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Preface

This is the second edition of CSA Z1620, Core competency standards for ground search and rescue
operations: Searcher, team leader, and SAR manager. It supersedes the previous edition published in
2015.

This Standard contains knowledge and performance specifications for determining and evaluating
competency for three core roles in ground search and rescue (GSAR) operations: searcher, team leader,
and search and rescue (SAR) manager. Although this Standard is intended for lost and missing person
responses, it has been demonstrated that the core competencies within this Standard are relevant to
support the participation of GSAR groups in emergency management and disaster response.

Users of this Standard should understand the core competencies contained in this document are
minimum levels. This Standard does not have the force of law unless mandated by legislation or
referenced in regulations of the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ). Users of this Standard are advised to
contact the AHJ in their area to determine the extent this Standard is referenced.

This Standard was developed through a highly collaborative effort between federal, provincial/
territorial, local, and volunteer search and/or rescue agencies and organizations. The National Criteria
for Ground Search and Rescue was used to develop the framework of this Standard. Numerous training
manuals and reference materials were consulted in the development of the content of this Standard.
CSA Group sincerely acknowledges the contribution of those GSAR agencies and organizations that
provided their education materials to help inform the Technical Committee developing this standard.

The requirements of this Standard result from consensus of the CSA Technical Committee on Ground
Search and Rescue, which represents a broad spectrum of stakeholder interests. The Technical
Committee received input from other stakeholders and through public comments received as a result of
a wide distribution of the draft Standard during the public review and comment period.

CSA Group acknowledges that the development of this Standard was made possible, in part, by the
financial and in-kind support of the Search and Rescue Volunteers Association of Canada (SARVAC) and
other agencies responsible for search and rescue, and by the financial support of the Government of
Canada through the Search and Rescue New Initiatives Fund (SAR NIF).

CSA Group and the Search and Rescue Volunteer Association of Canada sincerely acknowledge the
contributions of the GSAR community in Canada for its continued support of this Standard.

This Standard was prepared by the Technical Committee on Ground Search and Rescue, under the
jurisdiction of the Strategic Steering Committee on Public Safety, and has been approved by the
Technical Committee.

This Standard has been developed in compliance with Standards Council of Canada requirements for
National Standards of Canada. It has been published as a National Standard of Canada by CSA Group.

Notes:

1)  Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (and vice versa) when the sense allows.

2) Although the intended primary application of this Standard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it
remains the responsibility of the users of the Standard to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.

3) This Standard was developed by consensus, which is defined by CSA Policy governing standardization — Code
of good practice for standardization as “substantial agreement. Consensus implies much more than a simple
majority, but not necessarily unanimity”. It is consistent with this definition that a member may be included in
the Technical Committee list and yet not be in full agreement with all clauses of this Standard.
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