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Preface
This is the third edition of CSA Z1600, Emergency and continuity management program. It supersedes 
the previous editions published in 2014, and in 2008 under the title, Emergency management and 
business continuity programs.

This Standard is applicable, in whole or in part, regardless of an organization’s size or purpose. This 
edition continues to provide requirements for a continual improvement process to develop, implement, 
evaluate, maintain, and improve an emergency and continuity management program that addresses the 
components of prevention and mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. As well, this revised 
edition introduces new terms and updates evolving definitions.

Canadian public and private sector stakeholders have an interest in ensuring that emergency and 
continuity management programs evolve to be consistent and have the potential to be international in 
scope and application. This Standard, initially adapted from the 2007 edition of NFPA 1600, Standard on 
Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity Programs, remains consistent with the 
Government of Canada’s, An Emergency Management Framework for Canada. This Standard grew out 
of the strong commitment of both CSA Group and the NFPA to work collaboratively to promote 
awareness, knowledge, and application of Standards and industry best practices in the community and 
the workplace. This edition also reflects Canada's ongoing participation in the International Organization 
for Standardization (ISO), such as standards developed under ISO/TC292 – Security and resilience.

The original 2008 edition of this Standard recognized an evolution between emergency and business 
continuity management program objectives and concepts. The 2014 edition reflected the change to an 
all-hazard approach versus the earlier scenario-specific approach. The 2016 edition underscores the 
importance of risk-based decision-making to guide priority setting in all aspects of emergency and 
continuity program management. As well, this latest edition introduces the concept of change 
management as a key tool in continuing to move organizations towards the objective of resilience, a 
broader concept that considers — in addition to the traditional aspects of people, property and the 
environment — the human, social, economic, cultural, and political aspects of society. A number of 
clauses were rewritten to reflect advancement in industry, alignment with other standards, and more 
depth in content. Some of the Annex clauses were also improved to assist with understanding of how to 
apply this Standard, and the conformity assessment tool in Annex B remains as a way to self-assess 
whether an organization complies with the requirements of the Standard. This new edition also 
includes, in Annex C, a cross reference comparison of the main clause headings of CSA Z1600-17 with 
two internationally recognized standards and the professional practices/practice guidelines of two 
international certification bodies as per below:
a) NFPA 1600-2016;
b) ISO 22301:2012;
c) DRII Professional Practices for Business Continuity Practitioners, 2016; and
d) BCI Good Practice Guidelines, 2013. 

Portions of this Standard are copyrighted by the National Fire Protection Association, © 2016 NFPA.

This Standard was prepared by the Technical Committee on Emergency and Continuity Management, 
under the jurisdiction of the Strategic Steering Committee on Occupational Health and Safety, and has 
been formally approved by the Technical Committee.


