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Abstract 
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FOREWORD 
The information contained in this Foreword is not part of this American National Standard (ANS) and has not been processed 
in accordance with ANSI’s requirements for an ANS. As such, this Foreword may contain material that has not been subjected 
to public review or a consensus process. In addition, it does not contain requirements necessary for conformance to the 
Standard. 

The Alliance for Telecommunication Industry Solutions (ATIS) serves the public through improved understanding between 
carriers, customers, and manufacturers. The Network Performance, Reliability, and Quality of Service Committee (PRQC) -- 
formerly T1A1 -- develops and recommends standards, requirements, and technical reports related to the performance, 
reliability, and associated security aspects of communications networks, as well as the processing of voice, audio, data, image, 
and video signals, and their multimedia integration. PRQC also develops and recommends positions on, and foster 
consistency with, standards and related subjects under consideration in other North American and international standards 
bodies.  

ANSI guidelines specify two categories of requirements: mandatory and recommendation. The mandatory requirements are 
designated by the word shall and recommendations by the word should. Where both a mandatory requirement and a 
recommendation are specified for the same criterion, the recommendation represents a goal currently identifiable as having 
distinct compatibility or performance advantages. 

Suggestions for improvement of this document are welcome. They should be sent to the Alliance for Telecommunications 
Industry Solutions, PRQC Secretariat, 1200 G Street NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20005. 
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1 

1   SCOPE, PURPOSE, & APPLICATION 

1.1   Scope 

This standard covers interface and performance specifications of television transmission service 
channels. Hypothetical reference channels have been defined and utilized to apportion performance 
parameters. Television signals created or transmitted in accordance with other standards or make-ups 
may not necessarily be compatible with the specifications of this standard. 

This standard specifies the performance of transmission service channels provided to convey 525-line, 
System M-National Television Systems Committee (NTSC) color or monochrome video signals and 
their associated audio signals only. This specification for television transmission service channels 
applies to both interface and performance parameters. The performance parameters are expressed as a 
function of the length between the endpoints of a channel or as a function of the facility type utilized. 
Performance definitions and measurement methods are provided if appropriate. Interface 
specifications are provided to facilitate compatibility between end users, service providers, and 
carriers. 

 

The performance characteristics identified within this standard apply to the transmission quality 
between the defined interfaces. Those interfaces are: (1) between transmission service providers and 
end users; and (2) between the jurisdictions of one transmission service provider and another. This 
standard defines neither the interconnection nor the performance characteristics of specific apparatus 
or equipment. 

 

1.2   Purpose 

The purpose of this standard is to assure the uniform application of standard values of transmission 
parameters for television signals transported by portions of the telecommunications network. It is 
intended to provide a common understanding by both suppliers and their customers. 

 

1.3   Application 

The primary applications of this standard are for specifying and evaluating the performance of a 
transmission service provided by common carriers. These services are used to transport the audio and 
video portions of broadcast-quality television signals.  
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