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Approval of an American National Standard requires review by ANSI that the
requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have
been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when, in the judgement of the ANSI Board of
Standards Review, substantial agreement has been reached by directly and
materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than
a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all
views and objections be considered, and that a concerted effort be made
towards their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their
existence does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he has apprevec
the standards or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or usi 1
products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop star..ards und
will in no circumstances give an interpretation of any American National
Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authorit ' to issue an
interpretation of an American National Standard in the nar:e o1 &' 2 American
National Standards Institute. Requests for interpiataticns should be
addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose«na:i.o apzears on the title
page of this standard.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American Natic~al Standard may be revised or
withdrawn at any time. The procedures of the Anerican National Standards
Institute require that action be taken ‘oerindically to reaffirm, revise, or
withdraw this standard. Purchasers «f ~><rican National Standards may
receive current information on all sta. dai's by calling or writing the American
National Standards Institute

American National {tan lards Institute, Inc.
25 West 43rd Street, N w York, NY 10036
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Foreword (This foreword is not part of American National Standard

ANSI/OPEI B175.2-2012 (R2019).)
This is a reaffirmation of the ANSI/OPEI B175.2-2012 American National Standard
for Outdoor Power Equipment - Internal Combustion Engine-Powered Hand-Held
and Backpack Blowers and Blower-Vacuums - Safety Requirements and Perfor-
mance Testing Procedures. This standard was developed under the auspices of the
Outdoor Power Equipment Institute (OPEI).

This reaffirmation includes the following non-substantive updates:

« Editorial incorporation of ANSI/OPEI B175.2-2012 A1-2014 amendments into
the body of the standard;

» General editorial corrections and clarifications, such as spelling, unit abbrevia-
tions, figure references, redundancy, section headers and contact informa-
tion;

Section 2: Clarification regarding the intended use of dated and undated nor-
mative references;

» Section 4.4.1: Tolerances for the ceramic prism used for guard strengtt. testin,
updated to reflect commercially available test prisms and harmcnize witl
ISO;

Section 8.3: Clarification that the section requirements are inten.'=d to cover
the fuel feed line;

» Section 9.1: Clarification that the implied "highest sorund prossure level” is for
the measurement at the operator's ear;

Section 12.1: Required (verbatim "or other suitab,>» wurding") hazard warnings
(b) - (e) reworded in the form of recomm¢ ndeA language.

This standard contains four normative annexes, which are all considered part of this
standard.

Consensus for this standard was achiev~d hy use of the Consensus Body (Canvass)
Method.

Suggestions for improvements tn \is ciandard are welcome. They should be sent to
the Outdoor Power Equipment Ir.stitu.e, 1605 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

The following organizatior s r..cognized as having an interest in the standardization of
requirements for blowe:s ¢ ad olower-vacuums were contacted prior to the approval
of this standard. Inclusion in the list does not necessarily imply that the organization
concurred with th= suL mittal of the proposal to ANSI.

Robert Stegall, Chan man
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Consensus Body (Canvass) List:
Users:

George Brandon
John Dehaven
Larry Will

General Interest:

Aero-Flex Technologies (Vince Morabit)
CSA (Dave Shanahan)
USDA Forest Service/San Dimas Technology & Development (Ralph Gonzales)

Producers:

ECHO (Robert Stegall)
Stihl (Maria Pawlowski)
Techtronic Industries Power Equipment (David Anderson)
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD ANSI/OPEI B175.2-2012 (R2019)

American National Standard
for Outdoor Power Equipment —

Internal Combustion Engine-Powered
Handheld and Backpack Blowers
and Blower-Vacuums —

Safety Requirements and
Performance Testing Procedures

1. Scope and Purpose
1.1. Scope

The requirements of this standard apply to handheld and bac'“oack internal
combustion engine-powered blowers and blower-vacuums. Thic standard does not
apply to ride-on, towed, or walk-behind units. This star.1erd does not apply to
electrically powered units.

This effective implementation date of this standa.d shall be two (2) years after the
publication date and shall apply to all products puiicafter that date. Manufacturers
may also comply with this standard anytime aii=r the publication date.

NOTE — The units in this standard are given in.mutric. English units are included in parenthesis for
information only.

1.2. Purpose

The purpose of this standzra i to establish manufacturer requirements to reduce the
risk of injury associated \“i<h the use of handheld and backpack internal combustion
engine-powered blowe s and blower-vacuums. This standard may also be used to
measure bystand<r scund pressure levels at 15 meters (50 feet).

2. Normati e References

The fallowing referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this
dnocemer t. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
re;arences, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any
amendments) applies.

ANSI/ASSE Z87.1-2003, Practice for Occupational and Educational Personal Eye
and Face Protection Devices
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