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Foreword
 Publishing information 

This Publish Document is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from The British 
Standards Institution, and came into effect on 30 April 2018. It was prepared by Subcommittee 
B/510/1, Asphalt products, under the authority of Technical Committee B/510, Road materials. A list 
of organizations represented on these committees can be obtained on request to their secretary.

 Supersession 

This Published Document supersedes PD 6692:2006, which is withdrawn.

 Relationship with other publications 

This Published Document gives guidance on the use and application of a series of European Standards 
for asphalt. These European Standards were prepared by CEN/TC 227/WG1, Bituminous Materials, 
and have been adopted as British Standards.

PD 6692 also gives guidance on the use of the various parts of BS EN 12697, Bituminous mixtures – 
Test methods for hot mix asphalt, prepared by CEN/TC 227/WG1/TG2, that specify test methods 
for asphalt.

Guidance on the various parts of BS EN 13108, Bituminous mixtures – Material specifications, is 
given in PD 6691.

 Use of this document 

As a guide, this Published Document takes the form of guidance and recommendations. It should 
not be quoted as if it were a specification or a code of practice and claims of compliance cannot 
be made to it.

 Presentational conventions 

The guidance in this Published Document is presented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Any 
recommendations are expressed in sentences in which the principal auxiliary verb is “should”.

 Commentary, explanation and general informative material is presented in smaller italic type, and does 
not constitute a normative element. 

Where words have alternative spellings, the preferred spelling of the Shorter Oxford English 
Dictionary is used (e.g. “organization” rather than “organisation”).

 Contractual and legal considerations 

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application.

 Compliance with a Published Document cannot confer immunity from legal obligations. 
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0	 Introduction
This Published Document provides guidance on the use of the European Standards and Technical 
Specifications specifying test methods for asphalt. The guidance is aimed primarily at potential UK 
users of the test methods, but will also be of interest to all in the UK associated with the manufacture 
and use of asphalt throughout Europe.

Most of the European test methods for asphalt are based on national test methods from European 
countries, including UK test methods specified in British Standards. This Published Document gives 
a description of each of these test methods, together with guidance on their relevance and familiarity 
to UK users.

Some general features of the European Standards for asphalt are outlined in Clause 2, including the 
requirements for CE marking and differences between empirical and fundamental tests. Clause 3 
is divided into subclauses, each of which gives guidance on one of the European test methods for 
asphalt. These subclauses follow a similar pattern, in that the testing scope and the method are 
summarized, followed by UK experience.

All the new test methods are included, as well as those unfamiliar to UK users and which are 
therefore unlikely to be widely used in the UK. Methods for testing asphalt coated with bitumen 
emulsion are not included, but will be incorporated into a future edition of this document.

1	 Scope
This Published Document gives guidance on the use of each of the European test methods for asphalt 
given in BS EN 12697. The tests are divided into five groups:

a) test methods required for testing the constituent materials, as identified in
BS EN 13108‑20:2016, Annex A;

b) test methods called up in at least four of the standard specifications for the different types
of asphalt, BS EN 13108‑1 to BS EN 13108‑7, as identified in BS EN 13108‑20:2016, Annex B
(see Table 1);

c) test methods called up in only specific standard specifications, as identified in
BS EN 13108‑20:2016, Annex B;

d) test procedures used to support the test methods in BS EN 12697‑30 to BS EN 12697‑33, as
identified in BS EN 13108‑20:2016, Annex C, plus BS EN 12697‑35; and

e) test methods and procedures not called up in the asphalt standards.

Where standards fit into more than one category, they are described in the first and subsequently 
cross-referenced. The subclauses describing each of the tests are listed in Table 1.
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