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Keeping Standards up-to-date

Standards are I1.ing documents which reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To n.inwin their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and
new editio.s ae published. Between editions, amendments may be issued.
Standards ma_ also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they /arc using u current Standard, which should include any amendments which
{nay ~ave been published since the Standard was purchased.

De.riled information about joint Australian/New Zealand Standards can be found by
visituig the Standards Australia web site at www.standards.com.au or Standards
New Zealand web site at www.standards.co.nz and looking up the relevant Standard
‘n the on-line catalogue.

iternatively, both organizations publish an annual printed Catalogue with full
details of all current Standards. For more frequent listings or notification of
revisions, amendments and withdrawals, Standards Australia and Standards New
Zealand offer a number of update options. For information about these services,
users should contact their respective national Standards organization.

We also welcome suggestions for improvement in our Standards, and especially
encourage readers to notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or
ambiguities. Please address your comments to the Chief Executive of either
Standards Australia International or Standards New Zealand at the address shown
on the back cover.
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PREFACE

This Handbook was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee SF-037, Work in Confined Spaces.

While preparing AS/NZS 2865:2001, Safe working in a confined space, the Committee
identified the need to have a companion document to that Standard. This document is
intended to provide users with additional information to clarify the intent of the Standard.

The guidelines have used a similar approach to that of the Standard, in that common
essential requirements of the Standard are included in boxes. The requirements have b=en
presented in the same order as in the Standard, to simplify reading.

This Handbook is not intended as an alternative to the Standard, but rather to provia:
additional information, which ought not to be published in a Standard, but >vhi'ch he
Committee believes will add greatly to the understanding of what needs to be.done to
maximize the safety of those who must enter a confined space.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND

Australian/New Zealand Handbook
Guidelines for safe working in a confined space

1 INTRODUCTION

These guidelines should be read in conjunction with AS/NZS 2865, Safe working in a
confined space.

These guidelines provide guidance to designers, manufacturers, suppliers, modifiers of
confined spaces, employers and persons who are required to enter or work, or bath, n a
confined space.

Confined spaces present a special occupational health and safety risk becau'e the nazards
which are present may not be readily apparent. Persons from many diffei=ni occupations
and industries may enter confined spaces to perform work-related tasks, vnawere that they
are entering a potentially hazardous work environment. Many confinel spaces have poor
natural ventilation and may be of small volume, so that ha. rdo:s atmospheres can
accumulate quickly. Work in confined spaces can increase the risk of injury or death by
having persons work closer to hazards than they woula o herwise do, or by creating
additional forms of hazard such as engulfment. Many liuzaids, such as toxic gases and
vapours, can also be exacerbated in confined spaces.

The Clauses highlighted in boxes are the requiremunts from AS/NZS 2865, which were
designed to form the basis of regulations under S ate ;urisdictions.

2 OBJECTIVE

The objective of these guidelines is torcvid s practical guidance to persons on—

(a) understanding the factors.that create a confined space;

(b) how they may meet the r¢ quizements of AS/NZS 2865; and

(c¢) applying safe working meil.ods for work in a confined space.

3 APPLICATION

These guidelines are applicable to confined spaces as defined in Clause 5.4 of
AS/NZS 2865. Thesc quidelines do not apply to underground mining and tunnelling, nor do
they apply “5 wurk which is carried out at other than normal atmospheric pressure.

Emergency services are exempt from the requirements to prepare a written risk assessment
and witten authority for entry, only for the duration of the emergency.

4 JEF IRENCED DOCUMENTS

A list of referenced documents is given in Appendix A.

5 DEFINITION OF A CONFINED SPACE
5.1 Definition
Clause 5.4 of AS/NZS 2865 defines a confined space as:
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