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This Australian Railway Standard AS 7642 was prepared by the RISSB Turnouts Development Group. It was signed
off by the RISSB Turnouts Development Group and Infrastructure Standing committee in May 2013 and subsequently
by the Development Advisory Board (DAB) in June 2013. The DAB confirmed that the process used to develop the
standard was in accordance with the RISSB accredited development process. On the 05" June 2013 the RISSB
Board approved the Standard for release. This Standard was published on the RISSB website (www.rissb.com.au) on
the 15™ August 2013.

/
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Chief Executive Officer
Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board

The following organisations were represented on the RISSB Turnouts Developmeri. GroL 9 :

Rio Tinto Brookfield Pacific National
Nova Rail Rail Corp PTA WA
Transport Victoria RTBU ARTC

Queensland Rail

This Standard was issued on two occasions for open review we=-inacnendently validated before being signed off and
the approvals were granted.

RISSB wish to acknowledge the participation of the expurt inctividuals that contributed to the development of this
Standard through their representation on the commit.2ez and through the open review periods.

Keeping Standards up-to-date

Australian Standards developed by RISSE are \iving documents that reflect progress in science, technology and
systems. To maintain their currency.all 2t ndards are reviewed every five years, and new editions are published.
Between editions, amendments m wy-Le issued.

Australian Standards develope ' by kiSSB may also be withdrawn. It is important that readers assure themselves
they are using a current R'G2R Siandard, which should include any amendments that may have been published
since the Standard was p. hlist 2d.

Information about A::stralian ~tandards to be developed by RISSB, drafts, amendments, and new projects can be
found by visiting v/ vw..'ssb.com.au

RISSB welcome ~ suy gestions for improvements, and encourages readers to notify it immediately of any apparent
inaccuracies or amiguities. Contact us via email at rissb@rissb.com.au or write to Rail Industry Safety and
Standards k oard, PO Box 4608, Kingston, ACT 2604
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Important Notice and Disclaimer

The Rail Industry Safety & Standards Board (‘RISSB’) provides a range of template products,
collectively called the ‘RISSB Products’, including:

e Standards;

e Codes of Practice;
e Rules;

e Guidelines; and

e Handbooks.

The purpose of RISSB’s Products is to provide general good practice guid=nce for use by
organisations engaged in, or providing services to those engaged i, -ailway operations in
Australia (the ‘Users’).

RISSB Products have not been tailored to fit or address the individual circumstances of any
organisation. They are adopted by Users at their own risk.

Responsibility rests with the User, should it choose to adopt «2ISSB Product, to ensure that
the RISSB Product is safe for use in the specific User’'s cpe rations.

This will include undertaking a risk assessment. Reliancc must be placed on the User's own
enquiries and assessment rather than the RISSB F. ~duct.

RISSB and all persons acting for RISSB in i»2paring a RISSB Product disclaim any and all
liability or responsibility to any person for ar.* ccnsequences arising directly or indirectly from
the use by Users of the RISSB Product in who'= or in part, and whether or not in conjunction
with, or as a supplement to, the guidelines which the Users currently use.

Adherence to the RISSB Products doe: not ensure compliance with any relevant law, national
guidelines, standards and coces of piactice.

Due to the diverse operating ~nvironments within the rail industry, strict and technical
compliance with RISSB Products may not always be possible by organisations.

Users are responsible 1r making their own enquiries in relation to compliance with national
standards, guidelines ari.. codes of practice.

While all reasonabi> care has been taken in the preparation of RISSB Products, RISSB is an
industry asscuiation, not a legal practitioner, and therefore it makes no representation that, and
gives no warrany or guarantee that, RISSB Products are an accurate representation of the law
or fit for an; individual circumstances. RISSB (including all persons acting for, or on behalf of,
RISSB in nreparing and/or publishing RISSB Products) does not take any responsibility for loss
or/de.nage suffered by any person resulting in any way from the use of, or reliance on, RISSB
Prcducts.
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1 PREFACE

The aim of this Standard is to outline requirements that encourage rail organisations to adopt a
whole-of-life approach to the management of turnouts and other special trackwork. This
approach includes design, supply, construction, maintenance, decommissioning and disposal
for a range of operational track gauges used in Australia.

For the purposes of this Standard, all clauses containing the term ‘shall’ are considered
mandatory requirements, all clauses containing the term ‘should’ are cons.dered
recommendations, and all other clauses are explanatory statements. This Standa:d c'so
highlights recommended and mandatory sections with (R) and (M) respectively alongsidc the
paragraph number.

All RISSB standards provide controls for hazards contained in RISSB’s hazard guide.'ne. In this
particular standard, the reference number of the hazard being addressec is identified in
brackets at the end of each sentence (where appropriate). RISSB’s hazara g iideline can be
found on the RISSB website at www.rissb.com.au.
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DISCLAIMER

This Rail Industry Safety and Standards Board (RISSB) Australian Standard on
Turnouts and Other Special Trackwork has been drafted for use by rail organisations
and the rail industry in Australia.

RISSB and all persons acting for RISSB in preparing the Standard disclaim any liability
or responsibility to any person for any consequences flowing from the use (£ this
document in whole or in part for any purpose other than the purpose of proviuing
comments to the RISSB on its content.

The document incorporates feedback from the Australian rail industry, and will be
finalised following further feedback on its accuracy and appropriateness.

Users of the Standard should be aware that, while using the Stanucrq. they must also
comply with any relevant Commonwealth, State or Territory legisla‘ion rzlevant to their
operations.

Adherence to the Standard does not replace or excluac. th.e application of such
legislative requirements.

Users are responsible for making their own enquizies in relation to the application of
legislation, and the framers of the Standard accep no' -esponsibility in this regard.

Adherence to the Standard does not necesscrily .ensure compliance with all relevant
standards and codes of practice.

Users are responsible for making their own enquiries in relation to compliance with
relevant National standards and cod.s of practice.

While all reasonable care has<he=n taken in the preparation of this Standard, it is
provided to rail organisatiors -vithout any legal liability on the part of RISSB, and
RISSB [publisher, authore. con<eultants and editors each] takes no responsibility for
loss suffered by any per.on resulting in any way from the use of, or reliance on, this
publication.

Responsibility rects with. the rail organisation to ensure that all aspects of the standard
are safe.
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