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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee for Demolition of
Structures to supersede AS 2601—1983.

In revising the Standard, the Committee has taken into account experience gained in
the application of the first edition, the relative prevalence of the types of structures

now being demolished and the increasing trend towards the mechanization of
demolition procedures. An increase of public awareness and worker expectations
regarding safety issues, as embodied in the provisions of the National Occupational
Health and Safety Act (1985), as well as increased concern regarding protection of the
environment have also been taken into account.

The following brief outline indicates the principal changes from the previous edition.

1 Reorganization of contents Requirements which have general application haveall
been grouped together in Section 1. This has basically involved the combination of \he
previous Sections 1 and 2, together with the incorporation of relevant clauses ron.
other sections. Elsewhere, previous subclauses have been incorporated ¢s.pcfag aphs
in enlarged main clauses and the clauses regrouped according to princip2l sunject
matter.

2 Deletion of contractual requirements Requirements of a contractu~l 1 ature and
provision assigning responsibilities to persons or organizations, hove pcen removed
from the mandatory sections as a prerequisite for future reference o. the Standard in
statutory regulations. Much of this material has now hkee: inc~iporated in the
non-mandatory Appendix B.

3 Performance format Wherever possible, requiremenrts have been expressed in
performance rather than prescriptive terms. Althougl this tends to make compliance
more judgmental, it encourages efficiency within t»e \.:dustry by allowing greater
scope for innovation and the ready assimilatior of *harging technologies. Itis also of
assistance to users where the prescriptive requicemanis of the Regulatory Authorities
differ from State to State.

4 New inclusions Requirements governin'( the use of earthmoving type machinery
have been introduced. These have been I ~l.ded as a result of the increasing trend
towards the use of this type of equipment as a primary demolition tool and some
problems associated with their applicaotior to the demolition of multi-storied buildings.
The requirements have been baseu 2n a related Code of Practice recently introduced
(1988) by the Workcover Authuiit: of NSW (formerly Department of Industrial
Relations and Employment) inz acknowledgement is made of the assistance obtained
from this source.

Procedures for forms of vons:ruction not previously covered have been introduced in
Section 3, and a new ap2=1dix on qualifications and certification of personnel has also
been added.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard
The demolition of structures

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE This Standard sets out requirements for planning and carrying out the demolition of the
whole or part of a structure so that the risk of —

(&) injury to the health or person of the public and site personnel; and
(b) damage to the immediate environment;

will be minimized.

This Standard applies to the demolition of buildings and their appurtenances intend:d ior us > as places
of domicile, work, recreation, or assembly and the independent structures specificolly vzzntioned in
Clause 3.7.

This Standard is not intended to apply to the demolition of road and railway ridges, or of other
specialized civil engineering structures such as dams or nuclear reactors.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are refesrea *o/in this Standard:

AS

1270 Acoustics — Hearing protectors

1319 Safety signs for the occupational environment

1336 Recommended practice for eye protection in the indus.-ial environment
1337 Eye protectors for industrial applications

1418 Cranes (including hoists and winches)

1418.1 Part 1: General requirements
14185 Part 5: Mobile and vehicle-loading crancs

1576 Code of practice for metal scaffolding

1674 Safety in welding and allied proce:ses

1674.1 Part 1: Fire precautions

1715 Selection, use and mainteia xce Of respiratory protective devices

1716 Respiratory protective dev’ es

1801 Industrial safety helm sts

1891 Industrial safety heia.z nd harnesses

1940 SAA Flammab =.and Combustible Liquids Code

2161 Industrial sc ‘ety yioves and mittens (excluding electrical and medical gloves)

2187 SAA Expicives Code
2187.1 Part 1: 3toruge and land transport
2187.2 Part 2: U~ of explosives

2210 Safe.s footwear

2294 Eathmoving machinery — Protective structures

243C Ciassification of hazardous areas

2428 Guide to noise control on construction, maintenance and demolition sites
2250 Cranes — Mobile, tower and derrick — Selection and operation

2012 Electrical installations — Construction and demolition sites

3569 Steel wire ropes

NFPA*  Fire Protection Handbook
NHMRCt Approved Occupational Health Guides
NOHSCt Worksafe Australia — Code of practice for the safe removal of asbestos

* National Fire Protection Association.
T National Health and Medical Research Council.
¥ National Occupational Health and Safety Commission.


https://www.stdhive.com/standards/as-2601-1991-pdf/

