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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

IMPULSE TESTS ON CABLES AND THEIR ACCESSORIES

FOREWORD

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fielu>. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Speciti atic.'s,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to.as ‘“IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee in.>resced
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governn =nta. ana non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collar crates closely
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions de.>rmined by
agreement between the two organizations.

The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as noss..', an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has .=pres: ntation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use a. < are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure thc* tke technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in whicn they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Commilices (ndertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their naticnal and ‘egional publications. Any divergence
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding nationa’ or i ~gic. =i publication shall be clearly indicated in
the latter.

IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC mar s of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certification bodies.

All users should ensure that they have the latest ecition.of this publication.

No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, emy' yees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committees and IE 1v2v'onal Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whatsoeve , v.nether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

Attention is drawn to the Norma.. e 1 >ferences cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the correct 7y ‘caticn of this publication.

Attention is drawn to the wos ‘bilily that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shall no. be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This consolidatea ver ion of the official IEC Standard and its amendment has been
prepared for user co. venience.

IEC 60230 ~di.'on 2.1 contains the second edition (2018-01) [documents 20/1769A/FDIS
and 20/177%'RVD] and its amendment 1 (2021-12) [documents 20/1957/CDV and
20/1989.RVC].

W thio Redline version, a vertical line in the margin shows where the technical content
‘s n.odified by amendment 1. Additions are in green text, deletions are in strikethrough
red text. A separate Final version with all changes accepted is available in this
publication.
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International Standard IEC 60230 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 20: Electric
cables.

This second edition constitutes a technical revision.

This edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous

edition:

a) the structure of the standard takes into account the current style of IEC standards;

b) this document is no longer a “Recommendation” but an “International Standard”;

c) the test installation is no longer related to gas-pressure and oil-filled cables only;

d) switching-impulse voltage and superimposed impulse voltage tests have been include;

e) for the measuring system the reference to IEC 60060-2 has been added. The refere: ce to
the sphere gap method has been moved to Annex B.

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Fart 2.

The committee has decided that the contents of the base publication ana its arxendment will
remain unchanged until the stability date indicated on the IEC web site undei webstore.iec.ch
in the data related to the specific publication. At this date, the pubi'catica will be

e reconfirmed,
e withdrawn,
e replaced by a revised edition, or

e amended.

IMPORTANT - The 'colour inside’' logo on the cover page of this publication indicates
that it contains colours which are concidered to be useful for the correct
understanding of its contents. Users si1.-uld therefore print this document using a
colour printer.
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IMPULSE TESTS ON CABLES AND THEIR ACCESSORIES

1 Scope

This document defines the procedure for carrying out withstand lightning and switching
impulse tests and withstand superimposed impulse test on cables and their accessories.

This document applies solely to the methods of carrying out the tests as such, indepencently
of the problem of selecting the test levels to be specified. The voltages pertaining to ‘he
system on which cables and accessories are to be used are given in IEC 60183 or . thc
relevant product standard.

This document specifies the following requirements:
e the characteristics and state of the test installation and those parts of the ptacedure which
are common to withstand tests and tests above the withstand level,

e the procedure for carrying out withstand lightning and swit.iiing “impulse tests and
superimposed impulse test;

e the procedure for carrying out tests above the withstani level which is intended for
research purposes.

2 Normative references

The following documents are referred to in the taxt in such a way that some or all of their
content constitutes requirements of this documen.. For dated references, only the edition
cited applies. For undated references, the lztest edition of the referenced document (including
any amendments) applies.

IEC 60060-1:2010, High-voltage teit techniques — Part 1. General definitions and test
requirements

3 Terms and definitio’ s

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in the relevant product
standards and the f:llowing apply.

ISO and |IEC. /me'ntain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following
addresses:

o |EC =lectropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/
e 'SO Inline browsing platform: available at http://www.iso.org/obp
3.9

s perimposed impulse voltage
impulse voltage applied to a test object which is at the same time energized by a DC voltage

Note 1 to entry: The superimposed impulse voltage falls under the definition of composite voltage given in
IEC 60060-1:2010, 9.2.

4 Characteristics of the test object to be subjected to the tests

The test object shall have been previously subjected to the test protocol as required by the
relevant IEC product standards.
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