BS 5709:2018

. : g o b - = ’ 15 = 3
e 4 ke m BN CHRA = = =%
e —— ! s S (yRE Bl 1T X e o =
» e o AR WY AR 1SR e !
; 3 1 T — i " I ¥ o ] B MR e e
i | gy e e T g - el i Bl b -H e W =3
i, | i Ty ] _ - r ¢ 1 ¥ H b . -___. r - A
i : [l g - . 1" . e A L TR S
| r, wll 3 . it | el '] ™
' iy 17 e i P al 1 ."J / .. -
. E L e =i -l ) g A
| q b8 - i -|
= ¥ e A (] £ |
- e = 1 | L] Wil KR
s -9 L ) e

BSI Standards Publication

Gaps, gates and stiles - Specitication

bsi.


https://www.stdhive.com/standards/bs-57092018-pdf/

BS 5709:2018

Publishing and copyrigh' info. mation

The BSI copyright netice displa_red in this document indicates when the document was last issued.

© The British Stana rds institution 2018
Published ky BSI St.ndards Limited 2018
ISBI\ 976 253098210 1

IC521.0v°

The following BSI references relate to the work on this document:
Committee reference B/201
Draft for comment 17/30359172 DC

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Text affected

BRITISH STANDARD

© THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION 2018 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED


https://www.stdhive.com/standards/bs-57092018-pdf/

BRITISH STANDARD BS 5709:2018

Contents Page
Foreword ii
Introduction 1

1 Scope 1
2 Normative references 2
3 Terms and definitions 2
4 Initial selection of path structure 4
Table 1 — Accessibility of structures conforming to BS 5709 on footpaths in least restrictive order 6
Table 2 — Accessibility of structures conforming to BS 5709 on bridleways 7
5 General performance requirements for structures 8
6 Specific performance requirements for foot, horse and cycle structures (excluding pedestria. stiics
and dog gates) 9
Figure 1 — Examples of a gap constructed in a hedge 10
Figure 2 — Example of a Kent carriage gap 12
Figure 3 — Example of a one-way opening timber, self-closing, unlatched, pedestriar. gate 15
Figure 4 — Example of a two-way opening bridle gate with handle 16
Figure 5 — Example of a two-way opening bridle gate with a ring 17
Figure 6 — Example of a timber kissing gate 19
Figure 7 — Example of a curved metal kissing gate with RADAR bypass 20
Figure 8 — Example of a horse stile 22
Figure 9 — Example of a horse step-through gate 23
7  Specific performance requirements for pedestrian stiles an 1 do;: gates 23
Figure 10 — Example of a post and rail stile, showing cntic~al wop rail 25
Figure 11 — Example of a stone flat topped stile 26
Figure 12 — Example of a dog gate attached to a ti, ~ber post and rail stile 27
8 Conformity checks 27
Annex A (informative) Nomenclature for authc¢: iz tions 29
Annex B (informative) Legislation 29

Annex C (informative) Guidance on the ise i barbed wire, razor wire and farm-type

electrical fences 29

Bibliography 31

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, and inside front cover, pages i to ii, pages 1 to 31, an inside back cover and
a back cover.

© THE BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION 2018 - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED I


https://www.stdhive.com/standards/bs-57092018-pdf/

BS 5709:2018 BRITISH STANDARD

Foreword

II

Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from The British
Standards Institution, and came into effect on 28 February 2018. It was prepared by Technical
Committee B/201, Fences and gates. A list of organizations represented on this committee can be
obtained on request to its secretary.

Supersession

This British Standard supersedes BS 5709:2006, which is withdrawn.

Information about this document

Walking, cycling and riding have continued to increase since the first edition of thi: Briush Standard
was published in 1979. Recent thinking and legislation have focused on the nied for iess able-bodied
and disabled people to be able to access the countryside.

This revision notes the requirements of the Equality Act 2010 [1] and *he s.fety of path users, taking
account of the needs of land management. The experience gath.r.d 1. om cthe many years of use of
this British Standard has been applied to clarify meaning and worcuing throughout.

More recently, the trial of bridle gates in York (see A trial ¢ €<~If-closing bridle gates [2]) has informed
the incorporation of functional attributes into this star.aard, .shich improve the safety and the ease of
use of these structures.

Use of this document

It has been assumed in the preparation of this Czicish Standard that the execution of its provisions
will be entrusted to appropriately qua’ified and experienced people, for whose use it has
been produced.

Presentational conventio1s

The provisions of this standad are presented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Its requirements are
expressed in sentence.in \ 'hich the principal auxiliary verb is “shall”.

Commentary, expla »7cio1 and general informative material is presented in smaller italic type, and does
not constitute a .~ormative element.

Where wo. 1s h. ve alternative spellings, the preferred spelling of The Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary is v sed (e.g. “organization” rather than “organisation”).

Con ractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract. Users are
responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal obligations.
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Introduction

The United Kingdom is noted for the variety of structures on routes with public access, and historic
structures should be respected. New structures need to be effective for the purpose for which they
are installed, and traditional forms of structure may be used if they provide good access for all
legitimate users.

Accordingly, this British Standard specifies structures by their functional performance, thus allowing
many designs of structure to conform to the requirements and encouraging innovation. However,

it also tries to meet the need for buildable designs by means of examples that meet the functional
performance criteria.

This British Standard provides specifications for gaps, gates and stiles to ensure that they cau-e ti =
minimum of inconvenience to users whilst fulfilling the requirement for preventing the passage of
animals that need to be controlled and, for all structures, where lawful, preventing ac -ess "0 tt use not
entitled to use the path.

NOTE  Attention is drawn to the Equality Act 2010 [1], which requires local authorities cuth. rizing the
installation of gates, stiles and other works on public rights of way to have regard to the ~eeds ¢, people with
disabilities.

This British Standard is an ongoing standard in that, in order to contli. 1e tc conform to it, the
structure might need to be modified, replaced or removed if the Iand usage changes.

Authorizing bodies are expected to specify the edition of the sta.  1a1d which applies and the initial
structure to be installed.

When authorizing structures, "to BS 5709" means to t. 2 la =st edition of this standard and "to
BS 5709:20xx" refers to a particular edition of this standard. See Annex A for clarification.

1 Scope

This British Standard specifies field-mecsurable performance requirements for new gaps, gates and
stiles for footpaths, bridleways, res i ted byways and other routes used by the public. It can also

be used for structures to be insta.'ed un permissive paths, wholly private ways and on commons.

It includes a hierarchy of ac=ess’bility performance requirements to raise awareness of the
characteristics of differeat -.tructures. It does not attempt to provide performance requirements in
relation to land man< gen.~r< need, to be individually assessed according to the circumstances. It can
be used to establich a1 maintain a quality in all new structures that represents good practice.

This British StanJar. does not automatically apply retrospectively to most existing structures. It can
be used a5 gidance Jor those who wish to repair or improve existing structures.

This Bitis. Standard does not allocate decision making, installation, maintenance or record keeping
tc any pa.ticular organization or person.

1. British Standard is intended to be used by:

«) “those planning, specifying or authorizing new structures on paths (e.g. highway authorities,
highways agencies, district councils, landowners, tenants, user groups and others handling
diversions, creations or dedications of paths subject to gaps, gates and stiles);

b) those making and buying path structures or kits;
c) those installing path structures; and

d) those replacing, maintaining and inspecting path structures.
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