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© Standards Australia Ltd  

This Australian Standard® was prepared by Committee MB-010, General Conditions of Contract. It 

was approved on behalf of Standards Australia’s Standards Development and Accreditation 

Committee on 13 June 2025. 

This Standard was published on 27 June 2025. 

 

The following are represented on Committee MB-010: 

 Air Conditioning & Mechanical Contractors Association 

 Australian Construction Industry Forum 

 Australian Institute of Architects 

 Civil Contractors Federation 

 Consult Australia 

 Engineers Australia 

 Housing Industry Association 

 Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia 

 Law Council of Australia 

 Master Builders Australia 

 

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR AS 4000:2024. 

 

Keeping Standards up-to-date 

Ensure you have the latest versions of our publications and keep up-to-date about Amendments, 

Rulings, Withdrawals, and new projects by visiting: 

www.standards.org.au   
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Second edition AS 4000:2025. 

COPYRIGHT 

© Standards Australia Limited 2025 
All rights are reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, without 
the written permission of the publisher, unless otherwise permitted under the 
Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). 
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Terms of use 

This version is intended for “reference use only” and is not an executable contract. 

A user must not copy, reproduce, distribute or modify this document, unless it has a licence from 

Standards Australia (or its authorised distributors). 

In this reference only version, phrases in the text in italics in the Formal instrument of agreement or 
Annexures such as “Click or tap here to enter text” or instructions to select an alternative indicate they 
are fields for entering data. These are available to users in the editable versions of this document. 
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Users must not copy, reproduce, distribute or modify this document, in whole or in part, without the prior written permission of Standards 
Australia. 

Preface 

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee MB-010, General Conditions of 

Contract, to supersede AS 4000—1997 and AS 2124—1992. 

This document is the result of consensus among representatives on the Committee to produce it as 
an Australian Standard. 

The major changes in this edition are as follows: 

(a) Insertion of a Formal Instrument of Agreement as a basis for forming the Contract, with

provision for including the Contract Sum.

(b) Redrafting and restructuring of clause 1, with new definitions and principles of interpretation

added to make the Contract easier to read.

(c) Deletion of the previous clause 6 Evidence of Contract and replacement of it with a new GST

clause.

(d) Clarification of how the adjustment for actual quantities works.

(e) Use of “must” rather than “shall”.

(f) Use of consistent language for time periods (e.g. using “as soon as practicable” rather than a
range of terms).

(g) Addition of a clause dealing with the PPSA.

(h) Amendments to the dispute resolution clause to allow users greater flexibility in choosing a

dispute resolution forum that best meets their business needs.

(i) Alignment of the insolvency provisions with current legislation.

(j) Addition of a clause to allow users to appoint the Contractor to the role of Principal
Contractor under work health and safety or occupational health and safety legislation.

(k) Addition of exceptions to the confidentiality obligation to clause 8.5.

Warning 

Users of this document are warned that clause 15 (Damage to persons and property other than 
WUC) does not limit the liability of parties for special, indirect or consequential losses. 

This unlimited liability applies despite any limitations or exclusions permitted under insurance 

clauses 16 (Insurance of the works) and 17 (Public liability insurance). 

Parties wishing to limit their liability should seek insurance and legal advice before entering 
into a contract using this document. 

Users of this document are advised to consider relevant Commonwealth, state and territory 
regulatory requirements to determine any particular legal requirements and seek expert advice 

as applicable. 
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