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Intellectual property rights and ownership
As between CSA Group and the users of this document (whether it be in printed or electronic form), CSA Group is the owner, or the authorized 
licensee, of all works contained herein that are protected by copyright, all trade-marks (except as otherwise noted to the contrary), and all 
inventions and trade secrets that may be contained in this document, whether or not such inventions and trade secrets are protected by 
patents and applications for patents. Without limitation, the unauthorized use, modification, copying, or disclosure of this document may 
violate laws that protect CSA Group’s and/or others’ intellectual property and may give rise to a right in CSA Group and/or others to seek legal 
redress for such use, modification, copying, or disclosure. To the extent permitted by licence or by law, CSA Group reserves all intellectual 
property rights in this document. 

Patent rights
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this standard may be the subject of patent rights. CSA Group shall not be 
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Authorized use of this document
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Canadian Standards Association (operating as “CSA Group”), under 
whose auspices this National Standard has been produced, was 
chartered in 1919 and accredited by the Standards Council of 
Canada to the National Standards system in 1973. It is a not-for- 
profit, nonstatutory, voluntary membership association engaged in 
standards development and certification activities.

CSA Group standards reflect a national consensus of producers and 
users — including manufacturers, consumers, retailers, unions and 
professional organizations, and governmental agencies. The 
standards are used widely by industry and commerce and often 
adopted by municipal, provincial, and federal governments in their 
regulations, particularly in the fields of health, safety, building and 
construction, and the environment.

More than 10 000 members indicate their support for CSA Group’s 
standards development by volunteering their time and skills to 
Committee work.

CSA Group offers certification and testing services in support of and 
as an extension to its standards development activities. To ensure 
the integrity of its certification process, CSA Group regularly and 
continually audits and inspects products that bear the CSA Group 
Mark.

In addition to its head office and laboratory complex in Toronto, CSA 
Group has regional branch offices in major centres across Canada 
and inspection and testing agencies in fourteen countries. Since 
1919, CSA Group has developed the necessary expertise to meet its 
corporate mission: CSA Group is an independent service 
organization whose mission is to provide an open and effective 
forum for activities facilitating the exchange of goods and services 
through the use of standards, certification and related services to 
meet national and international needs.

For further information on CSA Group services, write to 
CSA Group 
178 Rexdale Boulevard 
Toronto, Ontario, M9W 1R3 
Canada

A National Standard of Canada is a standard developed by a 
Standards Council of Canada (SCC) accredited Standards 
Development Organization, in compliance with requirements and 
guidance set out by SCC. More information on National Standards of 
Canada can be found at www.scc.ca.

SCC is a Crown corporation within the portfolio of Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development (ISED) Canada. With the goal of 
enhancing Canada's economic competitiveness and social wellbeing, 
SCC leads and facilitates the development and use of national and 
international standards. SCC also coordinates Canadian participation 
in standards development, and identifies strategies to advance 
Canadian standardization efforts.

Accreditation services are provided by SCC to various customers, 
including product certifiers, testing laboratories, and standards 
development organizations. A list of SCC programs and accredited 
bodies is publicly available at www.scc.ca.

Standards Council of Canada 
600-55 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L5 
Canada

Cette Norme Nationale du Canada n’est disponible qu’en anglais.

Although the intended primary application of this Standard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it remains the responsibility of 
the users to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.

®A trademark of the Canadian Standards Association, operating as “CSA Group”
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Preface 
This is the second edition of CSA Z1620, Core competency standards for ground search and rescue 
operations: Searcher, team leader, and SAR manager. It supersedes the previous edition published in 
2015.

This Standard contains knowledge and performance specifications for determining and evaluating 
competency for three core roles in ground search and rescue (GSAR) operations: searcher, team leader, 
and search and rescue (SAR) manager. Although this Standard is intended for lost and missing person 
responses, it has been demonstrated that the core competencies within this Standard are relevant to 
support the participation of GSAR groups in emergency management and disaster response.

Users of this Standard should understand the core competencies contained in this document are 
minimum levels. This Standard does not have the force of law unless mandated by legislation or 
referenced in regulations of the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ). Users of this Standard are advised to 
contact the AHJ in their area to determine the extent this Standard is referenced.

This Standard was developed through a highly collaborative effort between federal, provincial/ 
territorial, local, and volunteer search and/or rescue agencies and organizations. The National Criteria 
for Ground Search and Rescue was used to develop the framework of this Standard. Numerous training 
manuals and reference materials were consulted in the development of the content of this Standard. 
CSA Group sincerely acknowledges the contribution of those GSAR agencies and organizations that 
provided their education materials to help inform the Technical Committee developing this standard.

The requirements of this Standard result from consensus of the CSA Technical Committee on Ground 
Search and Rescue, which represents a broad spectrum of stakeholder interests. The Technical 
Committee received input from other stakeholders and through public comments received as a result of 
a wide distribution of the draft Standard during the public review and comment period.

CSA Group acknowledges that the development of this Standard was made possible, in part, by the 
financial and in-kind support of the Search and Rescue Volunteers Association of Canada (SARVAC) and 
other agencies responsible for search and rescue, and by the financial support of the Government of 
Canada through the Search and Rescue New Initiatives Fund (SAR NIF).

CSA Group and the Search and Rescue Volunteer Association of Canada sincerely acknowledge the 
contributions of the GSAR community in Canada for its continued support of this Standard.

This Standard was prepared by the Technical Committee on Ground Search and Rescue, under the 
jurisdiction of the Strategic Steering Committee on Public Safety, and has been approved by the 
Technical Committee.

This Standard has been developed in compliance with Standards Council of Canada requirements for 
National Standards of Canada. It has been published as a National Standard of Canada by CSA Group.
Notes: 
1) Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (and vice versa) when the sense allows.
2) Although the intended primary application of this Standard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it 

remains the responsibility of the users of the Standard to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.
3) This Standard was developed by consensus, which is defined by CSA Policy governing standardization — Code 

of good practice for standardization as “substantial agreement. Consensus implies much more than a simple 
majority, but not necessarily unanimity”. It is consistent with this definition that a member may be included in 
the Technical Committee list and yet not be in full agreement with all clauses of this Standard.


