
AS 3854.2—1990
ISO 6241—1984(E)

Australian Standard�

Performance standards in building

Part 2: Principles for their
preparation and factors to be
considered

Curre
ntly

 in
 p

re
vie

w, c
lic

k b
uy f

ull v
er

sio
n

https://www.stdhive.com/standards/as-38542-1990-pdf/


This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee BD/—, Building Standards Board. It
was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 15 August 1990 and
published on 12 November 1990.

The following interests are represented on Committee BD/—:

ACADS

Association of Consulting Engineers, Australia

Australian Building Industry Specifications

Australian Institute of Building

Australian Institute of Building Surveyors

Australian Institute of Quantity Surveyors

Australian Institute of Steel Construction

Australian Uniform Building Regulations Coordinating Council

Building Management Authority, W.A.

Building Owners and Managers Association of Australia

Cement and Concrete Association of Australia

Clay Brick and Paver Institute

CSIRO, Division of Building, Construction and Engineering

Department of Administrative Services—Australian Construction Services

Housing Industry Association, Australia

Institution of Engineers, Australia

James Cook University of North Queensland

Master Builders Construction and Housing Association of Australia

Royal Australian Institute of Architects

University of New South Wales

Review of Australian Standards.  To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject to
periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is important
therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia Catalogue
of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian Standard’, which
subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions and amendments, and of
withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia, are
welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made without
delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by Standards Australia. It is identical with and has been reproduced
from ISO/6241—1984, Performance standards in building—Principles for their preparation and
factors to be considered.

Under arrangements made between Standards Australia and the International Standards Bodies,
ISO and IEC, as well as certain other Standards organizations, users of this Australian Standard
are advised of the following:

(a) Copyright is vested in Standards Australia.

(b) The number of this Standard is not reproduced on each page; its identity is shown only on the
cover and title pages.

(c) There may be occasional dual language sections, but English is always one of the languages
reproduced.

(d) Where any cross–references to page numbers appear within the text, these relate to page
numbering in the International Standard and are to be disregarded.

For the purposes of this Australian Standard, the ISO text should be modified as follows:

(i) Clause 0, 5.3 Delete references to ISO Standards in course of preparation.

(ii) Clause 6.2.1, 6.3.1, Table 3 Delete references to ‘The SfB system’.

(iii) References Replace references to other publications by references to Australian Standards
as follows:

Reference to International Standard Australian Standard

ISO AS

6240 Performance standards in building–
Contents and preparation

3854 Performance standards in building

3854.1 Part 1: Contents and presentation

� Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the Copyright Act allows
and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in
any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate
royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on commercial software royalties should be directed to the head office of Standards
Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively in–house by
purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty payment provided
such programs are used exclusively in–house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the Standard is amended or
revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in commercial contracts is
subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.Curre
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AUSTRALIAN STANDARD 4

Performance standards in building

Part 2: Principles for their preparation and factors
to be considered

0 Introduction

The development of performance standards for
building involves work at al l levels from
fundamental to specific. The aim is to define the
performance required of whole buildings, parts of
buildings and building products in terms of the
functional requirements of their users.

The work includes the preparation of:

a) fundamental (level 1) standards on the
general principles of defining performance
requirements and of establishing standard
methods for their evaluation, such as
ISO 6240;

b) fundamental standards on the means of
expression by which user requirements can
be communicated;

c) fundamental standards concerning the
definition of agents relevant to building
performance;

d) wide-ranging and specific (levels 2
and 3) standards for the performance of
particular types of building or product and on
me th od s fo r a ssessi ng in d i vi du a l
performance attributes. These would be
prepared by committees responsible for the
particular items.

This International Standard is a guide to level 1
standards, intended primarily to assist standards
committees in their work by stating the general
principles for drafting performance standards for
building. It includes four tables aimed at
identifying the main factors to be considered in
their elaboration, i.e.

a) the user requirements (table 1);

b) the possible uses of the buildings and
their spaces (table 2);

c) the building sub-systems of which the
product is a part (table 3);

d) the agents, of any nature and origin,
which are relevant to the performance of the
product in use (table 4).

These tables may also serve to arrange the
items given in the standards; it is particularly
recommended that the performance of a product
is stated in the order of the user requirements
which it has to meet.

The tables are not exhaustive. Their relationship
to current classification systems for building
documentation is indicated.

1 Scope

This International Standard lays down general
principles for the preparation of performance
standards in building. It complements ISO 6240
by listing factors to be considered for
performance standards.

2 Field of application

This International Standard is intended to assist
standards committees concerned with the
performance of whole buildings, of parts of
bu ild ings (components, assemblies and
sub-systems) and of the spaces within and
around buildings.

The principal uses envisaged are:

a) as a basis for the preparation of
performance standards;

b) as an aide-mémoire for drafting parti-
cular standards.

3 Reference

ISO 6240, Performance standards in building—
Contents and presentation.

4 Definitions

For the purpose of this International Standard,
the fol lowing definitions apply:

4.1 user: Person, animal or object which a
building is designed to accommodate.
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