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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee EL/5, Secondary Batteries. 
It was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 30 June 1989 
and published on 6 November 1989.

The following interests are represented on Committee EL/5:

Australian Automobile Aftermarket Association 

Australian Automobile Association
Australian Electrical and Electronic Manufacturers Association 
Australian Federation of Consumer Organizations 
Australian Lead Development Association 

Confederation of Australian Industry
Department of Administrative Services—Australian Construction Services
Department of Defence
Electricity Supply Association of Australia
Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries
Railways of Australia
Telecom Australia

Review of Australian Standards. To keep abreast of progress in industry, A ustralian Standards are subject 
to periodic review and are kept up-to-date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It 
is important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and 
any amendments thereto.
Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia 
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian 
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editions 
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia, 
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be 
made without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 88195
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Secondary 
Batteries. It is identical with and has been reproduced from IEC 623 (1983) (including 
Amendment No 1), Open nickel-cadmium prismatic rechargeable cells.
Statements referenced in mandatory terms in Notes to tables and figures are deemed 
to be requirements of this Standard.
For the purposes of this Australian Standard the word ‘prismatic’ should be deleted 
wherever it appears in the IEC text.

© Copyright — STANDARDS AUSTRALIA
Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the 
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writing from Standards 
Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on 
commercial software royalties should be directed to the Head Office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively 
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.
Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty 
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the 
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identified.
The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in 
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.Curre
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard 
Stationary batteries—Nickel-cadmium

Part 1: Vented type

1.1 Scope

This standard specifies tests and requirements for open nickel-cadmium prismatic rechargeable 
single cells.
Note. — In this context, “prismatic" refers to cells having rectangular sides and base.

1.2 Definitions

For the purpose of this standard the following definitions apply:

1.2.1 Open cells

Cells having a permanent cover provided with an opening through which gaseous products may 
freely escape. The opening may be fitted with a vent plug.

1.2.2 Nominal voltage

The nominal voltage of a single open rechargeable nickel-cadmium cell is 1.2 V.

1.2.3 Rated capacity

The rated capacity in ampere-hours is the capacity at the S h (C5) discharge rate to an end voltage 
of 1.0 V at 20 °C.

1.3 Measuring instruments

No requirements at present.

SECTION TWO - DESIGNATION AND MARKING

2.1 Cell designation

Open nickel-cadmium prismatic rechargeable cells shall be designated by the letter “K” followed 
by a second letter referring to the type of positive plates:
— P for cells with pocket plates;
— S for cells with sintered plates.
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