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Special Notes

API publications necessarily address problems of a general nature. With respect to particular circumstances, local,
state, and federal laws and regulations should be reviewed.

Neither API nor any of API's employees, subcontractors, consultants, committees, or other assignees makes any
warranty or representation, either express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of
the information contained herein, or assumes any liability or responsibility for any use, or the results of such use,.oi
any information or process disclosed in this publication. Neither API, nor any of API's employees, subcontractor:,
consultants, or other assignees represent that use of this publication would not infringe upon privately owred rights.

API publications may be used by anyone desiring to do so. Every effort has been made by the Institute to v ssu-e the
accuracy and reliability of the data contained in them; however, the Institute makes no representation, aranty, or
guarantee in connection with this publication and hereby expressly disclaims any liability or resp: (isiL ity for loss or
damage resulting from its use or for the violation of any authorities having jurisdiction with which this nublication may
conflict.

API publications are published to facilitate the broad availability of proven, sound engineeriri* and operating practices.
These publications are not intended to obviate the need for applying sound engineerina julornent regarding when and
where these publications should be used. The formulation and publication of APi :.ubli :ations is not intended in any
way to inhibit anyone from using any other practices.

Any manufacturer marking equipment or materials in conformance with the n. rking requirements of an AP| standard
is solely responsible for complying with all the applicable requiremen's of.that standard. APl does not represent,
warrant, or guarantee that such products do in fact conform to the apy licaz!c API standard.

Al rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher.
Contact the Publisher, API Publishing Services, 200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001-5571.
Copyright © 2020 American Petroleum Institute
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Foreword

Nothing contained in any API publication is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or otherwise, for the
manufacture, sale, or use of any method, apparatus, or product covered by letters patent. Neither should anything
contained in the publication be construed as insuring anyone against liability for infringement of letters patent.

The verbal forms used to express the provisions in this document are as follows.
Shall: As used in a standard, “shall” denotes a minimum requirement to conform to the standard.

Should: As used in a standard, “should” denotes a recommendation or that which is advised bui nou required to
conform to the standard.

May: As used in a standard, “may” denotes a course of action permissible within the limits of o star.da:d.
Can: As used in a standard, “can” denotes a statement of possibility or capability.

Thisdocumentwas produced underAPI standardization procedures thatensure appronriac> notii cation and participation
in the developmental process and is designated as an API standard. Questions.concarriing the interpretation of the
content of this publication or comments and questions concerning the procea.'res .:nder which this publication was
developed should be directed in writing to the Director of Standards, American Pet icum Institute, 200 Massachusetts
Avenue, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001. Requests for permission‘n r :produce or translate all or any part of the
material published herein should also be addressed to the director.

Generally, API standards are reviewed and revised, reaffirmcd, ¢ w.lndrawn at least every five years. A one-time
extension of up to two years may be added to this review cvcle  Stctus of the publication can be ascertained from
the API Standards Department, telephone (202) 682-8000. A cataiog of API publications and materials is published
annually by API, 200 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 1100, Waokington, DC 20001.

Suggested revisions are invited and should be sithn itte¢ \to the Standards Department, API, 200 Massachusetts
Avenue, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001, standerac @api.org.
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Introduction

The first edition of this recommended practice was published in April 2000 and reaffirmed in January 2013. This RP
was incorporated by PHMSA into reference in March 2006.

In August 2011, PHMSA published an advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) asking for public comment
on the need to change the federal pipeline safety standards for gas gathering lines in 49 C.F.R. Part 192. (Docket Mu.
PHMSA-2011-0023; 76 Fed. Reg. 53,086).

In April 2016, PHMSA issued a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) with potential changes to the regulatioi.c for
onshore gas gathering lines (Docket No. PHMSA-2011-0023; 81 Fed. Reg. 20,721).

The second edition revision effort reflects industry experience using the recommended practice. opcrators, service
providers, regulators, and public interest groups participated in the task group responsible for revi ‘ng .>e.-ecommended
practice. The primary objective of this revision was to create a more concise document with a foc:'s on clarity for end
users.

As of the time of publication of this document, RP 80, 1%t Edition was incorporated b, refe ence into U.S. federal

regulation (49 CFR 192). The 2" Edition of RP 80 has not been incorporated by refercnc: into U.S. federal regulation
(49 CFR 192). Users of this document may also need to reference the 1t Editic1 ot P 80.
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Definition of Onshore Gas Gathering Lines
1 Scope

This industry standard provides a functional description of onshore natural gas gathering pipelines for the sole
purpose of providing users with a practical guide for determining the application of gas gathering in the federal
Gas Pipeline Safety Standards, 49 CFR Part 192, and state programs implementing these standards. Because
of the regional and operational diversity within the natural gas industry, additional guidance is necessary to
ensure appropriate and consistent application of the gas gathering line definition. This document does not appl /
to transportation-related underground gas storage facilities.

2 Normative References

There are no normative references in this document.
3 Terms, Definitions, Acronyms, and Abbreviations

3.1 Terms and Definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following definitions apply.

311

commingle

To combine the hydrocarbon streams from two or more wells, 1:nits, 1.2lds, production zones, or production
facilities through a series of pipelines for processing, treatment, 2na.’ar c elivery to an end user or another pipeline.

3.1.2
extraction and recovery
Operations used to move liquid and/or gas products from an underground reservoir to the surface.

313
gathering line gas treatment facility
One or a series of gas treatment operetion : £ n gathering line operated for the purpose of removing impurities.

314

lifting

Refers to mechanical and othel rieens used to move liquid and/or products from the producing interval in the
well to the surface.

315
measurement
The process of ¢=ugi.xg or determining the quantity of hydrocarbons.

3.1.6

natural ga: processing plant

A nawral you processing operation, other than production processing, operated for the purpose of commercially
exi actii. oni: or more components, such as natural gas liquids, carbon dioxide, sulfur, or helium from the gas
<t-eai.~Gas processing plants are not transportation facilities. Operations within these facilities are on gas that
has >een removed from transportation for processing.

3.1.7
production
The extraction of subsurface liquid and/or gas hydrocarbon resources.
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