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Preface

This is the sixth edition of CSA 0141, Canadian standard lumber. It supersedes the previous editions
published in 2005, 1991, 1970, 1965, and 1959 previously known as Softwood lumber.

The major change in this edition is that this Standard no longer applies to only Canadian-manufactured
lumber. It now also applies to all manufactured lumber imported into and exported out of Canada.

This Standard is intended to be consistent with NIST PS 20, American Softwood Lumber Standard, and

ensures the Canadian and American grade marking systems are interchangeable. It does so by

a) establishing standard sizes and requirements for development and coordination of the lumber
grades of the various species;

b) defining industry terms and procedures to provide a basis for the use of uniform methods in the
grading, inspection, measurement, and description of softwood lumber;

c) providing commercial names of the principal Canadian-grown species and species combinations, as
well as definitions of terms used in describing standard grades of lumber and commonly used
industry abbreviations; and

d) providing for the implementation of the Standard through an accreditation and certification
program to assure uniform industry-wide marking and inspection.

In addition, this Standard specifies the organization, structure, and functions of the Canadian Lumber
Standards Accreditation Board (CLSAB), which oversees the certification programs of Canadian standard
lumber. This Standard also specifies that the CLSAB approves the grading rules for Canadian standard
lumber. The National Lumber Grades Authority (NLGA) has established and maintains the approved
grading rules.

This Standard was prepared by the Subcommittee on Canadian Standard Lumber, under the jurisdiction
of the Technical Committee on Solid and Engineered Wood Products and the Strategic Steering
Committee on Forest Products, and has been formally approved by the Technical Committee.

Notes:

1)  Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (and vice versa) when the sense allows.

2) Although the intended primary application of this Standard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it
remains the responsibility of the users of the Standard to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.

3)  This Standard was developed by consensus, which is defined by CSA Policy governing standardization — Code
of good practice for standardization as “substantial agreement. Consensus implies much more than a simple
majority, but not necessarily unanimity”. It is consistent with this definition that a member may be included in
the Technical Committee list and yet not be in full agreement with all clauses of this Standard.

4) To submit a request for interpretation of this Standard, please send the following information to
inquiries@csagroup.org and include “Request for interpretation” in the subject line:

a) define the problem, making reference to the specific clause, and, where appropriate, include an
illustrative sketch;

b)  provide an explanation of circumstances surrounding the actual field condition; and

c)  where possible, phrase the request in such a way that a specific “yes” or “no” answer will address the
issue.

Committee interpretations are processed in accordance with the CSA Directives and guidelines governing

standardization and are available on the Current Standards Activities page at

standardsactivities.csagroup.org.

5)  This Standard is subject to review within five years from the date of publication. Suggestions for its
improvement will be referred to the appropriate committee. To submit a proposal for change, please send the
following information to inquiries@csagroup.org and include “Proposal for change” in the subject line:

a) Standard designation (number);
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