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The next edition of this Standard is scheduled for publication in 2027. This Standard will become effective 6 months after the
Date of Issuance.

This codeor standardwas developedunder procedures accredited asmeeting the criteria for AmericanNational Standards. The
standards committee that approved the code or standard was balanced to ensure that individuals from competent and
concerned interests had an opportunity to participate. The proposed code or standard was made available for public
review and comment, which provided an opportunity for additional public input from industry, academia, regulatory agencies,
and the public-at-large.

ASME does not “approve,” “certify,” “rate,” or “endorse” any item, construction, proprietary device, or activity. ASME does not
take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any items mentioned in this
document, and does not undertake to insure anyone utilizing a standard against liability for infringement of any applicable
letters patent, nor does ASME assume any such liability. Users of a code or standard are expressly advised that determination of
the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is entirely their own responsibility.

Participation by federal agency representatives or persons affiliated with industry is not to be interpreted as government or
industry endorsement of this code or standard.

ASME accepts responsibility for only those interpretations of this document issued in accordance with the established ASME
procedures and policies, which precludes the issuance of interpretations by individuals.

The endnotes and preamble in this document (if any) are part of this American National Standard.
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FOREWORD

Participants from the National Association of Elevator Safety Authorities, the National Elevator Industries, Inc., the
American InsuranceAssociation, and theAllianceofAmerican Insurersmet in early1981 todiscuss the trendamongstate
andmunicipal governments to rely on private inspection agencies and self-inspection by elevator companies to perform
inspections that had traditionally been done by the jurisdictional authorities. One of the prime concerns of the groupwas
to develop a means for ensuring that the quality of the inspections remained at a high level. The group determined that
addressing the qualifications of the persons performing the inspections is an important part of achieving this goal.
TheAmericanSociety ofMechanical Engineers (ASME),whichhadbeenactively involved inelevator safety through the

sponsorship of the A17 Elevator and Escalator Committee, was asked to participate in the group’s discussions. ASME
expressed an interest in this project and established an ad hoc committee consisting of members of the above organiza-
tions to develop a scope and guidelines for the establishment of a standards-writing committee.
On November 12, 1981, the ASME Council on Codes and Standards responded to this request and approved the

formation of the ASME Committee on the Qualification of Elevator Inspectors (QEI Committee) to develop an American
National Standard.
The goal established for the QEI Committee is to provide for the public health, safety, and welfare by supplementing

existing standards in this field. ASMEA17.1, Safety Code for Elevators and Escalators, covers design, construction, opera-
tion, inspection, testing, maintenance, alteration, and repair. ASME A17.2, Guide for Inspection of Elevators, Escalators,
andMovingWalks, supplements the Safety Code by providing guidelines for the inspection and testing of the equipment.
Neither ASME A17.1 nor ASME A17.2, however, covers the qualifications of inspection personnel, and the duties of the
inspector are only covered briefly in the Introduction to the Inspectors’ Manual.
The excellent safety recordof elevators, escalators, and related equipment has beenmaintained, in part, by quality field

inspectionsand tests.However, advancing technologyandsafety requirementshavehighlighted theneed for establishing
uniform criteria for the persons performing these inspections. The quality of inspections, of course, depends on the
competence of the inspector, and the Standard for the Qualification of Elevator Inspectors is dedicated to that purpose.
Safety codes and standards are intended to enhance public health and safety. Revisions result from committee consid-

erationof factors suchas technological advances, newdata, andchangingenvironmental and industryneeds.Revisionsdo
not imply that previous editions were inadequate.
With the harmonization of ASME A17.1 and CSA B44, the application of ASME QEI-1 is nowwidespread in Canada. To

enable the effectiveuseofASMEQEI-1by the jurisdictions inCanadaenforcing codesother than thosepublishedbyASME,
the 2007 edition of ASME QEI-1 was revised to include reference to equivalent Canadian codes. The reference to any
Canadian standard and access to or possession of those standards is necessary only in Canada or where Canadian
standards are adopted or enforced.
The 2013 edition of ASME QEI-1 was revised to reflect a decision made by ASME to discontinue its QEI accreditation

program. Effective January 1, 2014, accreditation of organizations that certify elevator inspectors and inspector super-
visorswas discontinued by ASME; therefore, requirementswere revised in this area to allow for accreditation to be done
by other organizations.
The 2018 edition of ASME QEI-1 updated the references to include ASME A17.6 and clarified definitions.
The 2024 edition of ASME QEI-1 updates continuing education requirements and adds ASME A17.7/CSA B44.7 as a

reference. ASME QEI-1–2024 was approved by the American National Standards Institute on July 9, 2024.
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ð24Þ PREFACE

PURPOSE This Standard is intended for the purpose of
establishing uniform criteria, which will aid in
(a) qualifying and training of inspection personnel for

government agencies, insurance companies, elevator
companies, building owners, and managers
(b) providing guidance for accredited certifying orga-

nizations
It is also intended to serve as a guideline onwhich certi-

fication is based by detailing the expertise necessary in
performing inspections.
It is recommended that state,municipal, andother juris-

dictional authorities reference this Standard in their
governing regulations covering subjects included in
thisStandard.Model language for enforcementauthorities
to recognize certified inspectors and inspector supervi-

sors from accredited certifying organizations is shown
in Nonmandatory Appendix D.

FORM AND ARRANGEMENT The Foreword, Preface,
andAppendices are included in this Standard for informa-
tiononly.Theyhavebeenapprovedby theASMEA17Stan-
dards Committee. The requirements therein are
nonmandatory.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS This Standard is one of the
numerous codes and standards that have been developed
and published by The American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME). These and publications from other
organizations, all of which may be of special interest to
users of this Standard, are listed in Nonmandatory
Appendix A.
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ASME QEI-1–2024
SUMMARY OF CHANGES

Following approval by the ASME A17 QEI Standards Committee and ASME, and after public review, ASME QEI-1–2024
was approved by the American National Standards Institute on July 9, 2024.

ASME QEI-1–2024 has been revised to remove gender pronouns from the Standard. ASME QEI-1–2024 also includes the
following changes identified by a margin note, (24).

Page Location Change
xii Preface Revised
1 1.1.3 First paragraph revised
2 Section 1.3 Subparagraph (i) added and subsequent subparagraphs

redesignated
3 Section 1.4 Subparagraph (f) added and subsequent subparagraphs

redesignated
3 1.5.2 Subparagraph (b) added and subsequent subparagraphs

redesignated
5 Section 2.1 (1) Subparagraph (a)(2) revised

(2) Subparagraph (b)(3) added and subsequent subparagraphs
redesignated

(3) Subparagraph (q) added
6 Section 2.2 Subparagraph (c)(1) revised
6 Section 2.3 (1)Title andsubparas. (c), (f)(1)(-b), (f)(2)(-b) through (f)(2)(-d),

(f)(2)(-f), and (f)(2)(-g) revised
(2) First paragraph added

11 A-2 Third paragraph added
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Part 1
Introduction

SECTION 1.1
SCOPE

1.1.1 Inspectors and Inspector Supervisors

This Standard includes requirements for the qualifica-
tion, duties, and responsibilities of inspectors and
inspector supervisors engaged in the inspection and
testing of
(a) hoisting and lowering mechanisms, equipped with

a car or platform, that move between two or more land-
ings. This equipment includes, but is not limited to, the
following:

(1) elevators (ASME A17.1/CSA B44) and, in Cana-
dian jurisdictions, special-purpose personnel elevators
(CSA B311)

(2) platform and stairway chairlifts (ASME A18.1 or
CSA B355)
(b) power-driven stairways andwalkways for carrying

personsbetween landings. This equipment includes, but is
not limited to, the following:

(1) escalators (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)
(2) moving walks (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)

(c) hoisting and loweringmechanisms equippedwith a
car that serves two or more landings and is restricted to
the carryingofmaterial by its limited sizeor limited access
to the car. This equipment includes, but is not limited to,
the following:

(1) dumbwaiters (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)
(2) material lifts and dumbwaiters with automatic

transfer devices (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)
(d) hoists and elevators (ANSI/ASSP A10.4 or CSA

Z185) that are
(1) not an integral part of buildings
(2) installed inside or outside buildings or structures

during construction, alteration, or demolition operations
(3) used to raise and lower workers and other per-

sonnel connected with or related to the structure
NOTE: Nonmandatory Appendix B also includes recommended
qualifications and duties of inspector trainees.

1.1.2 Certification and Accreditation

Inspectors and inspector supervisors shall be certified
in accordancewith the requirements of this Standard. The
organization that certifies the inspectors and inspector
supervisors shall be accredited by an independent inter-

nationally or nationally recognized organization that
accredits personnel certification bodies to ANSI/ISO/
IEC 17024, or its equivalent.

1.1.3 ð24ÞCovered Inspections

This Standard applies to any person who is making an
inspection to determine compliance with the require-
ments of ASME A17.1/CSA B44, ASME A17.3, CSA
B44.1/ASME A17.5, ASME A17.7/CSA B44.7, ASME
A18.1 or CSA B355, and ANSI/ASSP A10.4 or CSA
Z185. It typically applies to, but is not limited to,
persons employed by the following:
(a) jurisdictional authorities
(b) independent inspection agencies and elevator

consultants
(c) insurers of the equipment
(d) manufacturers, installers, and maintainers of the

equipment
(e) building owners and managers
(f) testing laboratories performing field inspections

and tests (see also para. 1.1.4)

1.1.4 Exempt Inspections

This Standard does not cover personnel engaged in
engineering and type testing as covered in Section 8.3
of ASME A17.1/CSA B44, Section 8 of ASME A18.1 or
Appendix A of CSA B355, and CSA B44.1/ASME A17.5,
including inspection by laboratories in association with
these tests.

SECTION 1.2
DEFINITIONS

Terms used in this Standard shall have the meanings
specified in the following definitions. Other terms used
shall have the meanings specified in Section 1.3 of
ASME A17.1/CSA B44 and Section 3 of ANSI/ASSP
A10.4 or CSA Z185.
accredited certifying organization: a certifying organiza-
tion that holds valid documentation of accreditation
issued by an independent internationally or nationally
recognized accrediting organization that accredits per-
sonnel certification bodies.
NOTE: A Certificate of Accreditation is an example of such docu-
mentation.

ASME QEI-1–2024

1




