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Review of Australian Standards.To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject to
periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important
therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia Catalogue
of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian Standard’, which
subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions and amendments, and of
withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia, are
welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made without
delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.
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ntly

 in
 p

re
vie

w, c
lic

k b
uy f

ull v
er

sio
n

https://www.stdhive.com/standards/as-3959-1991-pdf/


AS 3959—1991

Australian Standard�

Construction of buildings in
bushfire–prone areas

First published as AS 3959∋ 1991.

PUBLISHED BY STANDARDS AUSTRALIA
(STANDARDS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA)
1 THE CRESCENT, HOMEBUSH, NSW 2140

ISBN 0 7262 6998 0Curre
ntly

 in
 p

re
vie

w, c
lic

k b
uy f

ull v
er

sio
n

https://www.stdhive.com/standards/as-3959-1991-pdf/


PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Construction in
Bushfire–Prone Areas.

Although the measures set out in this Standard wil l improve the performance of the
building when subjected to burning debris, they should be considered asoffering minimal
protection from bushfires, and additional measures such as fuel reduction, landscaping and
additional constructionmeasures would normally be appropriate, depending on the level of
bushfire hazard.

A Commentary setting out the reasoning and rationale behind the content of some of the
more signif icant clauses is provided in an appendix. The paragraph numbers in the
Commentary relate directly to the clause numbers in the Standard, i.e. Paragraph A1.1
relates to Clause1.1.
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3 AS 3959—1991

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL
1.1 SCOPEThis Standard sets out requirements for the construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas. These
requirements are intended to improve the performance of buildings subjected primarily to burning debris and not
to radiant heat or direct flame contact.

NOTES:
1 A Commentary is provided in Appendix A.
2 Addit ional information on the nature of bushfi res is provided in Appendix B.

1.2 APPLICATION This Standard applies to the construction of buildings in areas designated as bushfire prone
by the appropriate legislation.

NOTE: This Standard is not necessarily intended to be applied over wide areas such as entire municipalit ies. It may be more appropriate
for some local authorit ies to apply it on a site-by-site basis.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this Standard:

AS
1288 Glass in buildings — Selection and installation

1530 Methods for fire tests on building materials, components and structures
1530.1 Part 1: Combustibility test for materials
1530.2 Part 2: Test for flammability of materials

BS
4016 Specification for building paper (breather type)

Building Code of Australia

1.4 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Standard, the definitions below apply.

1.4.1 Approved— approved by the regulatory authority.

1.4.2 Burning debris— flaming or smouldering brands, bark or other pieces of ignitable materials including
embers.

1.4.3 Combustible— a material that is combustible when tested in accordance with AS 1530.1.

1.4.4 Non-combustible— a material that is not combustible as defined by theBuilding Code of Australia.

1.5 FIRE-RETARDANT TREATED FOREST PRODUCTS Where fire-retardant treated forest products are
specified in this Standard, the system used to achieve durable fire-retardant properties shall be approved by the
appropriate legislative authority.
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