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This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee EL/4, Electrical Accessories. It
was approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 7 June 1994 and
published on 15 August 1994.
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Ministry of Commerce, New Zealand

National Electrical Contractors Association of Australia

New Zealand Manufacturers’ Federation

Railways of Australia Committee

Regulatory Authorities (Electrical), Australia

The Plastics Industry of Australia

Review of Australian Standards.To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new editions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.

Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications wil l be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new edit ions
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.

Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head off ice of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Noti fication of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.
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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand
Committee EL/4 on Electrical Accessories to supersede AS 3140— 1988.

This Standard is the result of a consensus among Australian and New Zealand
representations on the Joint Committee to produce it as an Australian Standard.

Although it is published as an Australian Standard, the publishing of a Joint Standard will
be considered during the next revision.

This Standard is one of a series of Approval and Test Specifications issued by Standards
Australia. These Specifications are accompanied by a general Specification, AS 3100,
General requirements for electrical equipment. The purpose of these Specifications is to
outline conditions which must be met to secure approval for the sale and use of electrical
equipment in Australia. Only safety matters and related conditions are covered.

This Standard was revised to incorporate Amendment No. 1 to AS 3140—1988 and to
introduce a definition and testing requirements for festoon lampholders. Minor editorial
changes with regard to clause numbering have also been included.

The term ‘informative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the
appendix to which it applies. An ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.

This Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a contract.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retr ieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information
on commercial software royalt ies should be directed to the head office of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use
exclusively in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

Approval and test specification—Edison-type screw lampholders

1 SCOPE This Specification applies to Edison-type screw lampholders intended for
use in direct or alternating current circuits at low or extra-low voltages.

2 APPLICATION

2.1 General requirements of AS 3100 This Specification shall be read in conjunction
with AS 3100 and the appropriate provisions of AS 3100 shall apply to the construction
of the lampholder and to the insulation and safeguarding of parts which normally carry
current.

2.2 Specific requirements of this Specification A lampholder shall be deemed to
comply with this Specification only if it complies with all the appropriate requirements of
this Specification and passes the tests specified herein.

3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Specification:

STANDARDS

AS
2325 Tungsten filament lamps for general service

IEC
238 Edison screw lampholders

APPROVAL AND TEST SPECIFICATIONS

AS
3100 General requirements for electrical equipment

3121 Insulating mouldings

3133 (NZS/AS 3133) Air break switches

3137 Luminaries (lighting fittings)

AS/NZS
3128 Portable lamp standards and brackets

4 DEFINITIONS For the purpose of this Specification, the definitions below apply:

4.1 Batten lampholder—a lampholder incorporating a base designed for fixing directly
to a surface.

4.2 Cord-grip lampholder —a lampholder which incorporates means for effectively
anchoring a supply flexible cord.

NOTE: ‘Cord-grip’ does not necessarily imply gripping of the flexible cord sheathing or
insulated cores. Effective anchorage may be achieved by other methods, e.g. a tortuous path of
the cores of the flexible cord.

4.3 Edison screw lampholder—a lampholder intended for the connection of lamps
having ‘Edison screw’ caps complying with the relevant requirements of IEC 238.
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