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Preface

This is the first edition of CAN/CSA-CSA A770, Home inspection.

This Standard specifies minimum requirements for a home inspection and provides information for
performing an inspection on dwellings. These inspections are typically carried out on single family
homes of any building configuration, often, although not necessarily, as part of a real estate transaction.
This Standard provides important and practical requirements on what items are to be inspected as part
of a home inspection. This Standard is not intended to provide comprehensive requirements for the
methods to be used to perform a home inspection or specific conditions to look for in a home.This
information would typically be available through a recognized home inspection training program.

This Standard has been developed through the collaboration of home inspectors, regulai s, vonsumer
agencies, and various technical specialists.

CSA Group acknowledges that the development of this Standard was made possibic;in vart, by the
financial support of Service Alberta, British Columbia Office of Housing and Constr.ction Standards,
Manitoba Securities Commission, Ontario Ministry of Government and Cons':me: S:rvices, and Financial
and Consumer Affairs Authority of Saskatchewan.

This Standard was prepared by the Technical Committee on Home 'nssection under the jurisdiction of
the Strategic Steering Committee on Construction and Civil Infrast-uc. ire, and has been formally
approved by the Technical Committee.

This Standard has been developed in compliance with Stanacrds Council of Canada requirements for
National Standards of Canada. It has been published as 2 Nztional Standard of Canada by CSA Group.

Notes:

1) Use of the singular does not exclude the plural (¢ 1d vice versa) when the sense allows.

2) Although the intended primary application of \'.is “tanaard is stated in its Scope, it is important to note that it
remains the responsibility of the users of the Zt.adard to judge its suitability for their particular purpose.

3)  This Standard was developed by consen us; which is defined by CSA Policy governing standardization — Code
of good practice for standardization «.- “scbzcantial agreement. Consensus implies much more than a simple
majority, but not necessarily unanin ity .t is consistent with this definition that a member may be included in
the Technical Committee list ona yot ot be in full agreement with all clauses of this Standard.

4)  To submit a request for intei nrscotion of this Standard, please send the following information to
inquiries@csagroup.org ~nd 1.2'4de “Request for interpretation” in the subject line:

a) define the probl=~, n.aking reference to the specific clause, and, where appropriate, include an
illustrative ske: -h;

b)  provide an explai. ition of circumstances surrounding the actual field condition; and

c) where rosshle, phrase the request in such a way that a specific “yes” or “no” answer will address the
issur

Committee . ~terpretations are processed in accordance with the CSA Directives and guidelines governing

stand. rdization and are available on the Current Standards Activities page at standardsactivities.csa.ca.

5) " This Ztondard is subject to review within five years from the date of publication. Suggestions for its
in.arove nent will be referred to the appropriate committee. To submit a proposal for change, please send the
Sfollowing information to inquiries@csagroup.org and include “Proposal for change” in the subject line:

a) Standard designation (number);

b) relevant clause, table, and/or figure number;
c)  wording of the proposed change; and

d) rationale for the change.
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0 Introduction

0.1 General

The intent of this Standard is to establish the requirements for the physical inspection of dwellings. This
Standard is intended to provide a basis for the expectations of parties who have a stake in the 1.omc
inspection. Some clients might wish to obtain an enhanced level of assessment of the home ai'd
property beyond the scope of this Standard.

0.2 Users

This Standard is intended to be used by home inspectors who are performing inspectinas, typically
conducted as part of a real estate transaction. It may also be used by other indivia.'als ad
organizations to better understand the scope of work covered by a home in<nec.io’i conducted in
accordance with this Standard.

0.3 Application

This Standard is primarily used to establish minimum requirements for a home inspection for
a) clients who are purchasing or selling a home; and

b) other purposes for which the inspector or client choosus tc apply this Standard.

0.4 Home inspections

A home inspection is intended to be a non-invasi ‘e evaluation of the condition and performance of
systems and components of a home. The primoisz cbjective is to identify and report any items that do
not perform their intended function. The fecuz.«f a home inspection is typically on significant issues
that are readily visible to the inspectar ai cpposed to minor building deficiencies. Inspection of
cosmetic, maintenance, and other nan-ritical items are typically not part of a home inspection. Home
inspections in accordance with this Stindard are not intended to verify a home’s compliance to codes
and regulations (e.g., building rGu=s).

Home inspectors might wis. to provide additional services beyond the requirements of this Standard if
they are qualified and con.newent to do so. Any additional service to be provided that is beyond the
scope and requirement. of .his Standard should be made clear to the client, e.g., through a contractual
agreement.

0.5 Guidancu to users

This Stancard is organized into two main parts: the main body of the standard, which contains the
manator; -equirements for home inspections, and Annex A, which contains non-mandatory
cc.ametany for the user.

Clacse 4 contains the general requirements that apply to all home inspections. This Clause is intended
1o frame the inspection for the user as it specifies the general requirements for the scope of the
inspection, methods of inspection, and reporting. Particular attention should be given to Clause 4.3.3.2
as this Clause states the general conditions to be examined for during inspection of any given system or
component that is covered in Clause 5.
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Clause 5 covers the systems and components that are to be inspected at minimum. Specific inspection
requirements, including key conditions that are to be examined for, are given throughout Clause 5
where these are considered critical to a minimum inspection. It is important to note that, aside from
any specific inspection requirements given in Clause 5, the user must bear in mind the overall reporting
objectives of Clause 4.3, and especially the conditions to be identified in Clause 4.3.3.2, while carrying
out inspection of a given system or component.

Annex A is informative (i.e., non-mandatory). It is intended to provide the user with additional
information and commentary that might be useful for understanding the requirements of this Standard
and conducting a home inspection.

1 Scope

1.1 General

This Standard specifies requirements for the physical inspection of dwellings, including

a) the systems and components in and around a home that are to be inspected as part of a home
inspection;

b) the minimum extent to which a home is required to be inspected;

c) general methods to be used for
i)  the examination and assessment of building components and systems at the time of the

inspection; and

ii) non-invasive inspection and testing; and

d) minimum reporting requirements.

1.2 Application

This Standard applies to both site-built and factory-built (i.e., prefabricated) dwellings including, but not

limited to, all or part of

a) detached and semi-detached dwellings;

b) townhouses; and

c) duplexes, triplexes, and other dwellings in multi-unit buildings.

Notes:

1)  Dwellings in multi-unit buildings can be owned (e.g., as in a freehold, condominium unit, strata unit, or co-op)
or rented by the occupants.

2)  In this Standard, a condominium unit, strata unit, or co-op does not include portions of the building owned in
common with other owners. These items may also be included in an inspection and employ this Standard by
contractual agreement (see Annex A).

3) Although this Standard is for the inspection of the dwelling and associated property, some properties can
include one or more ancillary buildings or structures. These may also be included in an inspection and employ
this Standard by contractual agreement.

1.3 Exclusions

This Standard does not apply to

a) qualification, competency, or certification of individuals conducting a home inspection;
b) inspection of industrial, commercial, or institutional buildings; or

c¢) common elements in condominiums, strata plans, etc.

Note: Common elements in condominiums, strata plans etc., may be included in an inspection by contractual
agreement and employ this Standard (see Annex A).
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