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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed. fo. the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance wich ti.2
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be 1.2 suuject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Detuils of any
patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Intraduction and/or on
the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the conveniri.ze ¢“users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and e.vressions related to conformity
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTQ or. 'ciples in the Technical Barriers
to Trade (TBT) see the following URL: Foreword - Supplementary ' nformation

The committee responsible for this document is I[SO/TC 215, k calt> informatics.
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Introduction

This Technical Specification provides a common framework for describing the artefacts of informatics
standards for Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), which is intended for use by TCM informatics
standard developers, reviewers, and users.

This Technical Specification brings order to the description of diverse TCM informatics standards
artefacts by representing the complexity of TCM informatics as a matrix of understandable components
A common means of description is necessary to facilitate the coordination, communication, anr.
comparability of TCM informatics standards across and between disciplines and Standards Developiaenc
Organizations (SDOs), and this is provided by this Technical Specification for TCM informatics stai.da -ds
published by ISO/TC 215, ISO/TC 249, WHO, and other SDOs.

The framework addresses different needs of TCM informatics and provides a way to c¢mpecre various
health informatics standards. It specifies a capability to comprehensively defiie «nd ‘lassify TCM
informatics standards artefacts, facilitate the coordination, communication, and cou.apaiability of TCM
informatics standardsthrough acommon understanding ofintended usersand centent, 1.elpsidentify and
coordinate TCM informatics standards development, promotes TCM informatics standards integration
and alignment within and between standards from different SDOs, and pr¢ rides .» framework to assist
with the coordination of ISO/TC 215 work items both within the technicc! co amictee and with related
TCs, including ISO/TC 249 and ISO/TC 46.
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Health informatics — Profiling framework and
classification for Traditional Medicine informatics
standards development —

Part 1:
Traditional Chinese Medicine

1 Scope

1.1 General

Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) is a form of traditional medicine that origiated in China, and is
characterized by holism and treatment based on pattern identification/zynd<rom: differentiation. The
Technical Specification establishes common concepts and a vocabulary “. describing the complex
domain of various Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) informatics st ndards initiatives and their
supporting artefacts. It provides a useful profiling framework to alig1 existing and developing TCM
informatics standards and to reference health informatics standards. It promotes the reuse of TCM
informatics knowledge and improves the identification of orpor.unities for TCM informatics standards
alignment, collaboration, and coordination.

Topics considered outside the scope of this Technical Sp~ciiication include:

— profiling framework and classification for info,mzics standards of Kampo, Korean medicine, and
other traditional medicine.

1.2 Main purpose

The framework has been developed 1+ acdress different needs of TCM informatics and compare with
health informatics standards. The onecific needs addressed in this Technical Specification are the
following:

— provide the capabilitv t > coraprehensively define and classify TCM informatics standards artefacts;

— facilitate the cco.dinotion, communication, and comparability of TCM informatics standards
through a comn.»n v nderstanding of intended users and content;

— help identity and coordinate TCM informatics standards development;

— promote TCi informatics standards integration and alignment within and between standards from
diff:rent Standards Development Organizations (SDOs); and

— rovile a framework to assist with the coordination of ISO/TC 215 work items both within the
technical committee and with related TCs, including ISO/TC 249 and ISO/TC 46.

1.3 Benefits
The potential benefits of the Technical Specification include the following:
— introduction of classification concepts and terminology for TCM informatics standard artefacts;

— enhancement of TCM informatics standards development coordination through the identification of
potential duplication between standards initiatives;
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