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DISCLAIMER

The information in this publication was considered technically sound by the consensus of
persons engaged in the development and approval of the document at the time it was
developed. Consensus does not necessarily mean that there is unanimous agreement
among every person participating in the development of this document.

NEMA standards and guideline publications, of which the document contained herein is one,
are developed through a voluntary consensus standards development process. This process
brings together volunteers and/or seeks out the views of persons who have an interest in.the
topic covered by this publication. While NEMA administers the process and establishes ruics
to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it does not write the document ar.1 it
does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy or completene’s. ¢ ar
information or the soundness of any judgments contained in its standards and’ g tlidenne
publications.

NEMA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damag>s or .any nature
whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory, .'irec.'y ¢ indirectly
resulting from the publication, use of, application, or reliance ¢ ‘. document. NEMA
disclaims and makes no guaranty or warranty, express or implieqa, as .0 the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein, and disclaims and makes no warranty that
the information in this document will fulfill any of your particL'al nurposes or needs. NEMA
does not undertake to guarantee the performance of any.i:divii'ual manufacturer or seller’s
products or services by virtue of this standard or guide.

In publishing and making this document availa®:2, \'EMA is not undertaking to render
professional or other services for or on behai’ of any person or entity, nor is NEMA
undertaking to perform any duty owed by any persun or entity to someone else. Anyone
using this document should rely on his or ter own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professic :al ‘'n determining the exercise of reasonable care in
any given circumstances. Informatio,..axd other standards on the topic covered by this
publication may be available from of*.er sources, which the user may wish to consult for
additional views or information nat covered by this publication.

NEMA has no power, nor docz. i undertake to police or enforce compliance with the contents
of this document. NEM/\ dues not certify, test, or inspect products, designs, or installations
for safety or health purpc=es. Any certification or other statement of compliance with any
health or safety—relate.' information in this document shall not be attributable to NEMA and is
solely the resporsibiny of the certifier or maker of the statement.
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Foreword
(Neither this foreword nor any of the informative annexes is a part of American National Standard Z535.6.)

In 1979, the ANSI Z53 Committee on Safety Colors was combined with the ANSI Z35 Committee on
Safety Signs to form the ANSI 2535 Committee on Safety Signs and Colors. This committee has the
following scope:

To develop standards for the design, application, and use of signs, colors and symbols intended to
identify and warn against specific hazards and for other accident prevention purposes.

The basic mission and fundamental purpose of the ANSI 2535 Committee is to develop, refine. and
promote a single, uniform graphic system used for communicating safety and accident prexen.an
information. The Committee recognizes that safety information can also be effectively communicated
using other graphic systems.

Five subcommittees were created and assigned the tasks of updating the ANSI z5. and Z35
Standards and writing new standards. The five standards included:

e ANSI 7535.1, Safety Color Code [ANSI 753.1-1979 was updated ana comcined into this
standard in 1991.]

e ANSI Z535.2, Environmental and Facility Safety Signs [ANSI Z35.. 197> and Z35.4-1972 were
updated and combined into this standard in 1991.]

e ANSI zZ535.3, Criteria for Safety Symbols [new in 1991]
e ANSI 7535.4, Product Safety Signs and Labels [new:in 17291}

e ANSI z535.5, Accident Prevention Tags (For Teipno.ary Hazards) [ANSI Z35.2-1974 was
updated and combined into this standard in 199"

Together these five standards contain information needed to specify formats, colors, and symbols for
safety signs used in environmental and faciliv’ apnlications, product applications, and accident
prevention tags.

The 1991 standards, which became avai akie.in 1992, were revised and a new edition was published
in 1998. The 1998 edition of ANSI Z£35.-.zontained an Annex (Annex A, Guidelines for Increasing
Recognition of Safety Label Compoi eni.), which encouraged manufacturers to describe on-product
safety label components (i.e., safeiya.2rt symbol, signal words, safety symbols) in collateral materials
(e.g., operation manuals, instr ict.ons, safety literature, service manuals, etc.) used with the product.
The 1998 standards were st ose >'cntly revised to produce the 2002 edition.

In the course of preparing the 2002 edition of the 7535 standards, the ANSI Z535 Accredited
Standards Committee cc.>aidered the merits and practicality of developing a new standard addressing
the presentation i ~afety n.essages in collateral materials such as owner’'s manuals, instruction books,
troubleshooiing « nd i12pair manuals, etc. In 2002, the committee voted to form a new subcommittee,
ANSI Z535.6. The purpose of this new subcommittee is to develop a standard to complement the
existing 2535 standards by dealing with various aspects of the provision of safety information in
collaternl naterials. This standard was prepared by Subcommittee Z535.6 on Product Safety
Inforri ation .n Product Manuals, Instructions, and Other Collateral Materials.

1wis 1ureword and all of the Annexes are considered to be informative and are not an official part of this
staridard. In the vocabulary of writing standards, the word “informative” is meant to convey that the
information presented is for informational purposes only and is not considered to be mandatory in
nature. The body of this standard is “normative,” meaning that this information is considered to be
mandatory.

Vi
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See the ANSI Z535-2006 Safety Color Chart for the purpose of viewing accurate colors. Due to the
differences in color printing technologies and color monitors, the appearance of colors in this document

may not be accurate.

This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accredited Standards
Committee on Safety Signs and Colors, ANSI Z535. Committee approval of this standard does not
necessarily imply that all committee members voted for its approval. At the time it approved this
standard, the Z535 Committee had the following members:

Gary M. Bell, Chairperson
Richard Olesen, Vice Chairperson
Doug Read, Secretary
Organization Represented:

Alliance of American Insurers

American Society of Safety Engineers

American Welding Society

Applied Materials

Assaociation for Manufacturing Technology

Association of Equipment Manufactul ars

Browning Arms Company

Caterpillar, Inc.

Dorris & Associotes, Inc.

Eé.2le Crushar Co.

Edison Electric Institute

Glass Application Analysis

Name of Representative:
Stephen Youny

J. Paul FFrar z

Thomas F. "iresnahan (Alt.)
Howa. d A. Elwell (Alt.)

Augist F. Manz

Edward Karl
Carl Wong (Alt.)

David Felinski

Richard A. Dressler
Daniel J. Taylor (Alt.)

Larry D. Nelson

Sue A. Hooker
Mark A. Steffen

Alan Dorris
Nathan T. Dorris (Alt.)

Ryan Parsell

David C. Young
Janet Fox (Alt.)

William P. Whitney

Vii
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Hale Color Consultants
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Industrial Safety Equipment Association
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International Staple, Nail, and Tool Association
L. Dale Baker & Associates

Lab Safety Supply, Inc.

Marhefka & Associates

National Association of Graphic and Product
Identification Manufacturers

National Electrical Manufacturers As<ociction
National Spray Equipment Mar ufz.cturers Association
Nuclear Supplier Associz.an

Power Tool Institi:te

Rural Utili ies Service
Scfety Reha rior Analysis, Inc.

Sauder Woodworking

Scaffold Industry Association

viii

William N. Hale

Geoffrey Peckham
Jerry Reganess (Alt.)

Michael Kalsher
Michael S. Wogalter (Alt.)

Jay Martin

Linda Moquet
Richard Fisk (Alt.)
Carmen Taylor (Alt.)
Al Clapp

Sue Vogel (Alt)

John Dagenhart (50
John Kurtz

L. Dal: Bake:

Jir Versweyveld

~ussell E. Marhefka

Russ Butchko
Donna Ehrmann (Alt.)

John W. Young
Dan Pahl
Blair Brewster

George Whelchel
Charles M. Stockinger (Alt.)

Trung Hiu
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Standard Register Corporation Amy Martin
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Underwriters Laboratories Richard Olesen
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD ANSI 72535.6-2006

For Product Safety Information in Product Manuals,
Instructions, and Other Collateral Materials

1 Introduction

Historically, there has been a lack of widely available or generally applicable graphic systems for
presenting safety information in product manuals, instructions, and related collateral materials. The
absence of such systems, combined with the increased awareness and use of ANSI 2535.4 Standard for
Product Safety Signs and Labels, has led to attempts to apply various aspects of ANSI Z535.4 to the
presentation of safety information in collateral materials. Since ANSI Z535.4 was not designed for that
purpose, it is not well suited for broad application beyond the domain of product signs and labels. Its
limited applicability stems from differences between product signs and labels and various collateral
materials.

e Collateral materials can vary significantly in terms of their purpose, content, format, and/or length.
For example, they may come in the form of a bound manual, a single sheet of paper (folded or
otherwise), a pamphlet, a booklet, or an electronic document.

o Collateral materials are typically formatted like a book or other published literature. Thus, different
formats for safety messages may be required and/or expected compared to on-product
information.

In addition, there are differences that may exist between safety information in collateral materials and
safety messages on product safety signs and labels. For example:
e Collateral materials typically:
o contain more information than product safety signs
o address multiple hazards and contain multiple safety messages
o provide longer and more detailed safety messages
o contain multiple pages of information that cannot be viewed simultaneously

o provide information that would be impractical to provide on product safety signs, such as
definitions of the safety alert symbol, signal words, and safety symbols

o Safety information in collateral materials must often be integrated with non-safety information.

e Because collateral materials are not typically attached to the product, issues related to reading
conditions, distinctiveness, placement, expected life, and maintenance are different. In addition,
the concept of a safe viewing distance is not generally applicable.

To respond to these differences, this standard sets forth a hazard communication system developed
specifically for product safety information in collateral materials. It incorporates elements of the graphical
approaches used by other ANSI Z535-series standards into a common design direction selected to
provide product safety information in an orderly and visually consistent manner.



