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Date of Issuance: May 28, 2010

This Standard will be revised when the Society approves the issuance of a new edition. There will
be no addenda issued to this edition. This Standard may be used upon publication and becomes
mandatory 6 months after Date of Issuance.

ASME issues written replies to inquiries concerning interpretations of technical aspects of this
Standard. Interpretations are published on the ASME Web site under the Program Page at
http://www.asme.org/Codes/CertifAccred/Accreditation/Authorized_Inspection_Agency.cfm as they
are issued.

ASME is the registered trademark of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

This code or standard was developed under procedures accredited as meeting the criteria for American National
Standards. The Standards Committee that approved the code or standard was balanced to assure that individuals from
competent and concerned interests have had an opportunity to participate. The proposed code or standard was made
available for public review and comment that provides an opportunity for additional public input from industry, academia,
regulatory agencies, and the public-at-large.

ASME does not “approve,” “rate,” or “endorse” any item, construction, proprietary device, or activity.
ASME does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any

items mentioned in this document, and does not undertake to insure anyone utilizing a standard against liability for
infringement of any applicable letters patent, nor assume any such liability. Users of a code or standard are expressly
advised that determination of the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is
entirely their own responsibility.

Participation by federal agency representative(s) or person(s) affiliated with industry is not to be interpreted as
government or industry endorsement of this code or standard.

ASME accepts responsibility for only those interpretations of this document issued in accordance with the established
ASME procedures and policies, which precludes the issuance of interpretations by individuals.

No part of this document may be reproduced in any form,
in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise,

without the prior written permission of the publisher.
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FOREWORD

The 2009 edition of ASME QAI-1 incorporates the 2005 edition of QAI-1, and revisions and
additions approved by the QAI Standards Committee since the publication of the 2005 edition.

This Standard is arranged into the Parts listed below.

Part 1 Requirements for qualifications and duties of the Authorized Inspection Agency, its
Authorized Nuclear Inspectors, and its Authorized Nuclear Inspector Supervisors, as
used with the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Section III, Division 1, Rules for
Construction of Nuclear Power Plant Components, and Section III, Division 3,
Containment Systems and Transport Packagings for Spent Fuel and High Level
Radioactive Waste

Part 2 Requirements for qualifications and duties of the Authorized Inspection Agency, its
Authorized Nuclear Inservice Inspectors, and its Authorized Nuclear Inservice
Inspector Supervisors, as used with the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code
Section XI, Rules for Inservice Inspection of Nuclear Power Plant Components

Part 3 Requirements for qualifications of the Authorized Inspection Agency, its Authorized
Nuclear Inspectors (Concrete), and its Authorized Nuclear Inspector Supervisors
(Concrete), as used with the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Section III,
Division 2, Code for Concrete Reactor Vessels and Containments (ACI 359)

Part 4 Requirements for Accreditation of Authorized Inspection Agencies
Part 5 Requirements for qualifications and duties of the Authorized Inspection Agency and

its Supervisors, and qualifications of Authorized Inspectors, as used with the ASME
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Sections I; IV; VIII, Divisions 1, 2, and 3; X; and XII.

Part 6 Requirements for qualifications and duties for Qualified Inspection Organizations and
qualifications for Inspectors and Supervisors as used with the ASME Boiler and
Pressure Vessel Code Section XII

Part 7 Requirements for Accreditation of Qualified Inspection Organizations performing
inspections as required by the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Section XII

Part 8 Requirements for qualification and duties of the Certified Individual performing
inspections as used with the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code Sections I; IV;
VIII; Divisions 1, 2, and 3; X; and XII when so referenced by the respective Code
Sections

These requirements were developed and are maintained by the ASME Committee on
Qualifications for Authorized Inspection, which was first formed on March 29, 1973, as a special
committee under the Policy Board, Codes and Standards and that now reports to the ASME
Board on Conformity Assessment. The Committee operates under procedures accredited by the
American National Standards Institute.

The QAI-1 Standard has been developed with the following principles intended to apply to
all jurisdictional authorities accredited as an AIA by ASME:

(a) Reciprocity. The enforcement authority (jurisdiction) agrees to accept the results of inspec-
tions required by the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code that have been performed by an
accredited AIA.

(b) Integrity. The AIA maintains the commitment to the integrity of the inspection process and
of the ASME Code Symbol Marks by fulfilling its obligations under the ASME Boiler and Pressure
Vessel Code and by recognizing the role of the third party inspection system.

(c) Openness. The enforcement authority (jurisdiction) permits ASME Certificate Holders and
Applicants for ASME Certificates of Authorization located within its jurisdiction to select other
ASME accredited AIAs.

(d) Participation in the Process. The AIA agrees to participate in the development of the ASME
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code by becoming a member of either the Conference Committee or
the International Interest Review Group (IIRG).

v

(10)
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When required by context in this Section, the singular shall be interpreted as the plural, and
vice-versa; and the feminine, masculine, or neuter gender shall be treated as such other gender
as appropriate.

Requests for interpretations or suggestions for improvement of this Standard should be
addressed to the Secretary of the Committee on Qualifications for Authorized Inspection, The
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Three Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016-5990.
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