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Legal Notice

This document is provided by the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) as a convenience only. 

Disclaimer and exclusion of liability
This document is provided without any representations, warranties, or conditions of any kind, express or implied, including, without 
limitation, implied warranties or conditions concerning this document’s fitness for a particular purpose or use, its merchantability, or its 
non-infringement of any third party’s intellectual property rights. CSA does not warrant the accuracy, completeness, or currency of any 
of the information published in this document. CSA makes no representations or warranties regarding this document’s compliance with 
any applicable statute, rule, or regulation. 

IN NO EVENT SHALL CSA, ITS VOLUNTEERS, MEMBERS, SUBSIDIARIES, OR AFFILIATED COMPANIES, OR THEIR EMPLOYEES, 
DIRECTORS, OR OFFICERS, BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, OR INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, INJURY, LOSS, COSTS, OR EXPENSES, 
HOWSOEVER CAUSED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, LOST REVENUE, BUSINESS 
INTERRUPTION, LOST OR DAMAGED DATA, OR ANY OTHER COMMERCIAL OR ECONOMIC LOSS, WHETHER BASED IN CONTRACT, 
TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE), OR ANY OTHER THEORY OF LIABILITY, ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING FROM ACCESS TO OR 
POSSESSION OR USE OF THIS DOCUMENT, EVEN IF CSA HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES, INJURY, LOSS, 
COSTS, OR EXPENSES.

In publishing and making this document available, CSA is not undertaking to render professional or other services for or on behalf of any 
person or entity or to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to another person or entity. The information in this document is 
directed to those who have the appropriate degree of experience to use and apply its contents, and CSA accepts no responsibility 
whatsoever arising in any way from any and all use of or reliance on the information contained in this document. 

Intellectual property rights and ownership
As between CSA and the users of this document (whether it be in printed or electronic form), CSA is the owner, or the authorized 
licensee, of all works contained herein that are protected by copyright, all trade-marks (except as otherwise noted to the contrary), and 
all inventions and trade secrets that may be contained in this document, whether or not such inventions and trade secrets are protected 
by patents and applications for patents. Without limitation, the unauthorized use, modification, copying, or disclosure of this document 
may violate laws that protect CSA’s and/or others’ intellectual property and may give rise to a right in CSA and/or others to seek legal 
redress for such use, modification, copying, or disclosure. To the extent permitted by licence or by law, CSA reserves all intellectual 
property rights in this document.

Patent rights
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent rights. CSA shall not be 
held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Users of this document are expressly advised that determination of the 
validity of any such patent rights is entirely their own responsibility.

Use of this document
This document is being provided by CSA for informational and non-commercial use only. If you do not agree with any of the terms and 
conditions contained in this Legal Notice, you may not use this document. Use of this document constitutes your acceptance of the 
terms and conditions of this Legal Notice.
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Preface

This is the third edition of CSA SPE-1000, Model code for the field evaluation of electrical equipment. It 
supersedes the previous editions published in 1999 and 1994.

This Model Code is based upon guidelines for special inspections. These guidelines have been in effect 
for over 30 years with a good safety record. The Canadian Advisory Council on Electrical Safety strongly 
supports the continuation of special inspections of electrical equipment and products, with the stipulation 
that the requirements be formally published.

The field evaluation is intended to be offered by an inspection body accredited by the Standards 
Council of Canada (SCC). The service provides the means for evaluating electrical equipment and 
products on location and, if found to conform to the requirements of this Model Code, such electrical 
equipment and products may be marked with a field evaluation label.

It is always within the purview of the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) in whose jurisdiction the Model 
Code is applied to add technical or administrative stipulations or deviations to the Model Code as deemed 
necessary.

Typically, the AHJs base their official acceptance of electrical equipment and products upon a 
certification by an SCC-accredited certification body that the equipment conforms to the applicable 
standards. The certification body bases its certification upon testing and evaluation of a representative 
sample of the equipment as manufactured to the relevant equipment standard (known as type or 
prototype testing). Certification is granted if the sample of the tested electrical equipment or product is 
found to be in conformance and a follow-up inspection program is put in place to ensure continued 
conformance.

This Model Code does not deal with type (or prototype) testing of equipment as practised in a regular 
certification program. The object of the Model Code is to facilitate a safety evaluation of equipment to 
essential safety considerations, which do not include evaluation of the efficacy or performance of products.

This Model Code addresses minimum construction, marking, and test requirements that are consistent 
with maintaining the level of safety for electrical equipment and products so as not to present an undue 
hazard (as defined in this Model Code) to persons or property. It is not the purpose of these requirements 
to address the performance of electrical equipment and products, or their quality.

This edition of the Model Code has been prepared by the Task Force on SPE-1000, which is appointed 
by, and accountable to, the Canadian Advisory Council on Electrical Safety (CACES), in response to 
requests for changes from various stakeholders.

September 2009

Notes: 
(1) Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (and vice versa) when the sense allows.
(2) Although the intended primary application of this Model Code is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it 

remains the responsibility of the users of the Model Code to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.
(3) All enquiries regarding this Model Code should be addressed to Canadian Standards Association, 5060 Spectrum Way, 

Suite 100, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada L4W 5N6. 
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of electrical equipment

0 Introduction

0.1
Field evaluation of equipment in accordance with this Model Code should be undertaken only by fully 
qualified and competent persons. These persons should be experienced in conducting field evaluation and 
field testing of electrical and electronic equipment to Canadian safety requirements or other requirements 
acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ).

Because field evaluation of electrical equipment and products is conducted to the requirements of this 
Model Code, it is not equivalent to an evaluation in support of certification, which is conducted to the 
requirements of the applicable standard. Consequently, equipment and products that are field evaluated 
and labelled cannot be considered as certified.

When used in conjunction with the requirements of the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I, this Model Code 
addresses the minimum requirements for equipment as they pertain to electrical safety. Where other 
authorities have jurisdiction, they must be consulted by the equipment owner or the owner’s agent as to 
conformance to legislation. This legislation may be either federal, provincial, or municipal.

This Model Code addresses the essential construction, marking, and test requirements that equipment 
must meet before it can be labelled. It allows for the evaluation of electrical equipment and products, with 
the objective of minimizing the risk of degrading the safety of the equipment through the procedures used 
in the field evaluation. Where the required tests involve procedures deemed to present a risk to the safety 
of the particular equipment, such tests may be carried out on a separate representative sample supplied 
for the sole purpose of testing. Alternatively, other means may be taken to determine conformance, such 
as the evaluation of relevant test data presented in support of an application for field evaluation.

The requirements of this Model Code have been accepted by the AHJs.

1 Scope

1.1

1.1.1
This Model Code provides marking and test/construction requirements for the field evaluation of electrical 
equipment by an inspection body, where certification of that equipment is impracticable or otherwise 
unavailable.

1.1.2
Field-evaluated equipment found to be in conformity with the requirements of this Model Code is 
considered to be acceptable to the AHJ.

1.1.3
Notwithstanding the requirements of Clauses 1.1.1 and 1.1.2, field evaluation is not intended to serve as a 
substitute for certification.




