
mea. dicmeter of sheath or screen, mm

f cvstem frequency, Hz
e mber of cables per phase

D, . axial spacing between conductors, mm

[1) support vector used in the calculation of current in 4.3

current in the conductor of cable ng, A

circulating current in the sheath of cable n;, A

[O] support matrix used in the calculation of current in 4.3

R resistance of a conducting element, Q/m

c AC resistance of conductor at maximum operating temperature, Q/m
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