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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

SOUND SYSTEM EQUIPMENT -
Part 3: Amplifiers

FOREWORD

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization coi. nris.ng
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to. prumote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fic!lds. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technice Spcrificadons,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to us “IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committe > interested
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, gove.nmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IE= ccllaborates closely
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with cunditior.s determined by
agreement between the two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as <:ez.1y 3s pussible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical commi. 2e hs representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for internationa. us2 and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to_en. ire that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for th2 way .n which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National ¢ mr ‘ttees undertake to apply |IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their ~.tiorn>!l and regional publications. Any divergence
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding natical o: regional publication shall be clearly indicated in
the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation of corformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, access 0 |IEE marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certification e 3s.

All users should ensure that they have the ia.>st ¢ lition of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or its cdirec ars. employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committeec an ' IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whatsc2ver, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the nubicaion, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the.orn.>*ve references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the carrec t application of this publication.

Attention is drawn i~ the »ossibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shai. »=« be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International < Stair dard IEC 60268-3 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 100:
Audio, videcv and multimedia systems and equipment.

This«fifti. edition cancels and replaces the fourth edition published in 2013. This edition
condtitute s a technical revision.

~his edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous
edition:

a)
b)
c)
d)

rated condition of digital input is newly specified;

tolerance of rated power supply is changed,;

maximum effective output power is appended to output characteristics list;
"Terms, definitions and rated values" clause is complemented.
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The text of this standard is based on the following documents:

CDV Report on voting

100/2960/CDV 100/3069/RVC

Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on
voting indicated in the above table.

This document has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

A list of all parts in the IEC 60268 series, published under the general title Sound sy:tem
equipment, can be found on the IEC website.

This part of IEC 60268 shall be used in conjunction with |EC 6026€& 1:1785 and
IEC 60268-2:1987.

The committee has decided that the contents of this document will remain u>changed until the
stability date indicated on the IEC website under "http://webstore.iec.ch” ii.. the cata related to
the specific document. At this date, the document will be

e reconfirmed,

e withdrawn,

o replaced by a revised edition, or

e amended.

A bilingual version of this publication may be issueu at @ later date.
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SOUND SYSTEM EQUIPMENT -

Part 3: Amplifiers

1 Scope

This part of IEC 60268 applies to analogue amplifiers, and the analogue parts of
analogue/digital amplifiers, which form part of a sound system for professional or hous~hold
applications. It specifies the characteristics that should be included in specificatians  of
amplifiers and the corresponding methods of measurement.

NOTE The methods of measurement for digital amplifiers and similar equipment are given in [EC €.306 |} +.

In general, the specified methods of measurement are those which are seen to be most
directly related to the characteristics. This does not exclude the use of ou:?r methods that
give equivalent results.

In general, the methods are based on the simplest measuring equ'om\ nt which can provide
useful results. This does not exclude the use of more complex equipn.znt that can give higher
accuracy and/or allow automatic measurement and recording o results.

Rated conditions and standard measuring conditions are specified in order to allow
measurements to be reliably repeated.

2 Normative references

The following documents are referred toin ‘he 12xt in such a way that some or all of their
content constitutes requirements of thic. Jocument. For dated references, only the edition
cited applies. For undated reference¢, 1-.e latest edition of the referenced document (including
any amendments) applies.

IEC 60065:2014, Audio, video «a similar electronic apparatus — Safety requirements

IEC 60268-1:1985, Sou~d sysiem equipment — Part 1: General
IEC 60268-1:1985/AN:11:.988
IEC 60268-1:1985/+ MD. :1988

IEC 60268-2:7198." Sound system equipment — Part 2: Explanation of general terms and
calculation‘merods
Amendment 1:1991

IEC 604.7:2002, Graphical symbols for use on equipment — 12-month subscription to
reaulesly nipdated online database comprising all graphical symbols published in IEC 60417

IEC 60958:2016 (all parts), Series, Digital audio interface

1 Numbers in square brackets refer to the Bibliography.
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