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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee CH-041, Forensic
Analysis. This Standard is the result of a consensus among the representatives of the
Committee to produce it as an Australian Standard.

This Standard is part of a series which includes the following:

AS

5388 Forensic analysis

5388.1 Part 1: Recognition, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material
5388.2 Part 2: Analysis and examination of material

5388.3 Part 3: Interpretation
5388.4 Part 4: Reporting (this Standard)

The objective of this Standard is to provide requirements and recommendatioi. to wssist
practitioners in the reporting of results and opinions. The provisions of this.docun.ent are
aimed at qualified personnel, with demonstrated competence in the us= o° appropriate
scientific procedures and techniques in a forensic context.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this-Ztand2cd to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ ap, end X is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for informat.on and guidance.

The Committee wishes to acknowledge the support proviieu by the Commonwealth
Attorney General’s Department in the development ‘of the Forensic Analysis series
(AS 5388) as an Australian Government initiative.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
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1 SCOPE

This Standard sets out requirements and recommendations for the reporting of results and
opinions, derived from scientific data and observations in the analysis and examination €
physical material, for investigative purposes and for use in legal proceedings.

The areas covered by this document include the following:
(a) Report types.

(b) Case file and report review.

(c) Reporting of results.

(d) Reporting of opinions.

The processes of review and reporting apply to results and apit'ions.
NOTE: The weighting of opinions is also discussed in AS 5388._

Though intended primarily for use in reporting the tore.:sic analysis of physical material,
this Standard may also apply to the reporting of the [ore. sic analysis of digital evidence.

2 REFERENCED AND RELATED DOCUMEINTS
2.1 Referenced documents

The following documents are referred to = this Standard:

AS

2706 Numerical values—R ot -dir g and interpretation of limiting values

5388 Forensic analysis

5388.1 Part 1: Recogritivn, recording, recovery, transport and storage of material
5388.2 Part 2: Ana vsisiand examination of material

5388.3 Part 3: Ii‘erpretation

ISO/IEC

17025 General “equirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories

2.2 Relate ! doouments
Further infc:mation may be found in the following documents:

Kewne, PA 2011, Practice Note CM7 Expert Witnesses in Proceedings in the Federal Court
0j Austr alia, Federal Court of Australia.

M.dwestern  Association of Forensic  Scientists 2006, Code of Ethics,
nttp://www.mafs.net/code-of-ethics

Scientific Working Group on Materials Analysis, January 2009, Expert reporting guideline.
Forensic Science Communications Vol 11 No 1.

Uniform Civil Procedure Rules (Amendment No 12) 2006 under the Civil Procedure
Act 2005, Regulation 31.23—Code of conduct.

Uniform Civil Procedure Rules (Amendment No 12) 2006 under the Civil Procedure
Act 2005, Schedule 7—FExpert witness code of conduct.
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