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Foreword

II

Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from The British
Standards Institution, and came into effect on 30 September 2023. It was prepared by Technical
Committee AW/13, Whisky. A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to the committee manager.

Information about this document

Copyright is claimed in Figure 1. Copyright holders are the Scotch Whisky Research Ins tut.. The
Robertson Trust Building, Research Avenue North, Riccarton, Edinburgh, EH14 4AP.

This publication can be withdrawn, revised, partially superseded or superseded. "ifo. m2tion
regarding the status of this publication can be found in the Standards Catalogue on .he BSI website at
bsigroup.com/standards, or by contacting the Customer Services team.

Where websites and webpages have been cited, they are provided for eas. of re srence and are
correct at the time of publication. The location of a webpage or wehsite, or its contents, cannot
be guaranteed.

Use of this document

It has been assumed in the preparation of this British Scanda.d that the execution of its provisions
will be entrusted to appropriately qualified and exp=ricnc2d people, for whose use it has
been produced.

Presentational conventions

The provisions of this document are p:esented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Its requirements are
expressed in sentences in which the vriy cipat auxiliary verb is “shall”.

Commentary, explanation and ;er _rai mnformative material is presented in smaller italic type, and does
not constitute a normative ¢len, ~nt

Requirements in this dacu nent are drafted in accordance with the Rules for the structure and
drafting of UK stans.ar s:2022, subclause G.1.1, which states, “Requirements should be expressed
using wording s.ich ~s:“When tested as described in Annex A, the product shall ...”. This means that
only those p=~ducts that are capable of passing the specified test will be deemed to conform to

this docun. nt.

Wheic words have alternative spellings, the preferred spelling of the Shorter Oxford English
Dict.~nary is used (e.g. “organization” rather than “organisation”).

Concractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no representation, warranty, assurance
or undertaking (express or implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will
be accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or reasonableness of this
publication. All and any such responsibility and liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent
permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with respect to its use of this
publication.
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This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are responsible for its correct
application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Introduction

Traditional whiskies have formed consumers’ expectations and understanding of what is meant by
the term “whisky”. It is these whiskies which have been traded internationally. Today, as a result,
consumers in different markets expect whisky to be made from cereals, distilled in a certain way, aged
for a minimum period in wooden casks, and sold at a strength not less than 40% alc. vol. This ensures
whisKky retains the colour, aroma and taste derived from its raw materials and production process.

This standard sets out the requirements which are consistent with that reputation. In particular, it
provides a definition of the production process for whisky, the methods of analysis and the main
categories of whisky traded globally.

Scope

This British Standard specifies the analytical parameters and methods of analysis useu ‘or
whisky production.

NOTE  The parameters and methods provided in this British Standard establish authentic..; < 1d consistency
with the production process for whisky, the expected organoleptic characteristics, the typic~l ran jes for analytes of
interest and other technical matters.

This British Standard is applicable to UK distillers as well as new entrai.*s %o the industry
and regulators.

This British Standard does not include operational method</1ssue:.

Normative references

The following documents are referred to in the text..z'such a way that some or all of their
content constitutes provisions of this docuiaentV. For dated references, only the edition cited
applies. For undated references, the lates: od.tion of the referenced document (including any
amendments) applies.

BS ISO 6658, Sensory analysis - !Meti.2d<logy - General guidance

31

Terms and definiticns

For the purposes of t.»is document, the following terms and definitions apply.
whisky

cereal-basel matured spirit drink defined by its production process

NOTE + Wi sky consists of a number of categories with their own, more specific, definitions (see the glossary in
Arnex A). ~ee also 4.1, which specifies the production process.

(ME 2 This British Standard covers whisky irrespective of the spelling (both whisky or whiskey can be considered).

D Documents that are referred to solely in an informative manner are listed in the Bibliography.
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