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Date of Issuance: June 1, 2010

The next edition of this Standard is scheduled for publication in 2013. This Standard will become
effective 6 months after the Date of Issuance. There will be no addenda issued to this edition.

ASME issues written replies to inquiries concerning interpretations of technical aspects of this
Standard. Interpretations are published on the ASME Web site under the Committee Pages at
http://cstools.asme.org/ as they are issued and will also be published within the next edition of th»
Standard.

ASME is the registered trademark of The Americi n Society of Mechanical Engineers.

This code or standard was developed under procedures accredited as meeting the criteria for American National
Standards. The Standards Committee that approved the cu de or.standard was balanced to assure that individuals from
competent and concerned interests have had an oppc wni. to participate. The proposed code or standard was made
available for public review and comment that provide_ an »ppurtunity for additional public input from industry, academia,
regulatory agencies, and the public-at-large.

ASME does not “approve,” “rate,” or “endor. =" an, item, construction, proprietary device, or activity.

ASME does not take any position with-res ~ect w the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any
items mentioned in this document, and ¢ es 1.5t undertake to insure anyone utilizing a standard against liability for
infringement of any applicable letters paiari . nor assumes any such liability. Users of a code or standard are expressly
advised that determination of th: v=udity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is
entirely their own responsibili‘y.

Participation by federal ag.ncy representative(s) or person(s) affiliated with industry is not to be interpreted as
government or industry Znc >rse, ent of this code or standard.

ASME accepts respor. ‘bility for only those interpretations of this document issued in accordance with the established
ASME procedures and pou. es, which precludes the issuance of interpretations by individuals.

No part of this document may be reproduced in any form,
in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise,
without the prior written permission of the publisher.
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FOREWORD

Participants from the National Association of Elevator Safety Authorities, the National Elevator
Industries, Inc., the American Insurance Association, and the Alliance of American Insurers met
in early 1981 to discuss the trend among state and municipal governments to rely on private
inspection agencies and self-inspection by elevator companies to perform inspections that had
traditionally been done by the jurisdictional authorities. One of the prime concerns of the group
was to develop a means for ensuring that the quality of the inspections remained at a high level.
The group determined that addressing the qualifications of the persons performing the inspection.
is an important part of achieving this goal.

The American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), which had been actively invorvad i
elevator safety through the sponsorship of the A17 Elevator and Escalator Committee, was as~ed
to participate in the group’s discussions. ASME expressed an interest in this project and e. tablished
an ad-hoc committee consisting of members of the above organizations to devel~p a s ope and
guidelines for the establishment of a standards-writing committee.

On November 12, 1981, the ASME Council on Codes and Standards resroaded:20 this request
and approved the formation of the ASME Committee on the Qualificatioi. of E =vator Inspectors
(QEI Committee) to develop an American National Standard.

The goal established for the QEI Committee is to provide foi th: public health, safety, and
welfare by supplementing existing standards in this field. ASMFE-A17 1, Safety Code for Elevators
and Escalators, covers design, construction, operation, inspactic 1, testing, maintenance, alteration,
and repair. ASME A17.2, Guide for Inspection of Elevatoi:. Esrala.cis, and Moving Walks, supple-
ments the Safety Code by providing guidelines for the inspect.on and testing of the equipment.
Neither A17.1 nor Al7.2, however, covers the qualiications of inspection personnel, and the
duties of the inspector are only covered briefly in the ™toduction to the Inspectors’” Manual.

The excellent safety record of elevators, escalators, and related equipment has been maintained,
in part, by quality field inspections and tests. Hc wevir, advancing technology and safety require-
ments have highlighted the need for establish.ny * niform criteria for the persons performing these
inspections. The quality of inspections, #{>ou.< 2, depends on the competence of the inspector, and
the Standard for the Qualificatior: of il<va’or Inspectors is dedicated to that purpose.

Safety codes and standards are.in.>nacu to enhance public health and safety. Revisions result
from committee consideration of f. ctors such as technological advances, new data, and changing
environmental and industry n~eas:* evisions do not imply that previous editions were inadequate.

With the harmonization »f’/ASME A17.1 and CSA B44, the application of the QEI Standard is
now widespread in Cai 1da. 70 enable the effective use of the QEI Standard by the jurisdictions
in Canada enforcing tade. other than those published by ASME, the QEI Standard was revised
in the 2007 editio. to 'nclude reference to equivalent Canadian codes. The reference to any
Canadian standard a. <1 access to or possession of those standards is necessary only in Canada
or where the si:ndards are adopted or enforced.

This revis‘on of QEI-1 was approved by the American National Standards Institute on
April 22, 2210.

iv
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PREFACE

PURPOSE

This Standard is intended for the purpose of establish-
ing uniform criteria, which will aid in

(a) qualifying and training of inspection personnel
for government agencies, insurance companies, elevator
companies, building owners, and managers

(b) the accreditation of inspection agencies

It is also intended to serve as a guideline on which
certification is based by detailing the expertise necessary
in performing inspections.

It is recommended that state, municipal, and other
jurisdictional authorities reference this Standard in their
governing regulations covering subjects included in this
Standard. Model language for enforcement authorities
to recognize certified inspectors and inspection supervi-
sors from accredited organizations is shown in
Nonmandatory Appendix D.

ACCREDITATION

The American Society of Mechanical Engineers has
established procedures to authorize organizations to cer-
tify that persons have met the requirements of this
Standard (see Part 4). ASME does not “approve,” “ce.-
tify,” “rate,” or “endorse” any person certified L7 an
organization holding a Certificate of Accrecitat. >, ard
there shall be no statement or implication tha. migiit so
indicate.

”

FORM AND ARRANZEL €N

The Foreword, Preface, ancd.* opcndices are included
in this Standard for inform. ‘ion only. They have been
approved by the QEI Comm. tee. The requirements
therein are nonmand:to. .

RELAY..D PUBLICATIONS

This Crandorc is one of the numerous codes and stan-
dards that have i een developed and published by The
America Society of Mechanical Engineers. These and
priolicitions of other organizations, all of which may be
af 5pecial interest to users of this Standard, are listed in
Ncamandatory Appendix A.

vi

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE QEI COMMITTEE

ASME codes and standards are developed and mair
tained with the intent to represent the consensus f con-
cerned interests. As such, users of this Stana.rd inay
interact with the committee by requesting .ater veta-
tions, proposing revisions, and atter diri > cor. mittee
meetings. Correspondence should be acdrescd to

Secretary, QEI Standards Comu ittee

The American Society of Mechai ical Engineers
Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-59+2

Proposing Revisions. Rev1 ions made to this Standard
will incorporate changes t. at appear necessary or desir-
able as demons ra ed by the experience gained from its
application ar ir. nrder to conform to developments in
the elevator ' ield: Approved revisions will be published
in the nex® ea.tion.

The cemn.ittee welcomes proposals for revisions to
thi¢ Standard. Such proposals should be as specific as
posshle, citing the paragraph number(s), the proposed
wording, and a description of the reason(s) for the pro-
pesal, including any pertinent documentation.

Requesting Interpretations. ASME issues written
replies to inquiries concerning interpretation of technical
aspects of this Standard. Interpretations are published
on the ASME Web site under the Committee Pages at
http://cstools.asme.org. Interpretations can only be ren-
dered in response to a written request sent to the
Secretary of the QEI Standards Committee.

ASME procedures provide for reconsideration of any
interpretation when or if additional information that
might affect the interpretation is available. Further, per-
sons aggrieved by an interpretation may appeal to the
cognizant ASME committee or subcommittee. ASME
does not “approve,” “certify,” “rate,” or “endorse” any
person, company, organization, item, construction, pro-
prietary device, or activity.

Attending Committee Meetings. The QEI Standards
Committee regularly holds meetings that are open to
the public. All portions of meetings that concern evalua-
tion of certifying organizations are closed to the public.
Persons wishing to attend any meeting should contact
the Secretary of the QEI Standards Committee.

"o
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ASME QEI-1-2010
SUMMARY OF CHANGES

Following approval by the ASME QEI Committee and ASME, and after public review,
ASME QEI-1-2010 was approved by the American National Standards Institute on April 22, 2070.

ASME QEI-1-2010 includes editorial changes, revisions, and corrections introduced :n
ASME QEI-1-2007 as well as the following changes identified by a margin note, (10).

Page Location Change
1 1.1.1(a)(1) Revised
1.1.1(d) Added
1.1.4 First paragraph ie.ised
2 Section 1.2 (1) First paragrap. revised
(2) Terv> lotest edition revised
1.3(d) Add=d
3 1.3(k) Aaled
1.4(m) Aaded
1.4(n) Added
1.5.1(f) Added
5 Section 2.1 (1) First paragraph and subparas. (b)(1)

and (h) revised

(2) Subparagraph (h)(1)(j) added

(3) Original subpara. (o) deleted and
subsequent subparagraphs

redesignated
6 2.2(c)(1) Revised
2.3(c) Revised
7 2.3(H)(2)(f) Revised
10 422 Second paragraph added
1. 425 (1) Subparagraph (e) revised

(2) Fourth paragraph added
13 A-1 Last two paragraphs added

SPECIAL NOTE:

The interpretations to QEI-1 are included in this edition as a separate section for the user’s
convenience.

vii
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ASME QEI-1-2010

STANDARD FOR THE QUALIFICATION OF
ELEVATOR INSPECTORS

Part 1
Introduction

SECTION 1.1
SCOPE

1.1.1 Inspectors and Inspection Supervisors

This Standard includes requirements for the qualifica-
tion, duties, and responsibilities of inspectors and
inspection supervisors engaged in the inspection and
testing of

(a) hoisting and lowering mechanisms, equipped
with a car or platform, that move between two or more
landings. This equipment includes, but is not limited to,
the following;:

(1) elevators (ASME A17.1/CSA B44) and, in
Canadian jurisdictions, special purpose personnel
elevators (CSA B311)

(2) platform and stairway chairlifts (ASME A18.1
or CSA B355)

(b) power-driven stairways and walkways for car-
rying persons between landings. This equipment
includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(1) escalators (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)

(2) moving walks (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)

(c) hoisting and lowering mechanisms equipped with
a car that serves two or more landings and is restricted
to the carrying of material by its limited size or limited
access to the car. This equipment includes, but is not
limited to, the following;:

(1) dumbwaiters (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)

(2) material lifts and dumbwaiters with automatic
transfer devices (ASME A17.1/CSA B44)

(d) hoists and elevators (ANSI/ASSE A10.4 or
CSA Z185) that are

(1) not an integral part of buildings

(2) installed inside or outside buildings or struc-
tures during construction, alteration, or demolition
operations

(3) used to raise and lower workers and other per-
sonnel connected with or related to the structure

NOTE: Nonmandatory Appendix B also includes recommended
qualifications and duties of inspector trainees.

1

1.1.2 Accreditation

This Standard includes requirements for accreditation
of organizations that certify inspectors and inspection
supervisors.

1.1.3 Certification

ASME A17.1/CSA B44, requirements 8.10.1.1 and
8.11.1.1 require inspectors and inspection supervisors to
be certified by an organization accredited by ASME in
accordance with the requirements contained in this
Standard.

1.1.4 Covered Inspections

This Standard applies to any person who is making
an inspection to determine compliance with the require-
ments of ASME A17.1/CSA B44, ASME A17.3,
CSA-B44.1/ASME A17.5, ASME A18.1 or CSA B355, and
ANSI/ASSE A10.4 or CSA Z185. It applies to persons
typically employed by, but is not limited to, the
following;:

(a) jurisdictional authorities

(b) independent inspection agencies and elevator
consultants

(c) insurers of the equipment

(d) manufacturers, installers, and maintainers of the
equipment

(e) building owners and managers

(f) testing laboratories performing field inspections
and tests (see also para. 1.1.5)

1.1.5 Exempt Inspections

This Standard does not cover personnel engaged in
engineering and type testing as covered in Section 8.3
of ASME A17.1/CSA B44, Section 8 of ASME A18.1 or
Appendix A of CSA B355, and CSA-B44.1/ASME A17.5,
including inspection by laboratories in association with
these tests.
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