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Preface

This is the first edition of CSA C22.6 No. 1, Electrical inspection code for existing residential occupancies.

Compliance with the requirements of this Standard will in some instances necessitate upgrading of
portions of electrical installations. To facilitate adoption of the upgrading provisions of this Standard as
regulations by the authority having jurisdiction, they have been placed in Annex E and referenced from
Clause 4.5. A model guide for application and compliance is included as Annex D. Annex C contains a
chronological description of major revisions to the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I, applicable to residential
occupancies. This Standard is not intended as an instruction manual for untrained or unqualified persons.

CSA acknowledges that the development of this Standard was made possible, in part, by the fina. cial
support of the Ontario Electrical Safety Authority.

This Standard was prepared by the Subcommittee on C22.6 No. 1, under the jurisdiction of ti.»
Committee on the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I, and the Strategic Steering Committee ¢ 1 Re wuir-ments
for Electrical Safety, and has been formally approved by the Committee on the Canadian Electricar Code,
Part I. This Standard will be submitted to the Standards Council of Canada for approva’ as a National
Standard of Canada.

Interpretations: The Strategic Steering Committee on Requirements for Electrica, Safety has provided
the following direction for the interpretation of standards under its jurisdiction: The .iteral text shall be
used in judging compliance with the safety requirements of this Standard. ‘A ne.: the literal text cannot be
applied, such as for new materials or construction, and when a relevant comimit’.ee interpretation has not
already been published, CSA’s procedures for interpretation shall b~ fo’ owed to determine the intended
safety principle.”

January 2011

Notes:

(1) Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (and vice vers.) wr 2n the sense allows.

(2) Although the intended primary application of this Standard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it remains
the responsibility of the users of the Standard to judg. its suitability for their particular purpose.

(3) This publication was developed by consensus, whic:..is Jefined by CSA Policy governing standardization — Code of
good practice for standardization as “substanc.’~l c qreement. Consensus implies much more than a simple majority,
but not necessarily unanimity”. It is consiste 1t v ith nis definition that a member may be included in the Technical
Committee list and yet not be in full agreemc 1t w.th all clauses of this publication.

(4) To submit a request for interpretation ¢ € Co.A Standards, please send the following information to inquiries@csa.ca and
include “Request for interpretation”.in t. e subject line:

(a) define the problem, making ~<ic-ence to the specific clause, and, where appropriate, include an illustrative sketch;

(b) provide an explanation of ci =ums :ances surrounding the actual field condition; and

(c) where possible, phrase 1“2 request in such a way that a specific “yes” or “no” answer will address the issue.
Committee interpretat's, < aro processed in accordance with the CSA Directives and guidelines governing

standardization and . » pur lished in CSA’s periodical Info Update, which is available on the CSA website at

http://standardsactivitic - csa.ca.

(5) CSA Standards arc subject 10 periodic review, and suggestions for their improvement will be referred to the appropriate
committee.. To _:tbmic a proposal for change to CSA Standards, please send the following information to
inquiries@cs.: ca and include “Proposal for change” in the subject line:

(a) Staadard designation (number);

(b):=elev ant clause, table, and/or figure number;
(¢, woran g of the proposed change; and

d) 1:tior.ale for the change.

January 2011 Xi
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C22.6 No. 1-11
Electrical inspection code for existing
residential occupancies

1 Scope

1.1

This Standard specifies requirements for the evaluation of existing electrical installations and eqtiomant

with respect to electrical fire and shock hazards due to overheating, abuse, deterioration, ©r ¢ alit of

work in residential occupancies and factory-built relocatable and non-relocatable structures iseu as

dwelling units (see Clause A.1.1).

Notes:

(1) Annex B provides a model checklist to assist with evaluation and inspection.

(2) Although the Canadian Electrical Code, Part |, is continuously evolving (see Annex C), this Su.ndar | is not intended to
require that existing electrical installations and equipment installed under an earlier ~itio.».o* the Canadian Electrical
Code, Part |, conform to a later edition.

(3) Annex D provides a model guide for application and compliance.

(4) Annex E includes additional provisions for upgrades to specific portions o exi. ting electrical installations to protect
against electrical fire and shock hazards.

1.2

This Standard does not specify requirements for the evaluatic 2 o1 new electrical installations.
Note: Requirements for new electrical installations are specified i the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I.

1.3

This Standard does not apply to the maintenan:= cf electrical equipment.
Note: Requirements for maintenance of electrical eq.int.aen. are specified in the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I.

1.4

This Standard does not specify requircme. ts for the evaluation of cord-connected or portable electrical
equipment (see Clause A.1.4).

1.5

This Standard is also intzii'ea o be used for the evaluation of existing electrical installations associated
with outbuildings such s gi rages and sheds associated with single dwellings.

1.6
In CSA standai s, ‘shall” is used to express a requirement, i.e., a provision that the user is obliged to
satisfy in crder to comply with the standard; “should” is used to express a recommendation or that which
is advisad L ut not required; and “may” is used to express an option or that which is permissible within the
limits of the standard.

1'otes accompanying clauses do not include requirements or alternative requirements; the purpose of a
nute accompanying a clause is to separate from the text explanatory or informative material.

Notes to tables and figures are considered part of the table or figure and may be written as
requirements.

Annexes are designated normative (mandatory) or informative (nhonmandatory) to define their
application.

January 2011 1
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