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PREFACE

As part of a program of harmonization of industry standards, the Compressed Gas Association (CGA) has issued
CGA P-44, Selection of Personal Protective Equipment, jointly produced by members of the International Har-
monization Council and originally published by the European Industrial Gases Association (EIGA) as
EIGA Doc 136, Selection of Personal Protective Equipment.

This publication is intended as an international harmonized standard for the worldwide use and application of all
members of the Asia Industrial Gases Association (AIGA), Compressed Gas Association (CGA), European In-
dustrial Gases Association (EIGA), and Japan Industrial and Medical Gases Association (JIMGA). Each associ-
ation’s technical content is identical, except for regional regulatory requirements and minor changes in formattina
and spelling.

PLEASE NOTE:

The information contained in this document was obtained from sources believed to be relichle ana is based on
technical information and experience currently available from members of the Compressed Gos Association, Inc.
and others. However, the Association or its members, jointly or severally, make no guc-antec of the results and
assume no liability or responsibility in connection with the information or suggestions >erel, .cor.ained. Moreover,
it should not be assumed that every acceptable commodity grade, test or safet:* proc=2du = or method, precaution,
equipment or device is contained within, or that abnormal or unusual circumsta: ~es | nay not warrant or suggest
further requirements or additional procedure.

This document is subject to periodic review, and users are cautioned to oL* 1 e latest edition. The Association
invites comments and suggestions for consideration. In connectior with such review, any such comments or
suggestions will be fully reviewed by the Association after giving the n2:ty, upon request, a reasonable oppor-
tunity to be heard. Proposed changes may be submitted via the !nte et at our web site, www.cganet.com.

This document should not be confused with federal, state, | rovicial, or municipal specifications or regulations;
insurance requirements; or national safety codes. While the Association recommends reference to or use of this
document by government agencies and others, this ¢ocument is purely voluntary and not binding unless adopted
by reference in regulations.

A listing of all publications, audiovisual prog¢ an s, safety and technical bulletins, and safety posters is available
via the Internet at our website at www.cgane* cora. For more information contact CGA at Phone: 703-788-2700,
ext. 799. E-mail: customerservice@cgene. ~om.

Work Item 22-041
Safety and Health Committee

NOTE—No technical informafion .>2< been changed from the 2017 edition. This reaffirmed edition may include
minor editorial changes.

REAFFIRMED: 2024
SECOND EDITION: 2017
FIRST EDITION: 2011
© — Reproduced with permission from, the European Industrial Gases Association. All rights reserved.
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1 Introduction

The first principle of safety risk mitigation should be elimination, substitution, and engineering controls. When
exposure to hazards cannot be completely engineered out from the work area and tasks, and when safe work
practices and other forms of administrative controls cannot provide sufficient additional protection, then a sup-
plementary method of control is the use of personal protective equipment (PPE).

Also, the potential to reduce time and frequency of exposure of workers to health and safety risks should be
evaluated.

This publication provides guidance on a work process for selecting and using PPE at work. Selection tahles are
included which are general examples of PPE for protecting personnel against hazards that could cau<= he-m.

The information in the selection tables should not be used without giving due consideration to the preva''ing vork
area and environmental conditions by means of specific task based risk assessments.

2 Scope and purpose

The publication is intended to provide guidance and examples in selection and use of F2E. 1. upplements other
techniques for assessing and controlling risk.

This publication is not intended to replace the need for conducting a task spec.” < ris - assessment or to provide
details on other administrative or management program elements that can be ass ~ciated with the proper use of
certain types of PPE.

Regulatory bodies may have jurisdiction and influence PPE selectior and u.e.

This publication does not address portable devices for detectir.~ ar. 3 signaling risks.

3 Definitions

3.1 Publication terminology

3.11 Shall
Indicates that the procedure is mandatory. I*is usc . wherever the criterion for conformance to specific recom-
mendations allows no deviation.

3.1.2 Should
Indicates that a procedure is recomme..22d.

313 May

Indicates that the procedure is ~ptional.

314 Will

Is used only to indizate the 1.ture, not a degree of requirement.
3.1.5 Cen

Indicates a poss.hility or ability.

3.2 7~ hnical definition

3.2.° Personal protective equipment (PPE)

Al._equipment designed to be worn or held by workers to protect them against one or more hazards likely to
2ndanger their safety and health at work, and any addition or accessory designed to meet this objective.

NOTE—PPE includes working clothes and uniforms specifically designed to protect the safety and health of the worker.
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