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This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee HE-031, Traditional Chinese 

Medicine. It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 12 September 

2014. 

This Standard was published on 7 October 2014. 
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This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS ISO 17217.1:2014. 

 

Standards Australia wishes to acknowledge the participation of the expert individuals that 

contributed to the development of this Standard through their representation on the 

Committee and through the public comment period. 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 
Australian Standards® are living documents that reflect progress in science, technology and 

systems. To maintain their currency, all Standards are periodically reviewed, and new editions 

are published. Between editions, amendments may be issued. 

 

Standards may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves they are 

using a current Standard, which should include any amendments that may have been 

published since the Standard was published. 

 

Detailed information about Australian Standards, drafts, amendments and new projects can 

be found by visiting www.standards.org.au 

 

Standards Australia welcomes suggestions for improvements, and encourages readers to 

notify us immediately of any apparent inaccuracies or ambiguities. Contact us via email at 

mail@standards.org.au, or write to Standards Australia, GPO Box 476, Sydney, NSW 2001. 
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PREFACE 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee HE-031, Traditional Chinese 

Medicine. 

The objective of this Standard is to specify requirements and test methods for ginseng seeds and 

seedlings, Panax ginseng C.A.Meyer. It is suitable for marketing of ginseng seeds and seedlings, 

Panax ginseng C.A. Meyer. It also provides measures of quality assurance for ginseng cultivators. 

This Standard is identical with, and has been reproduced from ISO 17217-1:2014, Traditional Chinese 

medicine—Ginseng seeds and seedlings, Part 1: Panax ginseng C.A. Meyer. 

As this Standard is reproduced from an International Standard, the following applies: 

(a) In the source text ‘this part of ISO 17217’ should read ‘this Australian Standard’. 

(b) A full point substitutes for a comma when referring to a decimal marker. 

None of the normative references in the source document have been adopted as Australian or 

Australian/New Zealand Standards. 
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ISO 17217-1:2014(E)

Traditional Chinese medicine — Ginseng seeds and 
seedlings —

Part 1: 
Panax ginseng C.A. Meyer

1 Scope

This part of ISO 17217 specifies minimum requirements and test methods for ginseng seeds and 
seedlings, Panax ginseng C.A. Meyer. It is suitable for marketing of cultivated ginseng seeds and seedlings, 
P. ginseng C.A. Meyer. It is also suitable for quality assurance for ginseng cultivators.

2 Normative references

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated 
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

International Seed Testing Association (ISTA), International Rules for Seed Testing

International Seed Testing Association (ISTA), Working Sheets on Tetrazolium testing

3	 Terms	and	definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
seed lot
specified quantity of seed that is physically and uniquely identifiable

[SOURCE: ISTA, International Rules for Seed Testing, definition 2.2.1]

3.2
primary sample
portion taken from the seed lot during one single sampling action

[SOURCE: ISTA, International Rules for Seed Testing, definition 2.2.2]

3.3
composite sample
formed by combining and mixing all the primary samples taken from the seed lot

[SOURCE: ISTA, International Rules for Seed Testing, definition 2.2.3]

3.4
subsample
portion of primary a sample obtained by reducing a sample

[SOURCE: ISTA, International Rules for Seed Testing, definition 2.2.4]
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