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FOREWORD

These guidelines will be of interest to local, regional, state and federal officials as well as other transportation pro-
fessionals who work with them in dealing with roadside vegetation management. They will be of particular intercst
to those roadside vegetation managers just beginning their careers. The guidelines provide an overview of curre, t
agency practices, recent literature findings, and research on roadside vegetation management. Their prin. ry pors0se
is to assist roadside vegetation managers in integrated roadside vegetation management decision-making prccesses
into highway project planning, design, construction, and maintenance, as well as to document ex-ting research and
practice. Roadside vegetation managers are often faced with problems for which information alicady e. ists, in the
form of reports and documents, or as undocumented experience and practice. This informatior. m~y be fragmented,
scattered, and unevaluated and as a result much of this useful information may go unusc i by he majority of road-
side vegetation managers. These guidelines incorporate the current knowledge anc practice of roadside vegetation
management. The guidelines also include information extracted from survey resp2 .22=from 29 state agencies, a
glossary that defines technical terms and acronyms, and a compendium.of 4) common roadside invasive species,
with descriptions of each species, its biology, and common methods ¢f co.tro.

PREFACE

The impetus to writing these guidel. es came about from the realization that there was an enormous amount of
practical information on roads de v xgetation management available but much of it was not being used because it
was scattered and unevaluated. 1 'e information was dispersed not only in the mainstream literature, but in localized
documents and resear~h regarts within government agencies. Upon undertaking this task, it quickly became appar-
ent that another majcr sorce of the most current practical information on roadside vegetation management was
that of the undc cumented experience and expertise of roadside vegetation management practitioners. The unselfish
cooperat:on ¢ thase individuals has greatly enhanced the utility of these guidelines. These guidelines provide DOT
execut ‘e monage s, middle managers, and supervising practitioners with a toolbox of effective strategies for plan-
ninr; cnd e.-2cuting integrated roadside vegetation management programs.
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