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PRE-ACE

This Standad was preparéd by the Standard Australia Committee on Constructia in
Bushfire—Proe Areas.

Although the measures set out in this Stardard will improve the performarce of the
building when subjecte to burning debris they shoutl be considerd as offering minimal
protectian from bushfiresand additiond measurse sud as fuel reduction landscapig and
additiond constructio measure would normally be appropriatedependig on the leve of
bushfire hazard.

A Commentay settirg out the reasoniig and rationak behird the contert of sone of the
more significart clauses is provided in an appendix. The paragraph numbers in the
Commentay relak directly to the claue numbes in the Standardi.e. Paragrap Al.1
relates to Clause 1.1.
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3 AS 3959—1991
STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPEThis Standard sets out requirements for the construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas. Theze
requirements are intended to improve the performance of buildings subjected primarily to burning debris and i ot

to radiant heat or direct flame contact.
NOTES:
1 A Commentary is provided in Appendix A.
2 Additional information on the nature of bushfires is provided in Appendix B.

1.2 APPLICATION This Standard applies to the construction of buildings in areas designatec as ~ushfire prone
by the appropriate legislation.
NOTE: This Standard is not necessarily intended to be applied over wide areas such as entire municipalities. It\ ay > more appropriate
for some local authorities to apply it on a site-by-site basis.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this Stancuard:

AS
1288 Glass in buildings — Selection and installation

1530 Methods for fire tests on building materials, components and structures
1530.1 Part 1: Combustibility test for materials
1530.2 Part 2: Test for flammability of materials

BS
4016 Specification for building paper (breather type)

Building Code of Australia
1.4 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the defini.ions below apply.
1.4.1 Approved— approved by the regulatory authority.

1.4.2 Burning debris— flaming or smouldering brands, bark or other pieces of ignitable materials including
embers.

1.4.3 Combustible— a material that is combustihle when tested in accordance with AS 1530.1.
1.4.4 Non-combustible— a material that is not ~ombucstible as defined by Ehelding Code of Australia

1.5 FIRE-RETARDANT TREATED FOREST "RODUCTS Where fire-retardant treated forest products are
specified in this Standard, the system us2d (0 achieve durable fire-retardant properties shall be approved by the
appropriate legislative authority.
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